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Friday, March io. 



r THHE Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, in 
purfuance of what he -had flated on a former 
Day, he had now feveral Points to which he would call 
the Attention of the Houfe. His Objeft was, to refer 
to a Committee an Examination into the total Amount 
of the Public Debt and the Intereft due thereon, and 
the various Charges, as they flood on the 5 th of January, 

1797, diftinguifhing what Part of them arofe fince the 
Year 1793 ; and also, the Produce of Four Years Taxes, 
diftinguifhing each Year, for defraying fuch Charges 
as they arofe within fuch Period, and for fuch Com- 
mittee to report thefe Matters, together with their 
Obfervations thereon, to the Houfe ; and likewife to 
ftate the Amount of any unfunded Debts that remained 
on the 5th January 1797 ; as alfo to ftate the total 
Amount of the Public Expences incurred for the Year 

1798, as far as the Accounts can be made up, together 
with what Provifion has been already made for defraying 
it. Should the Houfe agree with him in the Propriety 
of referring thefe Confederations to a Committee, as 
from what had been already faid, he apprehended there 
would be no Doubt it would, he fhould bring that 
up with others ; fuch as, That the Committee Ihculd 

be 
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be a Select One, for the Purpofe of examining as far, 
and with as little Delay as poffible, into all the 
Branches or Public Income and Expenditure. 

The Houfe agreeing with him in its Propriety, He 
therefore moved, 

" That it be referred to a Select Committee to 
" examine into the total Amount of the Public 
" Debt, with the Intereft due thereon, and all 
" Public Charges, as they flood on the 5th of 
" January 1797 ; diftinguifhing what Part arofe 
" fince the Year 1793, and the Produce of the 
" Four Years preceding ; and alfo the Produce 
" of the feveral Taxes impofed for defraying 
" the Charges of each Year within the feveral 
** Periods, and to report the fame with their 
" Opinion thereon to the Houfe. And like-wife 
" to examine into, and ftate the Amount of any 
" unfunded Debt outftanding on the 5th of 
" January, 1797 ; and alfo to calculate the 
" total Amount of the Expences incurred for 
•' the Year 1798, as far as they can be made 
" up, and to ftate the fame, as it fhall appear 
" to them, to the Houfe, together with the Pro- 
" vifions that have been made for defraying the 
" fame." 

The Motion being put and carried, 

The Chancellor of the Excheouer then moved, 

" That the faid Committee be chofen by way of 
" Ballot." 

The 
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The Speaker fuggefted the Propriety of determin- 
ing the Number of the Committee before the Queftion 
was put, how it lhould be chofen ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 

" That the Number of the faid 'Committee be 
« Fifteen." Ordered. 

He then moved, " That the faid Committee be 
" chofen by Ballot." 

Which, after a long Debate, and an Amendment 
being offered, " That the faid Committee be now chofen 
" by Ballot," which being negatived, the original Motion 
was agreed to. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 13. 

AT Four o'Clock the Houfe proceeded to ballot 
for a Committee, to examine the Finances of the 
Country. The Ballot being over at Half paft Five, the 
following Members were chofen : 



Thomas Stanley, Efq. 
William Baker, Efq. 
Rt. Hon. Thomas Steele, 
R.B.Sheridan, Efq. 
Charles Yorke, Efq. 
Charles Abbott, Efq. 
Hon. St. Andrew, St. John. 
R. P. Carew, Efq. 



J. Crewe, Efq. 
Francis Gregor, Efq. 
J. H. Addington, Efq. 
R. Burdon, Efq. 
Henrv Thornton, Efq. 
John Harrison, Efq. 
Right Hon. D. Ryder. 



By 
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By Means of fuch Inveftigations, every Individual in- 
terefted in the Public Funds, will fee the Amount of 
the Funded Debt—what remains of the Public Debt 
unfunded— and the Refources of the Country to dis- 
charge the Claims of the Public Creditor. He will fee 
the Produce of every Article of Revenue liable to Im- 
port — Foreign, and for Home Conlumption — with their 
Variations at different Periods. 

The Merchant and Manufacturer will fee 
the Regulations recommended to Parliament in thofe 
great Branches of Revenue, the Customs, Excise, 
Stamp Duties, Post Office, &c. by which much 
Trouble and Expence will be faved, and the Public 
much benefited by lopping off many ufelefs Offices, and 
abolilhing many finecure Places and Penfions — fhould 
the Recommendations of the Committee be adopted. 



FIRST 



FIRST REPORT. 



(Ordered to be printed ^ijl March, 1797. ) 

The SELECT COMMITTE appointed to examine 
and mite the total Amount of the Public Debts, and 
of the Intereft and Charges attending the fame, as 
they flood on the 5th of January 1797; diftinguifhing 
what Part thereof had arifen fince the 5th of January 
1793 : And likewife of the Amount of the Produce, 
for each of the Four Years preceding the 5th of 
January 1797, of the Permanent Taxes which exifted 
previous to the 5th of January 1793 ; and of the Pro- 
duce of the feveral Taxes provided for defraying the 
increafed Charge of the Public Debt within the faid 
Period ; and to report their Obfervations thereon to 
the Houfe : Likewife to examine and ftate the 
Amount of any Unfunded Debt or Demands out- 
minding on the 5th of January 1797; and of the 
expected total Amount of the Public Expences for the 
Year ending the 5th of January 1 798, as far as the 
fame can now be afcertained or eftimated by the feveral 
Offices ; together with the Amount of the Ways and 
Means that have been provided to defray the fame — 

And who were inftructed to ftate an Account of the Pro- 
grefs that has been made in the Reduction of the 
Public Debt lince the 5th of July 1786 ; of the Amount 
of the Sums now Annually applicable thereto j and of 
the further Progrefs which may be expected to be 
made, as far as the fame can at prefent be afcertained, 
in the Reduction of the Debt now exifting— 



And 
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And who were alfo inftructed to examine 'and confider 
what Regulations and Checks have been applied, in 
order to controul the feveral Branches of the Public 
Expenditure, and how far the fame have been effec- 
tual ; and alfo, what Increafe or Diminution has taken 
place, fince the Year 1782, in the Number, or in the 
Amount, of the Salaries and Emoluments of different 
Public Offices , and whether any and what farther 
Meafures can be adopted for reducing any Part of the 
laid Expenditure, or for diminifhing the total Amount 
of fuch Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment 
to the Public Services — 

TJTAVE proceeded to confider the Matters referred to them, in 
the Order which the Houie has prefcribed to them for the 
Courfe of their Inquiries, 

And in this their Firlt Report, they have entered upon the 
Coniideration of the Public Funded Debt, and Taxes, and the 
Unfunded Debt; and alfo of the Estimates for the Service 
of the Current Year, and of the Ways and Means which have 
been provided for that Service ; and of the Progrefs which has 
been made, and may be expected to be made, in the Reduction 
ot the National Debt. 



I The 
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The Public Funded Debt. 
§ I. 

r T" , HE total Amount of the Public Debts, as they 
ftood upon the 5th of January 1 793, appears to have 
been in Funded Capital ^.238,231,248. 5. a$. 



The Annual Intereft payable thereon ("together with 
certain Annuities for Terms, amounting to 
£' I >373>75 1 - 2 - in refpedb of which no Capital 
is above ftated) was at the 
fame Period - - £. 9,205,588. 8. 8£. 

The Charges of Management 
thereon, at the fame Period, 
were -' - - 120,277. 15. 6§. 

And the Total of the Annual 
Intereft and Charge of the 
Public Funded Debt at 
that Period, amounted to£. 9,325,866. 4. 3^. 



§• 2. THE Public Debts which arofe between the 
5th of January 1793 and the 5th of January 1797, 
appear to have been created by the raifing of 
£. 59,000.000. Sterling upon Loans, and by the 
funding of Navy, Victualling, and Tranfport Bills, to 
the Amount of/;. 7,624,896. 6. 1. Sterlingj amounting 
in the Whole to the Sum of £. 66.624,896. 6. 1. 



B2 



And 
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And it appears that in confequence thereof, the total 
Amount of the Public Debts, created between the 
5th of January 1793 and the 5th of January 1797, 
was in Funded Capital ^.88,840,122. 14. o. 

The Annual Intereft thereon (together with certain 
Annuities expiring in i860, amounting to 
£ 227,374. o. ioj in refpecl of which no Capital is 
above ftated) was - £. 3,1 39,087. 13. 5§. 

The Charges of Management 
upon the above Increale of 
Debt were - 42,536. o. l\. 

And the Total of the Annual 
Intereft and Charges upon 
•the above Increale of Debt 
was £. 3,181,623. 13. 8. 



§ 3* THE total Funded Capital of the Public 
Debt was therefore, upon the 

5th of January 1797 £. 327,071,370. 19 . 2 |. 

The total Intereft thereof, to- 
gether with the Annuities 

for Terms, was - ^.12,344,676. 2. 2-}. 
The total Charges of ma- 
nagement at that Period were 162,813. 15. 8£. 

And the total Annual Intereft 
and Charges of the Public 

Funded Debt was £. 12,507,48 9. t y. M i. 

Your Committee think it neceflary further to ftate, 
that in order to fhew correclly the complete Amount of 

the 
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the Annual Charge, the Sum of £. 1,000,000, ifiued to 
the Commiffioners for reducing the National Debt, 
fhould be added, to the Intereft and Charges of the 
Debt exifting on the 5th of January 1793 : And that 
a further Annual Sum, in refpcct of the £. 1 per Cen- 
tum per Annum on Capital funded fince the 5th of 
January 1793, payable to the faid Commiffioners, 
amounting tOj£. 923,154. 19. 4. fhould be added alfo 
to the Intereft and Charges of the Debt created fince 
that Period. 

Thefe being taken together, 

viz. - - . - J. 1,923,154. 19. 4. 

and added to the former 

Sum, viz. - - 12,507,489. 17. 

the total Annual Charge of 

the Public Funded Debt, 

including the Sums appli- ■ . 

cable to the Reduction 
thereof, as it ftood upon the 

5th of January 1797, was £. 14,430,644. 17. 3^. 



§ 4* YOUR Committee alfo beg leave to obferve, 
that neither the Amount of the Stock created by fund- 
ing certain Navy, Victualling, Tranfport, and Exche- 
quer Bills, in the Courfe of the prefent Seffion, nor by 
the Loan of Eighteen Millions for the Service of the 
Year 1797, are noticed in this Statement ; as they nei- 
ther are, nor by the Courfe of the Exchequer could be, 
included in the Account made up to the Period marked 
out by the Inftrudrions to Your Committee. 



It 



/ 
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It appears however, that the Capital Stock created by 
funding the Bills, amounting to 
£. 13,029,399. 8. was - £> 21,575,774. 
the Loan - 20,250,000, 

Total - * £■ 41,825,774 



The Annual Intereft thereon 

amounts to C t^W**"]** 6 - °- 

The Charges of Management 

upon the above additional 

Debt amount to 18,821. 8. o. 

The farther Annual Sum of 
£ . 1 per Cent, on this addi- 
tional Capital Stock, is - 418,257. 7. o. 

The Total of the Annual In- 
tereft and Charges and £. 1 
per Cent, upon the above ad- 
ditional Debt, amounts to £.2,151,250. x. o. 



Supplement A. § 5 • YOU R Committee, in concluding this Part 
of their Inquiries, think it right to obferve, upon the 
Total of the Capital Stock fo created and fo conftituting 
the Public Funded Debt ; — 1 ft. That its Amount is 
not to be confidered as if it could only be extinguiflied 
by a Redemption at Par ; inafmuch as the progreflive 
Reduction of the National Debt by the prefent Sink- 
ing Fund conftantly operates, by buying up the Debt 
according to the Current Price of the Stocks ; the Effect 
of which they have entered into more fully in a fubfe- 
quent part of this Report ; — 

2ndly. 
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2dly. That the Funded Capital of the Public Debt 
includes in it the Amount of the Capital purchafed by 
the Commiflioners for Reducing the National Djbt ; — 

And gdly, that the Annual Charge upon the Public 
by Way of Intereft, and Annuities for Terms, includes 
in it the Intereft of the Stock purchafed by the Com- 
miffioners, and alfo of the Annuities which have 
expired. 



§ 6. YOUR Committee think it alfo proper to 
ftate here, that by Stat. 35. G. 3. c. 93. Provifion was 
made for guaranteeing the Payment of the Dividends 011 
a Loan of £. 4,600,000 on Account of the Emperor , 
under the Authority of which Statute there has been 
created in Capital Stock £. 3 per 
Cents. - ' - - - £. 3$33*333- 6 - 8- 

and in Annuities for 25 Years 

from lft May 1794 - 230,000. o. o. 



II. 

T A X E S. 

§ 1. 

THE Amount of the Produce for each of the Four Supplement 1 
Years preceding the 5th of January 1797, of the 
Permanent Taxes which exifted previous to the 5 th of 
January 1793, appears to have been, as follows : 

I1H793 - - £• I3>94'»89'- 2 - 4i- 

1794 - - 13,909,492. 6. uf. 

In 
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n ,795, the Produce of thefe Taxes received at the 
Exchequer was - £. I3>33 8 >3 2 7- l l ■ *§* 
but to this muft be added 116,935. 2. 9 

which was paid by the 
Receivers of the Cuftoms, 
out of the Produce of that 
Year's Revenue, in Boun- 
ties to Seamen ; the ac- 
tual Produce of the Taxes 
for the Year 1795 was 

therefore - - - - £• *3AS^ 262 ' ,Q - 1 l i- 



In 1796, the Produce of thefe Taxes received at the 
Exchequer was £.13,187,804. 9. lOf; 

but to this muft be added, 
for Payment of Bounties 

to Seamen, - - - 52,881. 14. 6. 
and alfo, for Payment of 

Bounties on Corn, - - 573,418. 4. 9. 

The aftual Produce of the 

Taxes for the Year 1796 

was therefore - £. 13,814,104. 9. i| 

Your Committee think it proper to obferve, that the 
Stoppage of the Diftilleries between June 1795 and 
November 1796, muft have materially affefled the 
Amount of that Part of the Produce which arifes from 
the Duty on Britilh Spirits. What the prccife Defici- 
ency occafioned by this Circumftance may be, it is not 
poflible to ftate ; but upon comparing the Produce of 
the Duties on Britilh Spirits in 1796, with the Average 
Produce of the fame Duties of 1793, 1794, and 1795, 
it appears that the Deficiency in 
*79 6 is - - - , £. 557,793. 



But 
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But as Your Committee thought that fome Allow- 
ance ought to be made for the Increafe of the Duty on 
Foreign Spirits during the Stoppage of the Diftilleries, 
they proceeded to compare the actual Produce of the 
Duty on Foreign Spirits in 1796, amounting to, 
£. 831,241. with the Average Produce in 179:?, 1794, 
and 1795, amounting to £. 737,824, from which rc- 
lults an Excels of £. 93,427, in 1796, which Excels, 
fubtrafted from £. 557,793, being the Deficiency upon 
the Duty on Britilh Spirits, leaves a Sum to be added to 
the Produce of thefe TaAes in 1796, 
amounting to * - £. 464,266. 



Some Allowance, however*, itpon this computed 
Amount of the Lofs upon the Diftilleries fhould be 
made, in Consideration of any Increafe of Duties up. n 
Beer which may have taken place within the fame 
Period, and on that Account ; but what the Amount 
of that Allowance may be, Your Committee have not 
the Means of afcertaining. 

Upon the Refult of this Examination, Your Com- 
mittee find the actual Average Produce of the Per- 
manent Taxes for thefe Four Years to be 
about - - - ' ' £• 13,780,000 



To which, if there be an Addition for the Deficiency 
occafioned by the Stoppage of Diftilleries, as eftimated 
upon the Firft Principle, it will be £. 13,919,000 

and upon the Second * - £.13,896,000 

Your Committee, adverting to the Eftimate of the 
probable Produce of the Permanent Taxes made by the 

C Seled 
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Seleft Committee of 1791, upon an Average of the 

Three preceding Years, find it to have 

been - - - £• '3>472>oo° 

exclufive of any additional Allowance for the Taxes 
-impofed in 1789, or for any probable Increafe in the 
Produce of the Duties on Tobacco. 

From this Sum mutt be deducted the Average Pro- 
duce of the Taxes repealed in 1792, amounting, as ap- 
pears by Papers laid before the Houfe of Commons on 
the 10th and 15th February 1792, to about £.223,000. 
leaving a. Sum of - - £. 13, 249,000 

Your Committee have alfo thought it proper to 
afcertain the Average Produce of the Permanent Taxes 
during the Four Years which immediately preceded the 
prelent war j and they find the fame to have been, after 
allowing for the Deduction of the Shop Tax, and the 
Duties repealed in 1792, about* £. 13,831,000. 



Your Committee have the Satisfaction of obferving, 
that the a&ual Produce of the lame Taxes, on the 



* N. B. Produce in each of the Four Years : 

1789, deducing Shop Tax - - - - £.13,374,000 

1790, not deducing Arrears of Shop Tax - 14,072,000 

1791, - . - Ditto - - 

1792, - - Ditto 



14,239,000 
14,412,000 



* Total - £-56,095,000 
Deducing 3 § Years of Produce of Taxes repealed 

in '79* - 770,000 



Reduced Total - £.55,325,000 



Annnal.Average upon 4 Years of Peace - - £.13,831 ,000 



* sic in orig. Average 
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Average of the Four Years of War (without making - 
any Allowance for the Stoppage of the Diftilleries) ex 
ceeds the Eftimate formed in 1791 by above £-530,000 

and is below their Average Produce in the Four pre- 
ceding Years of Peace only by - £. 50,000. 

And making fuch Allowance, on either of the 
Grounds above ftated, it would exceed the faid Efti- 
mate of 1 7 91, by about £. 650,000. 

and exceed the faid Average Produce by 

more than - - £. 60,000. 



§ 2. YOUR Committee have next proceeded to 
examine the Produce of the feveral Taxes provided for 
defraying the increafed Charge of the Public Debt, from 
the 6th of January 1793 to the 5th of January 1797; 
dittinguifhing the Produce of each Year. 

Upon this Examination they find, that the Duties 
continued in 1793 produced, , 



In 1793 - £- 2 47> 6 3 8 - o- °- 
1794. - £. 248,858. 10. 6. 

1795 " £-^02,385. o. o. 

1796 - £.166,813. o. o. 

That the Duties continued and impofed in 1 794 produced, 
In 1794 - £.618,040. 13. 4l- 

1795 - £.822,122. 9. of. 

1796 - £.818,868. 4- 7T- 
That the Duties impofed in 1795 produced, 

In 1795 - £• i,373> 000 - 9- 7- 
" 1796 - £• i>332»794« l 9> #■ 



And they find that the Duties impofed 1796 had pro- 
duced, on the 5th of Jan. 1797, £. 604,644. 9. a|. 

C 2 In 
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In ftating the Produce of thefe feveral Taxes, Your 
Committee think it neceflary to ohlerve, that the Pro- 
duce of New Duties within the firft Year of their being 
impofed, can ieldom afford correct Means of eftimating 
their real Productivenefs. In fome Ihftances, the Firft 
Year has been more productive than fubfequent Years ; 
but, in general, the Firft Year has been lefs productive ; 
the Collection of moft Duties net taking place before a 
confiderabie Part of the current Year has elapfed, and 
a confiderabie Part of the Produce of the Fraction of 
the current Year not being paid into the Exchequer till 
after the Termination of that Year, and the Modes cf 
Collection not being brought at their Beginning to their 
greateft Degree of Efficacy, an accurate EHimate of it 
cannot be made from the Amount of its Produce which 
appears upon the Exchequer Accounts. 

Your Committee were, however, defirous of examin- 
ing how far the Produce of the Taxes impofed in the 
Three Firft Years of the War (of which alone, at pre- 
fent, your Committee have been enabled to form any 
adequate Judgment) .appears fufficient to defray the 
Charges ol luch Part of the Public Debt as has been 
funded during the fame Period. For this Purpofe they 
have looked to the Year moft diftant from their Com- 
mencement, as affording, for the Reafons above given, 
the beft Means to judge of their Productivenets. 

In 1793, they find, - that the Annual Charge upon 
the Pubiic, on Account of the Intereft, Management, 
and £. 1 per Cent, upon the Debt funded 
' in i 793 , was - . . . £ 252j8l2 . 



The Produce of the Duties anfwerable for this Charge 
was, in the Year 1796, only - £. 166,813. 

But 
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But Your Committee think it their Duty to obferve, 
that this Produce muft have been material. y affe&ed by 
the Stoppage of the Diftilleries, which prevailed from 
June 1795 to November 1796. 

If Addition were made to the preceding Sum, calcu- 
lated upon the Principles adopted upon the- fame 
Subject under the Head of Permanent Taxes, according 
to the firft of thefe Principles, ir would be £. 81,820. 
and the Produce of the Duties in 1796 
would be - - - £. 248,633. 

Or, if made according to the Second Principle, the 
Addition would be £. 66,147. and the 
Total - £.23^,960. 

In either Cafe it appears nearly equal to defray the 
Charges created in the Year 1793. 

In 1794, the Annual Charge upon the Public, on 
Account of the Intereft, Management, and £. 1 per 
Cent, of the Debt funded in 1794, 
appears to be - - - - £. 773,824. 

The Produce of the Duties continued and impofed in. 
that Year, appears to have been, in 
the Year 1796 - • - £.818,868. 

An Obfervation fimilar to that made upon the Year 
1793, arifes upon the Part of thefe Duties which was 
railed upon Spirits, fo far as the fame was affected by 
the Stoppage of the Diftilleries. 

The Addition to be made in this Refpecl, upon the 
pirft Principle of Calculation, would be £. 85,668, 
and would make the whole Produce of thefe Duties 
about -■,*£. 904,536. 



The 
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The Addition to be made upon the Second Principle 
would be £. 38,428, and would make the total Pro- 
duce about - - - £- %59>2g6. 

It appears alfo that the Sum of £. 66,000 was received 
in 1795 for the increafed Duty on Spirit Licences, upon 
which nothing appears to have been received in 1796. 

In every View they appear to leave a considerable 
Surplus, after defraying the Charges of the Debt created 
in the Year 1794. 

In 1795, tne Annual Charge upon the Public, on 
Account of the Intereft, Management, and £. 1 . per 
Cent, upon the Debt funded in 1795, 
was £. 1,227,415 

The Produce of the Duties anfwerable for this Charge 
was, in the Year 1796 - - £. 1,332,794. 

The former Obfervations upon the Duties impofed on 
Spirits might here alfo be applicable ; but as no adequate 
Judgment can be formed from the adtual Receipt in 
1795, it being the Firft Year of their Commencement, 
your Committee have no Grounds for forming an Efti- 
mate upon the fame Principles. 

Supplement u. The New Duty upon Wine produced, 

In '795 - £-736,871- o o. 
In 1 796, only - £. 432,689 . o. o. 

The Difference has probably arifen partly from the 
Duty having been taken in 1795 u P on the Stock in 
Hand, which fwelled the Produce of that Year, and 
partly from the decreafed Importation in 1796. 



Eftimating 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 



Estimating, however, the Produce of thefe Duties only 
by the actual Receipt in 1796, they appear al o to ex- 
ceed, by. a considerable Sum, the Charges of the Debt 
created in that Year. o 

In 1796, the Charge upon the Public, for the 
Intereft, Management, and £. 1. per Cent, upon the 
Debt created, was - £. 1,85 1,226. 

The actual Receipt at the Exchequer of the Duties 
impofed in that Year, was, on the 5th 
of January 1797, £. 604,644. 



Your Committee, for many of the Reafons above 
affigned, do not think it poflible for them at prefent to 
form, upon fimilar Grounds, an Eftimate of a whole 
Year's Produce of the Duties impofed in 1796; neither 
do they think it advifeable to delay this their Firft 
Report, by entering into any detailed Examination of 
the Particulars ; they feel it, however, their Duty to 
obferve, that no adequate Judgment can be formed of 
the future Produce of thele Taxes from the actual Re- 
ceipt at the Exchequer at the above-mentioned Period. 

They have fubjoined to this their Firft Report, a 
Statement of the Dates at which the feveral Taxes im- 
pofed in the Year 1796 commenced, and fuch other 
Documents as have been laid before them upon this 
Subject. 



III. 
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III. 

UNFUNDED DEBT, and DEMANDS 

OUTSTANDING. 

YOUR Committee have next proceeded to examine 
and (late the Amount of the Unfunded Debt, 
and Demands outftanding on the 5th of January 1797 * 
under the Heads of Exchequer, Treafury, Army, Bar- 
racks, Ordnance, and Navy, as dated by the refpective 
Offices, in the feveral Accounts annexed ; referving to 
themfelves the Liberty of dating, in any future Report, 
any further Information or Obfervations thereupon, 
which a more detailed Inveftigation may enable them to 
lay before the Houfe. They have diftinguifhed under 
each Head; — ill. What. Part of the Unfunded Debt 
has been provided for ; — 2d. What Part, although 
provided for by the Grants of former Years, had not 
been paid on the 5th of January 1797, by Reafon of 
the Confolidated Fund not having produced the Surplus 
at which it was eftimated , — and 3dly, what Part appears 
at prefent to be unprovided for. 

§ I. THE Unfunded Debt of the Exchequer 
confifts, 1 ft. Of Bills which may be confidered as pro- 
vided for ; viz. Bills (landing out undifcharged for Land 
and Malt Taxes of the Years 1795, 1796, and 17975 
amounting in the Whole to - £. 5,682,000. 



Upon this Matter Your Committee obferve, that al- 
though they are obliged to ftate this Sum as Part of the 
Exchequer Bills (landing out undifcharged, and as 
having the Appearance of an Unfunded Debt, yet that 

it, 
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it confifts principally of an Anticipation (in the ufual 
Form ) of the Land and Malt Taxes already voted by- 
Parliament, which will be re-paid by the Produce of 
thofe Taxes in the regular Courfe of their Collection ; 
the only Part of it which can with any Propriety be 
called an Unfunded Debt, arifes from the Deficiencies 
of Land and Malt ; thefe Deficiencies are conftituted 
by the Intereft due upon the Bills, and by the Differ- 
ence between the Amount of the Sums advanced "by the 
Bink upon thefe Taxes, at a computed Amount of 
£. 2,750,000 per Annum , and the actual Receipt upon Supplement Fj 
thefe Taxes in each Year at the Exchequer, after the 
ufual Deductions for Collection, Payments to Militia, 
&c. and they have uniformly made a Part of the Annual 
Charge, under the Head of Supply. 

2d. — The Second Defcription of Unfunded Debt of 
the Exchequer, is compoled of certain Sums provided 
for out of Funds which, upon the 3th of January 1 797* 
were inlufficient for this Purpofe, viz. 

Exchequer Bills then ftanding out undif- 

charged upon the Land Tax of 1794 £- 141,000. 
Malt Tax of j 794 - 196,000. 

£. 337,000 

which Sum was the Total Deficiency of the Land and 
Malt Taxes of the Year 1794, at the Time of fettling 
the Account of that Year with the Bank. 

Of the fame Sort, is the Amount of Exchequer Bills 
iffued under an A6t of Parliament for raifing a certain 
Sum of Money towards the Supply Anno 
1795 - - £• 368,000. 



D 
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And alio the Amount of Bills ifl'ued under an Aft 
for granting £. 2,895,000 out of the Confolidated 
Fund Anno 1795 - - - *£• 1,154. 000 

And alfo the Amount of Bills, iflued under an Act 
for granting £. 3,500,000 out of the Confolidated 
Fund Anno 1796 '- - - £• 1,323,000 

gdjy. Two Articles of the unfunded Debt of the 
Exchequer appear at prelent to be unprovided for ; viz. 

The Amount of Exchequer Bills irlued under an 
Ad for the Relief of the Merchants trading to, and 
Planters in the Illands of Grenada and 
St. Vincent - - - - jT. 73,000. 

And under the Act for raifing £. 2,500,000 by a 
Vote of Credit Aiino 1796 - £. t,i 10,600. 

It appears therefore that the Exchequer unfunded 
Debt provided for, is \ - - £. 5,682,000. 
The Part which was, on the 5th of 
January .1797, infufficiently pro- 
vided for ... . 3,182,600. 
And the Remainder which is unpro- 
vided for, - - . 1,183,600. 

Total - £. 10,048,200. 



§ 2. THE outftanding Demands upon the Treafury 
confided, on the 5th of January 1797 - t 



* N. B. In this Sum is included the Sum of £. 1,023,000, Hated 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer (for Re-payments to the Bank) 
4i Part of the Supply for the Year 1707. 

Of 
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Of Articles voted in 1796, and provided for out of 
Funds which, upon the 5th of January 1797, were in- 
efficient for this Purpofe £.102,012. 6. if. 

And of other Articles, ap- 
pearing at prefent to be un- 
provided for, amounting to - 370,144. 16. 2^. 

Total - £.472,157. 2 . 4I. 



§ 3- THE Trcafury Bills paid at the Bank, pre- 
vious to the 5th of January 17.97 £.1,186,415. 

Thofe accepted before, but paid 
fince, viz. - 547,000. 
And the Warrants for Army Service 
due and undue on 5th January 
1797, appear to be feverally unpro- 
vided for, and amount to - 355>°54' 

Total - £. 2,088,469. 



Supplement H. 



§ 4- THE Extraordi nary Expences of the Army Supplement 1. 
incurred, and paid by the Paymafter General from the 
25th December 1795 to the 24th December 17.96, both 
inclufive, appear to be unprovided for, and amount 
to - - - £ 3^87.476. 6. 6. 

Thefe Extraordinaries have heretofore been ufually 
ftated as Part of the Supply for the Year fubfequent to 
that in which they were incurred and paid. 

But it is neceffary to obferve, that this Sum, when Supplement k. 
voted, will afford the Means of paying the Sum of 

D2 £• 1*583,243. 
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1,583,243. which appears to have been an out- 
ftanding Demand for Army Services on 5th of January 
1797. 

In like Manner the Sum of £. 150,780, being a De- 
mand outftanding in Part of the Sum of £.290,000, 
voted by Parliament ior the Erection of permanent 
Barracks, would be re-paid out of thefe Army Extraor- 
dinaries when voted. 



Supplement m. § 5* IN tne Barrack Department there is an out- 
ftanding Demand unprovided for, of /. 288,04s. 



§6. IN" the Ordnance there appears to be an out- 
ftanding Demand, of which £. 136,780. 4. 3. is 
ftated to have been unprovided tor, the Remainder hav- 
ing been already granted in this Seflion of Parliament ; 
but in the prefent View of this Subject, the Whole may 
be confidered as unprovided for £.717,741. o. 1. 



§ 7- THE Unfunded Debt 
of the Navy unprovided for, is £.4,610,246. 14. 4. 

But your Committee obferve, that from the Delay in 
calling for Payment of many of the Charges of which 
this Debt is compofed, a floating Arrear, to a very con- 
fiderable Extent, may generally be expected to 
fubfift, according to the Nature and Extent of this 
Service. 



§ 8. TWO 
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§ 8 . TWO further Demands are alfo to be ftated 
here as unprovided for, viz. 

Hanoverian Troops - £.83,603. 12. 7. 
Brunfwick, Ditto - 7>57°- n - 65. 

. . £ • 91.1 74- 4- *£■ 



§ 9. T O T A L S of the Unfunded Debt. 
1 ft. Charged on Funds which were infufficient on the 
5th January 1797 - £. 3,2^4,012 6. if. 
2d. Unprovided for - 12,736,900. o. 3-i. 

r. 

£. 16,020,912. 6. 5j. 

3d. Provided for, being the 
Anticipation, in the ufual Form, 
upon the Landand Malt Taxes £. 5,682,000. o. o. 



§ 10. YOUR Committee have thought proper to 
compare the Unfunded Debt and Demands outftanding 
on the 5th of January 1797, and the Unfunded Debt 
and Demands outftanding on the 5th of January 1793, 
with a View to afcertain the Increafe of this Defcrip- 
tion of Debt during the War, and they find that the 
Unfunded Debt and Demands outfta ding on the 5th 
of January 1793, confifted of the following Articles: 

1. Exchequer Bills - £.5,500,000. o. o. 

2. Treafury Account - 685,936. 1. 5. 

3. Army Services unfatisfied 641,176. 0.0. s« rP icment a 

4. Ordnance - Ditto - 81,025. 5. 8. 

5. Navy Debt - - - 3»344>397« 3- 5- 

£. 10,252,534. 10. 6. 



For 
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For the Anticipations, in the 
ufual Form, upon the Land and 
Malt Taxes - - - £.2,765,000. o. o. 

And alfo Exchequer Bills, by 
an Adt for railing a certain Sum 
of Money towards defraying the 
Public Expences occa ioiied by 
the Augmentation of his Ma- 
jefty's Forces, which were pro- 
vided for by the Taxes upon the 
Spanifh Armament - 1,213,0 00. o. o. 



§ T I YOUR Committee think proper to obferve 
in this Place that (befides what may be due to the 
Public upon M nies imprelFed, and Balances from Pub- 
lic Accountants*; the fohowingSums have been advanced 
by Way of Loan, and now remain due to the Public : 
Advance by Way of Loan to the Emperor £. 1 ,420,000. 

Ditto, for Relief of the lflands of Grenada 

and St. Vincent ^ - - - £.910,000. 

Ditto paid on Bills drawn by the 
Trcafurers of the laid ] Hands, for the 
Purchafe of Provisions, &c. - 140,000. 

Remitted in Specie to Ireland - £. 52^-500. 

And a further Sum of £. 600,000 is 
propotcd to be advanced to the Plan- 
ters ot Grenada and St. Vincent, in- 
cluded in the Statement of the Supply 
for the prefent Year £. 6co,ooo. 

IV. ESTIMATES. 

* For which fee the Accounts ftated in the feveral Branches of 
Revenue, theCuitoms, Excife, Land Tax, Afleffcd Taxes, Stamps, &c. 
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IV. 

ESTIMATES. 

"\70UR Committee have next proceeded to examine 
and ftate the expected Total Amount of the Pub- 
lic Expences for the Year ending the 5th January 1798, 
as far as the fame can now be afcertained or eftimated 
by the feveral Offices, and they find the Eftimates are 
aS follow, viz. 

ift. Navy £. 12,935,496. o. o. 

In this Eftimate no future 
Charge is included for Neutral 
Cargoes, as the Value lias not 
yet been afcertained by the , 
Alfefibrs appointed by the Ad- 
miralty Court. 

2d. Army, 
Ordinary Ex- £. "| 
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pences - 6,897,938. 5s. 



Extraordinaries 

for 1797. 4,137,000. o. j 

The Extraordinaries of the 
Army for the Current Year 
appear now to be brought for- 
ward, for the Firft Time, by 
Way of Eftimate, having al- 
ways conftituted a Part of the 
Charge of the fucceeding 
Year. 

3d. Barracks - 

4th. Ordnance 

5th. Mifcellaneous Services 

In this Sum are included 
£. 600,000 propofed to be lent 



^ 11,034,958. 5. 9. 
I 



449,076. o. o. 
1,321,024. 17. 6, 

i,i49> 8 43- i 7- 6 - 



Supplement P. 



Supplement Q± 



to 
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to Perfons connected with, 
and trading to the Illands of 
Grenada and St. Vincent, 
and alfo a further Sum of 
.£.464,920. 17. 6. for Arti- 
cles which it has been ufual to 
pay in the Firft Inftance out 
of the Civil Lift, and to propofe 
afterwards to Parliament to 
vote a Sum fufficient to re-pay 
what has been fo advanced. 
6th. A Sum, upon Ac- 
count, for making temporary 
Advances by Way of Loan, 
tor the Service of the Emperor 

The following Articles were 
ftated by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer as Part of the Sup- 
ply for the Year 1797, viz. 
7th. Deficiency of Land and 

Malt 

8 th. Commiflioners for Na- 
tional Debt 

Add to thefe a Vote of Credit, 
which Your Committee are 
informed is intended to be 
propofed to Parliament 



500,0000. o. o. 



350,000. 



o. o. 



200,030. o. o. 



2,500.000. o. o. 



£. 30,440,^98. 11. 8. 



The Re-payments to the Bank, of £. 1,023,000, 
ftated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer as Part of the 
Supply for 1797, are ormtte d here, as having been in- 
cluded in the Sum of j£. 1,154,000, ftated to be a Part 
of the Unfunded Debt of the Exchequer, not fuffici- 
ently provided for on the 51th of January 1797. 

V. WAYS 
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V. 

WAYS and MEANS. 

"V7*OUR Committee find that the Ways and Means 
A already propofed for the Year 1797, confift of, 

Articles voted, viz. 

Land and Malt £. 2,750,000 

Loan - 18,000,000 
Surplus of Grants - 420,000 

£. 2i, 1 70,000 

And of Articles eftimated, viz. 

Growing Produce of the Confolidated 

Fund - - £. 1,075,000 

Exchequer Bills ... . 5,500,000 

Lottery - - - 200,000 

Total - £. 27,945,000 



VI. 

REDUCTION of PUBLIC DEBT. 

"VTOUR Committee have further proceeded to ftate an 
Account of the Progrefs that has been made in the 
Reduction of the Public Debt fince the 5th of July 
1786, of the Sums now Annually applicable thereto, 
and of the further Progrefs which may be expected to 
be made, as far as the fame can be at prefent alcertained, 
in the Reduction of the Debt now exifting. 

E § 1. YOUR 
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§ I* YOUR Committee have great Satisfaction 
upon this Subject, in contemplating the large Means 
which are now Annually employed for the Reduction of 
the Public Debt, and the confiderable Progrefs which 
has been already made towards that important End. 

The Annual Sum now applicable to that Purpofe ap- 
pears to amount to - £. 3,359,799. 6, 1. 



Confiding of the following Heads : 
d upon the Confolidatcd Fund in 
x 7 86 - - - £. 1,000,000 

Annual Grant - . . 200,000 

lntereft of Capital bought - - 700,026 
Annuities expired or fallen in - - 11^,361 
Amount of the 1 £. per Cent, created 

during the War . 1,341,411 



* £■ 3>359>799 



The Capital Stock purchafed by the Application of 
the feveral Sums appears to have been, on the 16th of 
March 1707 - r 



R f ^ ther Pr °S refs t0 be in the 

of lfr° n r eDebt haSbeen Calculated ' ^ Order 
'InuafS^ °T S, t aCC ° rdm S t0 the ^^ion of the 
Annual M.lhon, the lntereft of the Stock redeemed by 

and an , c eXpire , d *"* uncWmed Annuities, 

and an Annual Sum of Two Hundred Thoufand 

*«3fifl^ s f* Sum Totai arifw -p 

if the Report ' " e n0t bn)U g ht fww «d in the Body I 

Pounds 
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Pounds in Aid of this Fund, granted by Parliament, as 
applied to the Reduction of the Debt which exifted be- 
fore the War, and confidered as then amounting to the 
Sum of Two Hundred and Forty Millions. 

Thefe Calculations, of Courfe, depend upon the dif- 
ferent. Prices at which the feveral Stocks in which the 
Fubiic Debt confifts may happen to be purchafed. 

The earlieft Date, according to thefe Calculations, at 
which the Whole of the Debt that exifted prior to 1793, 
and taken at Two Hundred and Forty Millions, would 
be cancelled, is 33 Years, from the ift February 1797 ; 
and even the moft remote Date at which it would be 
cancelled does not exceed 54 Years. 

Your Committee have fubjoined to this Part of their 
Report Copies of thefe feveral Calculations.* 



§ 3* YOUR Committee obferve, that the faid 
Calculations relate only to the Progrefs which will be 
made, upon different Data, in the Reduction of the 
Debt exifting before the War, by the Application of 
the Funds provided for that Purpofe. 

The Reduction of the Debt which has been incurred 
during the War, depends upon different Considerations. 
The Amount of the Sinking Fund applicable thereto, 
including the £. 1 per Cent, on Account of the Loan 
and Bills funded in the prefent Seffion 
amounts tb • ,£.1,34.1,4.11. 



• In the Appendix to the Folio Edition of the Reports prefented 
to the Houfe of Commons, there are feveral large Scales of Calcu- 
lation* for reducing the Debt at the above Period*. 

The 
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The Dividend on the Stock pur- 
chafed thereby is - C-T]y06t 

The Total Amount of the new Sink- 
ing Fund was - . - £• *,4 l8 »479- 

The Capital of the new Debt, to the Redu&ion of 
which this Sum is applicable, is - £. 130,665,896. 



In order to give the Houfe fuller Information upon 
this Part of the Subject, your Committee have called, 
for further Calculations; but in the mean time they 
think it neceflary to obferve, that the new Sinking Fund 
appears to bear a much larger Proportion to the new 
Debt, than the old Sinking Fund, with its Accumula- 
tions, the Annual Grant of Two Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds, and the Annuities expired, does at the prefent 
Moment to the old Debt : And that the old Sinking 
Fund, after reaching the Sum of Four Millions, is no 
longer made applicable by Law to the Difcharge at Com- 
pound Intereft of what may then remain of the old 
Debt ; but the Operation of the new Sinking Fund is 
to continue at Compound Intereft till the new Debt 
{hall be totally extinguished. 

March 31ft, 1797. 



SUPPLEMENT. 



Supplement (A.) 

Ai ACCOUNT of the (liferent PUBLIC FUNDS of which the PUBLIC FUNDED DEBT confiftsj i 
Stock created thereby, and of the Annual Interest or Annuities thereon, and of the Annual Charges of Management upon each, 
the tame itoud on the jth Day of January 1797, and alio as the fame now Hands, 



EXCHEQUER. 

Annuities for Long and Short Terms, and Annuities on Lives 

SOUTH SEA COMPANY, 

On their prefent Capital at/, 3 per Cent, • • ■ 

CHIEF CASHIER of the SOUTH SEA COMPANY. 

Annuities at 3 per Cent. Anno 1751. ■ ■ 

BANK OF ENGLAND. 

On their feveral Capitals at {,3 per Cent, ■ • 

CHIEF CASHIER of the BANK of ENGLAND. 

Annuities at 3 /er Cent, granted A" 1726 • ■ j 
■ ■ £3^rCent.Confolidated ■ • ■ 
■ Reduced ■ • • 
• ■ /.4]wrCent.Confolidated • ■ • 
- ■ j^ffCent, ■ 

Annuities for 99, 98, 80, 78, 77, 66?, 65}, 64J, ad 
63I Years, granted Annis 1761, 1762,1780, 1782, 
17S3, 1784, 1790, 1794, 1795. 1796 ■ ■ • 

• ■ for 10, 30, 29, and 1 81 Years, granted Annis, 1777, 
1778, 1779, and 1790 • ■ • ■ 



Total Debt, as it flood 011 5th January 1797 - ■ [, 
Firft Report, 



DEBT, 



24,065,084 13 n| 



i.qiq.ooo 0 0 



ii,68yoo 0 0 



1,000,000 0 0 

73>'7# 5 'i 
47,899,698 16 4 

41,500,000 0 0 

25,820,491 3 <° 



Annuai Interest 
and Annuities 
for Terras of Years, 



I- * I 
225,677 16 § 



2 10 



57,588 0 0 



327,071,370 19 2* 



1,660,000 0 
1,291,024 II 



932,114 5 ii 

m 0 11 



12,544,676 2 I 



Charges of 
MANAGEMENT, 



Annual Chaice upon 

the Confulidated Fund by Aft 
26 Geo. III. aid Annuity at 
".1 per Cent. npter.ipiials, 
created lint! jti Ju 
payable to the CommiiTionert 
for reducing tie National 
Debt. 



4,780 6 



14,022 .3 2 



3 5 



450 0 0 
72,366 15 11? 
19,446 12 i\ 
18,44617 0 
11,619 4 4! 



10,486 5 8{ 

4,662 2 9! 



1,000,000 0 0 



162,813 15 



658,500 0 9 

63,750 0 0 

87,500 0 0 

79,50419 4 



0 0 



1,023,15419 4 



Carried over 2 J ,W,J,i ' ' W ' 5 4 



2S 



Supplement (A.) MmL 



PUNDED during the prefcnt Sefllon of PARLIAMENT, 
NAVY, VICTUALLING, and TRNSPORT BILLS, 



3 />^r Cent, added to 3 "^sr Cent. • D° 

EXCHEQUER BILLS, 
lit, added to cjfr Cent, - D, ■ 



Total principal Debt, as it now (lands 



Total Annual Charge of the Public Funded Debt 



327,071,37019 i\ 



2,024,228 18 



I 0 



270,202 4 8 

104,431 5 8 

1,909,699 4 4 

0 0 



522,067 19 ji 



12,344,676 2 2} 


162,813 15 9 


WW '9 4 


101,211 8 11 

30,594 9 0 
493,118 3 10 


910 18 0 
844 3 9 
J.39 6 '5 5 


20,242 5 9 
7,648 12 j 
164,372 14 7 


IjjClO L lit 

4>'77 5 10 
59,990 19 6 


121 ii 10 
46 19 11 
899 17 3 


1,044 6 j 
19,995 19 10 


l,OI2,jOO 0 0 


9,112 10 0 




181,646 11 11 
2,341,66118 7 


iSl^ 11 11 


ft ft 

2,341,661 18 J 


16,583,087 1 nl 







Parliament not as yet appearing complete at the 
Exchequer, that Part of the above Account has 
been obtained from the Bank of England, at the 
particular Direction of the Seleft Committee, that 
the Whole of the Public Debt might appear at 

one View. 



Exchequer, 
t^e 47th Day of March 1797. 



Firft Report, 



I 



Supplement (B.) 



An ACCOUNT of tie Total Net Produce of the Permanent Taxes which exifted previous 
CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, from 
Produce of each Year, 



to the 5th January 179^ under the Heads of 



Confolidated CUSTOMS . . 
Ditto After dedufting {, 1 16,676. 8/, appli 

ing the encreafed Charge it 1756, being the com' 
Saving to the Public in conference of the Allowance for 
Drawbacks on the Exportation of Sugar, reduced in that Year 



Ditto . . Including 75,000, referved out of Paper Duty 1794, in the 
Years ending {th January 1735, 1756, and 1757, and 
{,36,000 referved out of Spirit Licences A 1754, in the 
Years ending 5th January 1755, 1756, 1757 (or fuch Part 
as had been received thereof) thofe Suras being the computed 
Annual Average Produce of former Duties then repealed . 

Confolidated STAMPS, including/ 1 . 128,600, referved out of Bills and Re. 

ceipts, i> 1753, being the Annual Average Produce of for 
mer Duties then repealed . . . L 
Ditto • • Including [, 2,272, Part of {,5479, us, referved out of 
Duty on Hats k 1796, and /", 7,493, Part of 41,079, out of 
Legacies k 1796, and/, 128,600 out of Bills and Receipts 
k 1793, being the Annual Average Produce of former Duties 
then received 



Year ending 
5th January 1794. 



3,% 18 -j 



1,318,263 5 - 



Carried over 



12,145783 17 j 



Year ending 
jtbjaiuyiiij, 



0 II 



12,028,905 11 10 



Year ending 
5th January 1796. 



3,260,835 - 9 



>>3iM 2 2 '5 



jth January 1797. 



1,362,338 7 6 



11,259,340 18 



Firft Report, 



ment (B. ) Cuntkd 



INCIDENTS. 



Seizures 25th Oflober 1760 

Praters . . . . D 1 

Letter Money . . D» 
D» . - after JeMing/", 40,000^ ^. being the computed Increafe of 
that Revenue by Reafon ol the Reftrffion in Franking, purfuant to 
Aft 3,5 Geo. Ill, applicable towards defraying the additional Chargi 



Alum Mines 



Rent of a Light Houfe 
Alienation Duty . 

6i,/ffiii, Deduffion on Penfions, 24th June 1721 . . . 
ft D» . D» . . on Salaries, ^th April 17,58 . . 

Houfe* and WLidows, j 766 

Inhibited Houles, 1779 . 
Haiders aid Pedlars, 1710 

Hackney Coaches and Chairs, 1711 .... 
D° . . . . Do . . 



Hoifes . . D» 
Four.Wheeled Carriages, D° 
Two-Wheeled D» . D° 
Arrears of Female Servants, D° 
D° . Waggons, D<» 
D» . Carts, . D» 
D» • Shops, • D« 
D» . Honfes and Windows, 1717 
D« • Do . . . , 7j j 
D° ■ Men Servants, 1777 



Tenths . . D 



Total of CUSTOMS, EXCISE, and STAMPS . 
GRAND TOTAL . . . 



Exchequer, the 17th Day 
of March 1707. 



Year ending 
jtb January 1794. 



156,000 ■ 



7: 

6 

610 1 7 
250,000 - - 



Tear ending 
jlhjanirjijjj, 



II 10 



3 1 



613 



3»3 6 3 18 6 
12,100 13 3 

13,116-- 

eltil 6 2 



I 2 
7 8 

7,217 11 6 

3> 2 99 4 4 
3,301 - 6 

47 12 4 

549 >4 2 
3>95 8 1 11 
Wi 8 9 



613 4 

2.53° '5 4 
4,626 - - 

'A - 9 

9 1\ 

4 7 



11,000 - - 
13,000 - - 
53,926 7 
110,884 18 ft 

1 -i 

3>«, 8 3i 
2.4°9 9 2 i 
&74 7 10 ; 
W Q - 



Ten ending 
jtli January ijjj, 



Year ending 
jtt January 179;. 



'#,53° '4 18 



159,000 • 



»W 4 

642 1 



5 r 91 

i 7 11 



1,796,107 { nj 
i2,M5.7 8 3 <7 5 



41,891 2 4: 



12,028.901 11 10 



"3 4 
613 4 

I, 924 8 8 
46,951-- 

m '7 5 
JW3 '7 10 
136,807 ij 4} 
3,349 18 10 

II, 000 - - 
12,800 - - 
87,075 14 6{ 

13 it 
147,038 11 - 

40,921' 14 io{ 
176 18 4! 
120 8 uj 
98 11 10{ 



4« ! 4 'I 

9-959 3 'I 



W.797 2 8 
11,586,530 14 6j 



640 3 7 



295,000 — 
960 — 
2 6 8 

{l 3 4 



355-983 8 H 

14^,435 4 ,5 i 
3,510 — 

1 1,50a — * 

13,700 — 

96,679 18 1 

126,803- 6} 

164,982 1 ft 

45.3 l6 3 2 i 
1,240 17 1 

6 - 10 

742 18 - 



-'3 3 
315- 
71 11 5 

i3 8 '4 3i 



1,928,463 11 4 { 
M 18 6 



13,187,804 9 10} 



Firft Report. 



'ement (C) 

Ar, ACCOUNT o( the Total Net Produce paid ^ito the Exchequer of the DUTIES arifing from the STAMP REVENUE tk 
have amounted to {,1,000, or more, f 



Confolidated Duties 
Infurance 1 7B2 - - 
Burials, k 1783 - 
Bills of Exchange 1 783 
Receipts 1783 - 
Hats, 1784 

Plate, 1784 - - 
Stage Duty, k - 
Medicine, 1785 - - 
Game, 1785 - 
Attornies, 1)85 
Pawnbrokers, 1785 - 
Glove, 1785 
Perfumery, 1786 

Ad 1 Duties in Scotland, 1786 - 
Adi Game, 1)91 - - 
Bills of Exchange, 1791 
Receipts, 1791 - 
Attornies, 1794 
Hair Powder Certificates, 1 795 
Ad[ Stamps, 1 795 
Adi Receipts, 1795 
Sea Policies, 1795 
Legacies, 1796 - 
Hats, 1796 







i/j 


1706. 


*797- 










C 1 

/• i 
747,69913 1 

tit t (1 

136,236 j n 




728,762 14 10 


7610 If 0 1 


75 W 11 5 


— 




I?7 9 fl 


131,119 II 0 






3^95 0 1 






•— 


1 1 c. 1 ^16 it 1 
vW 1 4 


]\r\ L\t 1 

4*)°49 4 2 




*— 


12,721 K 1 


8.2(( i 11 


6 til M 1! 

°>54j M 0 




*— 


2(,Q20 17 8 


11 fl17 17 1 




28 >i [ 3 J J 


— 


10u88 I 2 




inn mi h n 


204,061 10 \ 




12,100 0 2 


]1 Ah if, 1 

J~,-|l'j I'J I 




1 1 fill 1 m 

11,073 4 10 




29,209 8 0 


38021 11 8 




of, 9m 0 

jiyui j 5 




2a.88a 11 7 


It Al I 19 f, 






- 


4,II4l6 4 


4,571 on 


4,078 16 11 


4,598 210 


- 


6,071 l6 I 


3,778 .8 3 








4>j4/ 4 1U 


Wl 1 s 






— 


1,587 18 i 


\itt 80 




T.Jtl 10 0 


— 


12,994 8 11 


m 1 3 


16,493 9 2 


14,831 1 4 


- 






120;0U Z ID 


'3'>/7 J '9 1 


I 


- 


- 


43,431 6 0 


44,772 4 8 


L 




12,021 9 0 


16,200 13 6 


20,037 2 9 


: 
- 






193,252 15 0 
16,669 15 8 

5.223 0 0 


184,216 3 0 
48,465 13 7 
7,094 6 1 


- 






33,861 19 0 


97,109 4 1 




— . — 




— mm 


7493 0 0 
2,272 0 0 




6,900 1 11 


7457 7 




6,756 911 


I 


1,348,93912 1 


1,410,311 n 10 


1,670,219 19 3 


1,764,41318 2 



March 22d 1707. 



Firll Report, 



I 



Supplement ( D. ) 

An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of WINE imported into, and 
exported from Great Britain, with the Quantity retained for 
Home Consumption, in the Four Years preceding the 5th 
January 1797 j diftinguilhing each Year. 



YEARS. 


IMPORTED. 


EXPORTED. 


Retained for 
Home Confumption. 




tuns. Hhd. Gall. 


Tuns. Hhd. Gall. 


Tuns. Hhd. Gall. 


^1793— 


22,788 3 40 


2,756 O 40 


20,032 3 O 


—1794— 


27,868 2 49 


2,650 3 14 


W7 3 35 


—1795— 


32>o33 1 37 


1,656 3 22 


30,376 2 15 


— 1796— 


i9>079 1 3 8 


3,679 2 58 


*5*399 1 43 



Infpe&or General's Office, 
Cuftom Houfe, London, 
March 27th 1797. 



flirfl Report. 



F 



Supplement ( E. ) 



An ACCOUNT of the Grofs Afleflment of the Additional 
Duties on HORSES, and of the New Duties on HORSES 
and DOGS, and of the Ten per Cent on Assessed Taxes, 
impofed by feveraL Ads of Parliament paiTed in the 36th Year 
of His Majefty ; deducing the probable Charges of Manage- 
ment. — For England and Wales. 



GROSS ASSESSMENT. 



Additional Duties on Horfes 
New Duties on Horfes — 
Duties on Dogs (| of a Year) 
Ten per Cent, on Afleffed Taxes 



Charges of Management — 



£■ 
105,842 

90,772 
137.122 



s. 

2 

6 
5 



J. 

6 
1 1 

z 4 



401,652 


9 °i 


10,878 


1 6 


39°>774 


7 H 



As no additional Officers were appointed upon thefe Duties being 
impofed, the Charges of Management are only 6\d. in the Pound. 

Office for Taxes, 
z zd March 1797. 
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Supplement ( G. ) 



AN ACCOUNT of th'o OUTSTANDING DEMANDS at the Treafury 

on the 5th of January 1797? 



OUTSTAND'NG DEMANDS on the 5th January 1797. 
For the Civil EltablifiVnents of the American Colonies for 1796 
For t ae African Company — — — — 

For the Levant Company — — — 

For the Board of Agriculture — — -1 

For the Britifh Mufeum — — — 

For the Clerks at the Exchequer, for directing and paying the 

Orders for Ame-ican Sufferers 
For the Expence of preparing and drawing the Lottery Anno 

, 79 6 — — 
To complet? £. 473,979. 3-r. \%d. to replace Payments out of 

Civil Lilt — ' — — — 33,529 

For American Sufferers per Afis z3th and 30th Geo. IH. — 8,103 
For Repayment of Iffu.es out of Civil Lift — — 275,514 



ZP.2(9 
20,000 
5,000 
2,000 
1,500 

— ' ° — 1,160 
no 

— 10,500 



d. 
o 
o 
o 
0 
o 



The above Services have been voted. 

SERVICES to be provided for. 

For John Farhill, Efqr, Secy to Com<n rs for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt. — — — — 

To John Wilmot, Efqr, for a Clerk to fuperintend the Office for 
American Claims — — — — 

For the French Clergy and Laity for November and December 

To Duncan Campbell, for confining Convicts, to izth, Oc- 
tober 1796 — — . — — 
To James Bradley, - .-D° - -- - to 20th De- 
cember 1796 — — — — 
For Repairs of the Fleet Prifcui — — — 
For Do - of the King's Bench Prifon — — 
On Account of Profecucions by Solicitor of the Mint — 
For Officers of the Houfe of Lords, for Attendance on the Trial 
of Mr. Haftings — — — — 
For the Salary of the Chief Juftice of Newfoundland — 
Bills drawn from or on Account of the Settlement of N. S? Wales 
For Expenccs in confequence of the Alien Bill — — 
Excefs of Foreign Secret Service — — 



£. 377,526 14 ij 



796 


»9 


6 


110 


0 




31,000 


0 


0 


3.033 


4 


0 


9,628 


12 


6 


4-5»5 


8 




5> 6 72 


3 


3l 


1,461 


»5 


6 


2,806 


8 


0 


6 93 


>5 


0 


31,825 


»4 


1 


1,740 


9 


0 


i>345 


'9 


3 



Mi »:'•'. 

The Deficiences of the Land and Malt 1794, 
are not included here, as they are inferted in the 
Accompt of ihe Unfunded Uebt and Outttanding 
Demands at the Exchequrr. 

Nor the Bills of Exchange, drawn on the 
Lords Coram iffioners of His Majefty'sTr^fury, 
as they are included in afcparate Accompt made 
up here this Day. 



£.472,157 2 4* 



Treafury Chambers, Whitehall, 
March 18th 1797. 
( 



Supplement ( H. ) 



An ACCOUNT of Warrants for Army Services due and unpaid on 
the 5th of January 1797, and of Treasury Bills due to the Bank 
on that Day; and alfo of Trkasury Bills which had been accepted 
on the ,5th of January, but had not then been paid. 



Extraordinary Warrants and Contingencies to General and £ . 

Staff Officers — — — — 58,876 
For Colonels of Regiments, to provide Knapfacks, Ac 

coutrements, &c. — — — 20,396 
For Cloathing for Augmentations to different Corps — I 4t4°9 
Allowances for Lodes of Cloathing, Baggage, &c. be- 
longing to Officers on Service — — 79$59 
Jot Bat, Baggage, and Forage Money — — 27,708 
for Camp Contrails in England, in 1796 — — 23,2,54 
For Camp Equipage — — — • 20,656 
For Accompts outilanding, to complete Pay of Volunteer 
Corps, for Levy Money and Sublicence of fundry Corps 
of Fencibles, and for various other Services — 109,896 



355>°54 



Treafury Bills paid at the Bank previous to 5th January 

1797 — — r- — 1,186,415 
y> - - - paid at the Bank, fince the 5th of January 

1797, which had been accepted previous to that Day 547,000 

£. 2,088,469 



Treafary Chambers, Whitehall, 
March 18th 1797. 



I 



Supplement ( I. ) 

ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the ARMY 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Paymafter General of 
His Majesty's Forces, from the 25th of December 1795 to the 
84th of December 1796, both inclufive ; and not provided for bjr 
Parliament. 



1 V 




£■ 


j, 


d. 


Vi&ualling — — — 




23,466 


11 




Bills of Exchange drawn by fundry Perfons 




3>43 2 -78o 




t 


Expences in Nova Scotia and Canada — 




93,092 


2 


2 


Fay, &c. of fundry Black Corps, &.c. 




9l,66l 


I 


Ck 


Pay of Sundry Officers, &c. — — . 




2 7.843 


3 


O 


Bread, Forage, &c. tor Home Encampments 




178,038 


1 1 


I 


Bat, Baggage, and Forage — — 




98,616 


i 


O 


To the Barrack Department for Coals, Candles, Beer, 








Forage, &c. — — 




619,977 


6 


t'r 


Hofpital Bedding, Camp Neceffaries, &c. 




209,165 


11 


0 


Contingent Difburfemenrs for Hofpitals, &c 




54,O0O 


0 


0 


Contingent Allowances for Foot Guards 




1 3.956 


17 


0 


To be remitted for the Service of His Imperial Majefty 


400,000 


0 


0 


Sundry Milcellaneous Services — 




*3».447 


16 


4 




£■ 


5.374. 6 4 6 


0 


0 


Dedefi, 








Voted on Account, and fundry Re-payments, &c. 


1,987,169 13 


6 






3.387.476 


6 


6 



Pay Oftxc, Horfe Guards, 
2 1 ft ,M arch 1797. 



Supplement ( K. ) 

An ACCOUNT of the Demands for Army Services ouiftanding 
on the 5th of January 1797; diltinguilhing the Particulars of which 
the fame confift. 



Off-reckonings — — — - 

Militia Cloathing — — , — 1 

Cloathing and Accoutrements for Augmentations to 
the Forces — — — — 

Horfe Furniture for D» — — — 

Allowances to the Captains, Paymafters, Surgeons, &c. 
Pay of the Garrifons in Great Britain, Gibraltar, Ame- 
rica, and the Weft Indies — — 1 
Pay of the General and Staff Officers, and Officers of 
the Hofpitals in Great Britain, America, the Weft 
Indies,- Gibraltar, Corfica, and the Cape of Good 
Hope — — — — 
Recruiting — — — 
Marches, Contingencies, and Neceffaries — 
Half pay — • • — — — 
Widow's Pennons — — — 
In-Penfion of Chelfea Hofpital — — 
Sundry Public Offices — — — 

£> 



£. s. «fc 

530,548 o o 

108,538 0 a 

112,030 o o 

22,654 o o 

96,687 o o 

5-4.947 0 0 



3»7."3 8 3 
120,536 

93-49° 
90,000 

3>.5°® 
12,930 
20,000 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



o 
a 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



1,538,243 o 



Provifion has been made for the Payment of the Whole of this Sum 
in the Army Eftimates. 

The Amount of Arrears due to the Officers of the feveral Regiments, 
Troops, and Companies of the Regular, Fencible and Militia Forces, 
cannot be afcertained until the Regimental Accounts of each particular 
Year have been examined at the War Office ; but Provifion has been 
made for the Payment of thefe Arrears in the Annual Eftimates voted by 
Parliament. 

Bills of Exchange drawn on the Paymafter General had been accepted 
previous to the 5th of January, but not paid till after that Day, 
to the Amount of — — 217,548 3 % 

chiefly on Account of the Subfiftence of the Troops on Foreign Stations. 



Pay Office, Horfe Guards, 
J7th March 1797. 



Supplement ( L & M. ) 

An ACCOUNT of all Demands outftanding on the 5th Day 
of January 1797, for the Service of the BARRACK 
DEPARTMENT; diftinguifhing the Particulars of 
which the fame confift. • 



Demands outftanding on the 5th January 1797, onl 
Account of the Sum of £. 290,000, voted by Par- > 
liament for the Ereftion of Permanent Barracks J 

D Q - - D° - - D°, for Supplies and Services in"> 
the Barrack Department for the Year 1796, for I 
which Bills have been accepted - J, 

D° - - D° - - D°, on Account of Temporary-* 
Barracks erected and provided in the Year 1796, 
for Troops {rationed on the Coaft in the Counties of • 
EfTex, Kent, Suffex, and Hants, and the Supply 
of Furniture and Utenfils for the fame 



C- 438,828 



Barrack Office, 
17th March 1797. 



150,780 



232,815 



55>*33 



Supplement ( N. ) 

OUTSTANDING DEMANDS on the 5th Day of 

January 1793. 





6 


i ' 

J * 


A 


Services Anno 1792 - 


372,979 


5 


5} 


To complete /. 463,601 1 1 3 . granted for the 








Ordnance 1792 




1 1 


3 


For the Salary of the Chief Juftice of Bermuda 


580 


0 


0 


For the Salary of the Chief Juftice of Dominica 


600 


0 


0 


For the Clerks at the Exchequer, for directing 








and paying the Orders for American Sufferers 


716 


0 


0 


For the Ulhef of the Exchequer, for NecefTaries 


155 


10 


6 


For John Farhill, Efq ; Secretary to the Com- 








miflioners for reducing the National Debt 


712 




d 


For the Expence of preparing and drawing 








the Lottery Anno 1792 


10,700 


0 


0 


For American Sufferers - 


6,233 


*9 


io| 


Bills drawn on the Treafury, and accepted, 


99> 6 73 






payable at the Bank - - 


6 


4 




1 


5 



Tfeafury Chambers, Whitehall/ 
March 23d 1797. 



Supplement ( O. ) 



An ACCOUNT of the Demands for ARMY SERVICES, 
which were outftaa'ding on the 5th of January 17933 diftin. 
guilhing the Particulars of which the fame conilftcd. 

■ ' ' ■ 1 ■ r . 1 r • — y. • ■ 





L 


J". 


j 

a. 


v-'Ji-rvCLK.oriirigs » • « 


■t rs a Rio 


r\ 




Allowances to Captains, Paymafters, Surgeons, 








&c. ,' r ■- >..* 


19,211 


0 


0 


Pay ot the Garnfons in Great Britain, Gibraltar, 








North America, and the Weft Indies 




0 


O 


Pay of the General and Staff Officers, and 








Officers of the Hofpitals in Do. t 


16,744 


0 


Q 


Recruiting, Poundage, Marches, and Contin? 








gencies, Extra Feed of Dragoon Horfes, &c. 


23,65s 


0 


O 


Half Pay 


J 00,000 


0 


O 


Widows Penfions - - - 


4,opo 


0 


0 


In-Penfion of Chelfea Hofpital ? - 


12 >3+3 


0 


9 


Extnjordinanes of (he Year 1792 - - 




0 


0 




/• 641,176 


0 


0 



In the above Account no mention is made of Arrears due to 
the Officers of the feveral Regiments, Troops, and Companies 5, 
as it appears that the Over-Payments made to fome Regiments^ 
have in general balanced the Amount of Arrears due to others. 

f*ay Office, Horf? Guards^ 
22d Marcfy 17517. 



Supplement ( P, ) 



An ESTIMATE of the expecled Total Amount of the Public 
Ekpence for the Service of the BARRACK DEPARTMENT 
for the Year ending the 5th January. 1798, as far as the fame 
can be afcertained j diftinguilhing the different Heads of 
Service. 



Forage for the Cavalry ftationed in Barracks in Great 
Britain 

Beer for Cavalry and Infantry In Barracks in Great 

Britain, Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, and Scilly 
Co;_is and Candles for Do - - Do - - Do 
Repairs of Buildings, Bedding, Furniture, &c. 
On Account of Barrack Department in the Ifland of 



St. Domingo 



at Gibraltar 

at Newfoundland 



On Account of - - Do - 
On Accouut of - - Do - 
On Account of Hoipitals - 
Barrack. Mailer's Expenditures, Rents, Lodging Money 
for Officers, Allowance to Governors, &c. Office 
Eflablilhment, Fees - 
For providing Temporary Barracks in the County of 
Kent, and alfo for the Erection of Buildings for the 
Reception and Accommodation of Prifoners of War, 
and for the Troops necefiary to guard them, and for 
Furniture, &c. at Norman Crois near Peterborough 
1 



105,770 

77,96* 
51,666 
40,000 

10,000 
2,000 
2,300 

30,000 



35.669 
449,076 



Barrack Office, 
l^th March, j^c^. 



Supplement ( 0' ) 



An ESTIMATE of the expeaed Amount of PUBLIC EXPES : CES\ 
under the Head of Miscellaneous Services, for the Year 
ending the 5th January 1798. 



Plantation Eftimates • 

To difcharge Principal and Intereft on Orders 

grantingCompenfation to American and Eafl 

Florida Sufferers - 
Loan to Perfons connected with, and trading 

to, the Iflands of Grenada and Saint Vincent 
African Forts - 
Board of Agriculture - 
Extraordinary Expences of the Mint 
For confining and maintainingConvi&s at Home 
For printing Journals, Copies of Bills, Votes, 

&c. - ' - 

French Clergy and Laity 
Foreign Secret Service - 
Expences in Confequence of the Alien Bill - 
Bills drawn, and which may be drawn, for or 

on Account of the Settlement of" New South 

Wales - 
Penfions and Allowances to American Loyalifts 







d 




0 


0 


51,682 


17 


6 


600,000 


0 


0 


13,000 


0 


0 


3,000 


0 


b 


i ,800 


0 


0 


32,0c 0 


0 


0 


7,000 


0 


0 


180,000 


0 


0 


150,000 


0 


0 


2,000 


0 


0 


30,000 


0 


0 


46,120 


0 


0 



Whitehall, Treafury Chambers, £• 1,149,843 1 7 6 

1 8th March 1797. ~ 

The only Sums iucluded in this Account which hate been voted by Parliament, 
are, the Sums of £. 33,241, for Plantation Eftimates ; of £. 51,682. 17/6, to 
difcharge Principal and Intereft on Orders granting Compenfation to American 
and Eaft Florida SufFerers ; and of £. 600,000 to be iffued by Way of Loan, for 
the Relief of Perfons connected with the Iflands of Grenada arid St. Vincent ; 
the latter of which Sums was voted fince the Eftimate of Supply and Ways and 
Means for the Year 1797 was Hated to Parliament, and was not included in that 
Eftimate. 

The remaining Articles of Expenditure contained in this Account, confift of 
Sums which are not capable of precife Eftimate. It has been ufual to pay fuch 
Sums in the firft Inftance out of the Civil Lift, and to propofe afterwards to Par- 
liament to vote a Sum foificient to re-pay what has been fo advanced. 

SECOND 



SECOND REPORT. 



( Ordered to be printed April 1797. ) 

Your Committee 

TTAVING, in their Firft Report, forborne to enter 
into a detailed Examination of the Particulars 
which mud be taken into Confideration in forming any 
Eftimate of the Produce of the Duties impofed in the 
Year 1796 — They think proper to refume this Head of 
Inquiry, before they proceed to the lubfequent Parts of 
their Inftruclions. 

§ I. SINCE the Firft Report of Your Committee 
was prefented to the Houfe, another Quarterly Account 
of the actual Produce of the Taxes impofed in 1796,- 
has been made up at the Exchequer : And other Do- 
cuments alfo have been received, which were not then 
prepared. 

Your Committee indeed are ftill of Opinion, that no 
correct Eftimate can be made of the real Produclivenefs 
of thefe Duties from the Amount of their Receipt within 
the Firft Year, and more efpecially on Account of the 
very peculiar Circumftances which affed the Operation 
of fome of thefe Taxes : But they think, that fuch 
Materials as have been collected upon this Occafion^ 
are of fufficient Importance to deferve the Attention of 
the Houfe, and that a due Examination of them will 
afford the following Details and Refults. 

The Charge upon the Public for Intereft, Manage- 
ment, and £. 1 per Cent, on the Debt 
created in 1796, was * * £.1,851.226 



E 



The 
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The Monies arifing out of the Taxes impofed in 
1796, and of a Nature applicable to defray this Charge, 
are, firft, Monies which have been actually received ; 
and, fecondly, Monies which remain due upon Bond 
or Afledraent : And a Refult, approaching towards the 
Amount of a Firft Year's Produce of moft of the Taxes, 
may be colledted from thele feveral Sums. The Cir- 
cumftances of each Tax are as follows : 

1. Horfes; This Tax commenced on the 5th of 
April 1796 ; and there was actually received upon it in 
the Exchequer, on the 5th of April 1797 £. 21,160 
and there was alfo due upon it by. Af- 
feflment, - - - 84,682 

Total - £. 105,842 

2- The Two Shillings additional Duty on Horfes 
commenced at the fame Date, and it had 
produced, on the 5th of April - - £. 23,995 
and there was due upon it, by Aflellment, 66,777 



Total - - £. 90,772 



3. The Ten per Cent, on the Alleffed Taxes com- 
menced at the lame Date, and produced, on the 5th 
April - £.56,350 
and there was due upon it by Aflellment - 80,772 

Total - £. ] 37,122 



4. Dogs; this commenced on the 5th of July 1796, 
and produced, the 5th of April 1797, 
being only Three-Quarters of a Year - £. 6,7 9 $ 
there was due upon it alfo by Affeflment 
iofaYear - .. . £.61,620 

Total - £.6y, 9 i 5 
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5. The Wines Excife commenced on 
the 17 th of April 1796, and produced, 

on the 5th of April 1797 £. 100,720 

and there was due for Three Inftalments 
of Duties bonded in England and Wales 287,561 

Total - - £, 38S,2tfr 

6. Wines Cufloms commenced at the 
fame Date, and produced, on the 5th of 

April - ... £.151,382 

and there was due on Bond - - 10 2. 110 

Total - - £.253,4.1/2 Supplement A. 

, 

7. Sweets; this commenced on the 17th 
of April 1796, and produced, on the 5th 

of April 1797 - - - £.3.282 

8. Tobacco; this commenced on the 
17th of December 1795, and produced, 

on the 5th of January 1797 - - £-164,015 

9. Horfe-Dealers Licences commenced 
on the iff January 1796, and produced, 

on the 5th January 1797 - £• Q3 r 

10. Hats; this commenced on the 5th 
of Auguft 1796, and produced, on the 

5th of April 1797 - - - £• u>6o8 
This appears by adding to the adfcual Re- 
ceipt of - £• 1 65446 

alfo received on the old Tax 5th Jan. 1797 2,272 

and alfo received thereon, 5th April 1797 2,369 

£.21,087 

from which is to be dedu&ed the com- 
puted Produce of the old Tax - - <H79 
The nett Produce of the new Tax for One 
Year, was therefore - - - £• ' r > 6 ° 8 

H, Salt 



4- 
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n . Salt; the computed Arnual Saving, by reducing 
the Allowance for Wafle, between the 5th of January 
1796 and 5th of January 1797, is -. £.32,000 

VlfijJ to 

11. Sugar; the computed Annual Sa b the 
Public on Account of the Reduction on the Drawback 
pn the Export of Sugar, and taken as fuch out of the 
Confolidattd Fund, is * • - £.116,676 

13. Legacies; this commenced on the 5th of An- 
guft 1 - 96, and had produced on the 5th of April 1797, 
the Sum of Fifteen Thoufand Two Flundred and Fifty 
One Pounds : But this is not to be placed to the Ac- 
count of the new Tax of 1796 ; it being fhort of the 
Produce of the whole Tax, which was computed at 
Forty-one Thoufand and Seventy-nine Pounds. 

It appears, therefore, t! at the Total of One Year's. 
Receipt upon the Taxes imppfed in 1796, exclulive of 
the Produce of the AUcfl'cd Taxes for Scotland, and 
taking only Three-quarters of a Year upon the Dog 
Tax, is- r r r - - £. 6S8,4H 

It appears alfo, that there remains clue upon the 
Afftffment for England and Wales - £. £93,851 
to which, if there be added, for One 
Quarter of a Year upon the Dog Tax, 
according to the nctt Amount of the for- 
mer AtreiTment, viz. about .... 22,000 
the fame will amount to - - /• 315^51 
and deducting therefrom the Charges of * 
Management on the Whole of the grofs 
AtleUmeiit, viz. - £ 10,878 

what may remain due for England and 

Wulcs ' is - £• 304,97? 

The nett Affeflment for Scotland upon 
all thefe Taxes, may be taken in Addition 
Supplement b. to the above, viz, - . . r 

~'>.<35 

Total ~ £.326,308 
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And there remains due upon Bonded 
Duties - - - /. 389,671 

The Total, therefore, of the Duties impofed i 1796, 
received or outftanding either upon Bond or Affefirnent, 
for the Year 1796, as appears by the Abftract fubjoined 
to this Report, may be confidered as 
amounting to about - - - £.1,404,393 



§ 2. YOUR Committee, however, cannot clofe 
this Subject, without fubmitting to the Houfe fome 
Obfervations, winch are immediately connected with 
the Details of this Statement, and which muft very ma- 
terially affedt h> Refult, in any View which ..an be taken 
pf the probable Productiveness of thefe Taxes. 

1 /Although the Exchequer Account of the Receipt 

upon thefe Taxes is made up to 5th April 1797, yet 

it is impomble that the Whole of the actual Produce of 

the laft Quarter (hould appear in that Account ; many 

Sums of iYIoney received in the Courfe of Collection 

prior to that Date, not reaching the Exchequer till a 

Period long fubfequent. They hnd aftrong Illuftration 

of this Fact, in remarking, that no Part of the Duties 

of Cuftoms collected in the Out Ports of England 

within the laft 36 Days preceding the 5th of April, can, 

by the Courfe ot Remittance, appear in the Exchequer 

Account of the Quarter ending on that Day ; all thofe 

Duties being remitted by Bills payable at 30 Days, to 

which there muft be added Three Days of Grace, and 

(as the Receiver General pays his Balances Weekly into 

the Exchequer) Three Days more, upon an Average, 

muft be allowed from the Time, when the Bill is paid to 

the Time of Payment into the Exchequer. 

• ' 2. The 



SECOND REPORT: 



2. The AiTtffed Taxes appear generally to have pro- 
duced a nett Revenue nearly equal to the nett Amount 
of their AiTeflment, and that Part of the probable Re-' 
venue may therefore be ftated with rcafonable Certainty ; 
but your Committee obferve, that although the Afleffed 
Taxes for England and Wales, impoied in 1796, had 
produced in the Exchequer, upon the 5th of January 
1797, the Sum of nearly One Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds, nev.-rthelefs no Part of the Aflcfled Taxes of 
1 -96 for Scotland, had been paid into the Hands of the 
Receiver General for Scotland upon the 13th of April 

1797- 

3. The Wine Excife Duties bonded for Scotland for 
1 796 are alfo wanting, and are equally to be added to the 
Produce of theie Taxis : But your Committee think it 
their Duty to obferve, that the Amount of the Duties 
impoied on Wine in 1796, and bonded to the Exciie 
Office, was levied upon Stock in Hand, and confe- 
quently raifes the Revenue for the Year 1 796, upon that 
Article, beyond what its Amount would otherwife have 
been. 

4. The lafl and moft important Obfervation which 
your Committee have to ftate on this Subjecl, refpefts 
the Duty upon Legacies, and Shares of Perlbnai 
Eftates ; which hitherto has produced even lefs than the 
former Duty upon the fame Sort of Property. 

Many Circumftanccs, however, incidental to the 
fubjed Matter of this Tax, have contributed, and muft 
ftilJ contribute, to retard its Operation. 

The primary and eflential Circumftancc, which of 
Ncceffity oblbuds this Duty in its Commencement, is 
the Time given by the Laws of England and Scotland 

to 
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to every Perfonal Reprefentative to make up his Ac- 
counts, before he can be compelled to pay any Legacy 
or Diftributive Share; the Rules of Equity in the 
Englifh Courts of juftice allow a Year, and the Laws 
of Scotland allow at leaft Six Months. This partly ex- 
plains the neceflarily flow Progrefs of fuch a Duty in 
its Outlet. The complex State of Affairs incidental to 
almoft every great Mafs of Teftate or Inteftate Property, 
from whence the largeft Duties are payable, is a further 
Reafon why the Payment of this Duty mud not be 
expected even at the Expiration of the Delay granted by 
Law ; and the further Neceffity of proceeding to reco- 
ver Sums due upon Mortgage, which fo frequently cotn- 
pofe the greateft Portion of any large Refiduary Perfonal 
Eftate, a Proceeding at all Times dilatory, mufb in the 
prefent Times tend ftiil more confide, ably to protract the 
final Settlement of thofe Accounts, upon which Event 
alone the full and complete Duty can be afcertained and 
its Payment enforced. 

■ Your Committee, however, are ftrongiy imprefTed 
with an Expectation, in which they are confirmed by 
the Official Opinion of the Board employed to fuper- 
intend the Collection of this Duty, that whenever iuffi- 
cient Time fhall have elapfed to allow for the free Ope- 
ration of this Tax, confidering the Extent and Amount 
of the Property upon which it is laid, it will hereafter 
prove a very productive and increafing Source of Re- 
venue to the Public. 

21ft April 1797. 



ABSTRACT. 



* 
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ABSTRACT of the TAXES 

IMPOSED IN 1^6, 



T A X. 



Sj.DulyonD' - - - 

/".to^rCfs/. on AfefeJ Taxes - 

Dogs - - - - 
Add One Quarter's AMraent on Dogs 

Wines (Excife) - - 

Wines (Moms) - - - 

Tobacco, &c. - - 

Horfe Dealers Licences - - 
Sweets - - _ 



Date of its 
Cmnmencemert. 



Ijtl 



71I1 December 
il January . 
1 7th April . 



Day of Firlt Payment 
into the Exchequer. 



jib April . 1796 lylhSeptember 1796 
D. . 

D» • . • 15th May . 1756 

1756 31ft Oclober - 1; 

If 22(1 July . lyjfj 
796 



756 



17th January. 1796 
17th February 179b 



li March ■ 1796 




Sum received at f 
the Exchequer. 



Due on Bond, 



Due on 



21,160 



100,720 
151,382 

i6.1,oij 



102,110 



(.389,671 



' ft !™ tpajkmn if 

fc Mm » hi «• 

M 



6i,6sq 
22,000 



DeduflCharges" 


3 1 * 


of 


10,878 


Management, . 






nm 


Add AfTeffment ' 
for 
Scotland, 


2 '.335 



Total due on Affeffment - ^. 3^6,308 

Do . . on Bond - 389,671 

Total Sums received at the) 
Exchequer - « ] 
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An ACCOUNT of the Produce of the TAXES impofed in the Year 1796, 
received at the Exchequer between the 5th January and 5th April 1797. 



Horfes — — — — 

Tobacco — — — — 

Horfe Dealers Licences — — — 

Wines (Excife) — — — 

D 0 (Cuftoms) — — — — 

Sweets — — — — 

Legacies, after refcrving /~5,3 19. Part of/~io, 269 15 
the computed Average Quarterly Produce of former 
Duties repealed — — — 

Hats, after referving £ 2.369 lys.gd. the computed 
Average Quarterly Produce of former Duties 
repealed — — — — 

Two Shillings additional Duty on Horfes — 
Dogs — — — — — 

£10 per Cent. — — — 

The computed Quarterly Saving, by reducing the 
Allowance for Waftc on Salt — — 

Taken out of the Confolidated Cuftorns, being the 
computed Quarterly Saving to the Publie on Ac- 
count of the Reduction On the Drawbacks on the 
Exportation of Sugar* — — — 

£• 



£■ 


s. 


d. 


4- 2 3° 


0 


0 


39-5" 


0 


0 


277 


0 


0 


2 . .555 


0 


0 


49,860 


7 


6 


957 


0 


0 



3 

o 
O 



16,446 
4-520 

i-5 2 5 
8,517 8 6| 

8,000 o o 
29,169 1 5 



165,567 19 Si 



Exchequer; 
the 6th Day of April 1797 



Second Report. I. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of WINE imported in the Year ending 
the rih of April 1795, the Year ending the 5th of April 1796, and the 
Year ending the 5th of April 1797 ; dillinguilhmg the Countries. 





YEAR ending 
5th April 1795. 


YEAR ending 
5 th April 1796. 


YEAR ending 
5 th April 1797. 


French — 
Madeira — 
Portugal — 
Rhcnifh — 
Spanilh — 


Tuns. H. G. 

5 2 5 2 12 
640 1 16 

l8,qr>9 1 59 
07 1 39 
4,625 2 16 


Tuns. H. G. 

678 2 58 
668 1 47 
23,991 0 19 

4» 3 5» 

3,885 1 62 


Tuns. H. G. 
645 2 50 
565 2 16 

2 49 
64 O 16 

2,854 3 i° 



Prize Wine is not included in the above Account. 



7n(jx:flor Grnc ral's Office, 
Caltcm Hciftf, London, 
19th April 179J. 

NOTE. — As the above Account is not made up in the ordinary Periods 
of the Office, namely from January to January, the Countries from 
whence imported cannot be accurately diflinguifhed. — Prior to the War, 
the Importations were in general directly trom the Places of Growth, ex- 
cept the Rhenifh Wine, which was ufually imported by the Way of 
Holland, and is now (hipped chiefly at- Hamburgh. — Since the War with 
France, almoft the Whole of the Wines of that Country have been im- 
ported through the Medium of Guernfey and Jerfey, as alfo the Spanifh 
Wines from the Cotnmencement^of the War with Spain. — About 400 
Tuns of Portugal Wine have likewifc been imported by Way of thofe 
I Hands ; but the great Importation of Portugal Wine is direftly from 
Portugal. 



Supplement ( C. ) 

AMOUNT of the New Perfonal LEGACY DUTY, from the 26th of 
April 1796 to the 5th oi April 1797, inclufive. 

£. s. d. 

Town — — ,2,418 1 6 

Country _ __ 2 3 3 2 ,g 6 



Stamp Office, 6th April 1797. 



£. 15,251 o o 

THIRD 



THIRD REPORT. 

( Ordered to be printed i itb May, 1797 J 

Your Committee 

TJTAVE proceeded further in the Confideration of the 
Matters referred to them, and have agreed to the 
following Report thereon : 

IN the Firft. Report which your Committee prefented 
to the Houfe, They forbore to enter upon a detailed 
Examination of fome of the- Matters belonging to that 
Part of their Inquiries, and referred to themfelves the 
Liberty of reluming others, in cafe a fubfequent Invef- 
tigation ihould enabL- them to lay before the Houfe any 
further Information or Obiervation which might defer ve 
its Attention. 

The Examination of the Taxes impofed in 1796", 
upon which ifour Committee had at firft forborne to 
enter, has fince been made the Subject of their Second 
Report ; and they now proceed to ftate fuch further 
Information as they have obtained refpefting the Un- 
funded Debt and Demands outftanding on the 5th of 
January 1797. 

§ I- UNDER this Head your Committee have* 
been led to refume the Examination of the Outftanding 
Demands relative to the Army, by their having received 
from the War Office, within a few Days after the Date 
of their Firft Report, an Account of Two Articles, in 
which their original Statement requires Alteration. 

1. In the Account made up at the Pay Office, the Supplement 
Article of Off-reckonings was there ftated to amount to A - 
£' 53°>54-8 ; but it appears that this ought to be in- 
created by a further Sum of about £.26,000, and the 
Difference has arifen from the Pay Office not having 

I 2 been 
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been aware of the Claims of the Off-reckoning* of cer- 
tain Corps which were not borne on the Army fcftunate 
of 1796. 

In the fame Account it is alfo to be obferved, that the 
Sum of £. 317,3*3, there ftated to be due for the Pay 
of General and Scaff Officers, exceeds the' actual De- 
mand for that Service, by the Sum of £.38,500; 
Payments having been made to that Amount in the 
Weft Indies, of which Information had not been re- 
ceived at the Time when the Pay Office Account was 
made up. 

Thefe Two Sums being fet againft each other, it is 
obvious that there was an over Statement upon the 
Amount of Army Debt, in the Pay Office Account 
annexed to the Firft Report, by about the Sum of 
JT. 12,500. 

Supplement 2. Your Committee have further to obferve, that an 
B - Article appears to have been omitted in the Accounts of 
Treafury Warrants due for Army Services, refpecting 
which They have alio received particular Information 
fmce the Date of their Firft Report ; it is a Demand of 
the Apothecary General to the Army, for the Balance 
of his liquidated Account for the Year 1795, for which 
he has received his Majefty's Warrants: This was an 
Outftanding Demand on the 5th January 1797, and 

Suppkmo t amounted at that Time to £. 54,400*. And it is to 
c - be remarked, that the Apothecary General claims a 
further Sum of 75,600 for the Year 1796; but this 
Demand is ftill unliquidated, and has not been yet 
pafled by the Phyfician and Surgeon General. 



* Memorandum.— On the 24th of March 1797, the Sum of £. 33,000 
was received by the Apothecary General, on Account of the above 

Warrants. 

3. Your 
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3. Your Committee have uniformly conceived, that 
the Terms in which they were ordered by the Houle to 
examine and ftate the Unfunded Debt or Demands 
outftanding on the 5th of January 1797, mu ^ necefia- 
rily be understood to import a Statement only of fuch 
as were fettled and acknowledged Debts, and not to ex- 
tend to any Claims which were then pending and un- 
liquidated. 

Anxious neverthelefs to give further Satisfaction to 
the Houle upon the Subject, fo far as their Means of 
Inquiry would allow them, They have proceeded next 
to examine into the Nature and Amount of fuch 
Claims and Demands, as it is alledgcd will appear 
eventually to have been due to the Army at the Period 
to which this Inquiry is limited, although they have 
not yet been reduced into, the Form of an acknow-< 
ledged Debt. 

On this Subject Your Committee beg Leave to ftate, 
firft, what refpeels the Amount of the Claims made 
upon the fame Heads of Service, as are already enu- 
merated in the Account rendered from the Pay Office j 
and in the next Place, what appears to be the general 
Progrefs of all the Regimental Accounts towards a final 
Setttlement. 

They find that the Demands brought forward by the ' 
Regimental Agents, under fome of the Heads of Ser- 
vice fpecified in the Paymafter General's Accounts, 
exceed the Sums there enumerated as follows : — On 
Off-reckonings, £. 146,229 — Recruiting, £.91,746 — 

Marches, &c. £. 58,312. And that there are other 

Demands, under the Head of Arrears, viz. for Periods 
prior to the Year 1796, amounting to £.307,192 — 
And for the Year 1796, to £. 234,976. 

The 
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The Sums, however, which ftievv the general Refult 
of the Regimental Accounts under thefe Heads, are 
noi adjhkted by the War Office to be actually due. 

U on the Article of Off-reckonings, it is reprefented 
indeed by the War Office itfclf, that the Exeefs of the 
Statements by the Agents beyond that of the Pay- 
malk-r General, anfes principally from the Reduction 
of a Number of Regiments in 1795, whofe Affignmcnt 
of Off-reckonings extended to various Periods in 1796; 
and that the Deficiency created in their Cloathing Fund, 
by this \ remaiure Termination of Eftablilhment, re- 
maining to be made good, is a Demand of which the 
greater Part will probably be found admifiible, when- 
ever regulcrly fiateci and vouched. But with regard to 
the Articles of Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies and 
Neceliaries, although tiie Agents may have been called 
upon by the Regimental Paymafters and Officers em- 
ployed in the Recruiting and other Services, for Advances 
to the lull Amount ftated by them, yet it is fuppofed 
that the adlual Exp nditure of the Agents will be 
found, upon the Whole, to fall confiderably fhort of 
their Drafts : And that as the Army was voted upon a 
very high Eftablilhment for the Years 1795 and 1796, 
the Saving on thele Years may nearly (if not fully) 
upon a final Settlement, balance the Extra Expenditure 
of the Agents upon thele feveral Heads of OfF-reckon- 
ings, Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies, and Ne- 
celiaries. 

With refpeel to Arrears, it is to be obferved, that 
almoft every Officer actually employed, being in fome 
Degree a Public Accountant, the real Outftanding 
Debt upon this Head cannot be known, until the 
Officers who have drawn Money for the Public Services, 
lliall have fettrcd their Accounts with the Regimental 

Paymafters 
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Paymafters and Agents, and thofe again with Go- 
vernment. 

The Demands for the Years preceding 1796, 
amounting to £.307,192, will, as it is conceived, be 
much reduced on Liquidation. The Arrears of the 
Officers of the Army for the Year 1796, as borne upon 
the Eftabliihment of the regular Fencibles and Militia, 
amount to about £. 255,000; and upon this Head, 
the Claim made by the Agents amounts to £. 234,976; 
but even this, it is conceived, cannot be properly called 
an Outftanding Demand before January 1798, being 
the earlieft Period at which the Regimental Accounts of 
1796, are required to be fettled. 

Your Committee, however, think proper to remark, 
that although it is only upon the Settlement of thefe 
Accounts that the Arrears of the Officers become paya- 
ble, it has been neverthelefs cuftomary, for the Eafe of 
the Service, and very properly in the Opinion of Your 
Committee, to iflue a Sum equal to the Arrears of all 
Subaltern Officers, if applied for by the Colonel of the 
Regiment, at any Time after the Regimental Accounts 
Iiave been delivered^ into the War Office ; unlefs the 
Accounts themfelves were expected to be fo fpeedily 
fettled, as to make it preferable to wait for the regular 
Period : And with regard to Regiments Abroad, dur- 
ing the prefent War, it has not been unufual to order a 
Sum, equal to the Arrears of all the Officers, to be iflued 
to the Regimental Agents, notwithstanding their Ac- 
counts were not even delivered in. 

Upon this Branch of the Subject, Your Committee 
think it alfo their Duty to ftate it as the prefent Opinion 
of the War Office, of which they have had repeated 
Teiyrnony, that the Provifion made by Parliament for 

the 
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the refpeftive Years to which all' thefe claims of the 1 
Regimental Agents belong, are fufficient to cover all 
the Sums claimed, of every Defcription, even if thefe 
Claims fliould be finally eftablithed to their full Extent, 

With regard to the actual Progrefs made towards the 
final Liquidation of the Regimental Accounts of the 
Army, Your Committee, defirous to obtain the fulleft 
Information on this Subject, have called for a Statement 
of the Number of Regimental Accounts of the laft 
Six Years ; diftinguifhing how many thereof have been 
fettled, how many not fettled though delivered in, and 
how many are not yet delivered in. And they have 
fubjoined to their Report, a detailed Lift of fuch Re- 
gimental Accounts a: are not fettled, though delivered 
in ; by which it appears that of the whole Number 
falling within this Defcription, viz. 159, there are 18 
infpected, which have been fcunii defective, and remain 
to be completed ; 34 infpedted and examined, and of 
which feveral are nearly fettled.) a ^d 107 which have 
not yet been infpectcd; owing, as it is alledged, to the 
extraordinary Prelfure of Daily Bufinefs, which has 
been conftantly increafing in every Branch of the Ac- 
countant's Department during Hhe whole Period of 
the Delivery of the Accounts in Queftion. With a 
View to the fame Object, Your Committee have an- 
nexed to their Report, a fpecial Statement refpe&ing 
the Regiments which have iirved in Great Britain dur- 
ing the Whole of the War, fpecifying the Dates at 
which their Annual Accounts were delivered in, and 
the Periods when any of them were refpectively fettled, 
and dating alfo fuch as now remain open and unfettled. 

Upon thefe Details, Your Committee think it ne- 
ceflary to obferve, that although, with refpeft to Re- 
giments Abroad, it is faid to be impoffible for the 

Agents 
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Agents to make up and deliver in the Regimental Ac- 
counts for a very confiderable Time after the Period 
prefcribed by Law, yet the fame Reafon does not feem 
to apply to the Accounts of fuch Regiments as have 
been constantly within the Kingdom. Of this Defcrip- 
tion there are no lefs than 264 Accounts ; out of which 
Number, deducting 66 Accounts belonging to the" 
Year 1796, which are not required by Law to be deli- 
vered in before the 24th of June next, there remain 
198 Accounts, whereof only 14 have been delivered 
within the Period prefcribed by a pofitive Law. 

Your Committee cannot but remark, that either the 
Regulations of the Law in this Refpeft mull be improper, 
or that the clue Execution of it has been neglected. If 
the former be the real Caufe, They would recommend 
a Revifion of the Aft itfelf, as They conceive that no 
Regulation fhould continue to be prefcribed by Law 
which is found impracticable in the Execution : if the 
latter, a due Compliance with the Act ought to be 
enforced. 



§2. A distinct Subject of Examination has, in 
the next Place, fuggefted itfelf to your Committee, as 
falling within this Part of their Inftruaions, namely, 
the Amount of any Debt or Outstanding Demand 
which was due on the 5th January 1797, from the Pub- 
lic to His Majefty's Civil Lift. 

Various have been the. Services of a Public Naturc ' Suprlement 
for which Advances have been made from the Civil Lift p 
within the laft Four Years, and large has been the 
Amount of thofe Advances. Your Committee have 
fubjoined to their Report a detailed Account of the 
Particulars ; but they have at the fame Time to obferve, 
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that nearly the whole Amount of each Year's Advance, 
has been fucceffively replaced out of the Supply for each 
fubfequent Year. 

Supplement Upon the 5tirjanuary 17975 there do not appear to 
G. have been any fuch Advances from the Civil Lift re- 
maining unprovided for, except Two Sums, not exceed- 
ing together £.821. 4. 6. All other Demands on- 
this Head having been included in the Sums ftated by 
Your Committee in the Firft Report, either as Out- 
ftanding Demands, or as Part of the Eftimafes under 
the Head of Milccllaneous Services for the current Year. 

And Your Committee cannot forbear to obferve, 
that the Mode propofed of providing for fuch Services 
by Vote upon previous Efiimates, is far more expedient 
than the defraying of them in the Firft Inftance out 
of the Civil Lift, which muft neceflarily occalion large 
and inconvenient Arrears upon fome of the numerous 
Services for which the Civil Lift is fpecially intended. 

SUCH, upon the Whole, has been the Illue of thefc 
Inquiries, into which Your Committee have entered per- 
haps more at large than their ftrict Duty required, or 
their Instructions may feem to have authorifed; and 
finding that the Refult even of fuch an Examination, 
has furnilhed them with fo very few Inftances, and thofe 
of fo inconfiderable an Amount, in which the official 
Statements upon this Subjeft (prefented by Your Com- 
mittee in their Firft Report) were incomplete, and 
having no fpecific Allegation 05 Suggeftion before them 
of any Defetfs in any of the other official Statements, 
they now think proper to clofe their Inquiries upon this 
Part of their Inftru&ions. 

• May 7th, 1797. 

Supplement 
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LETTER from the Right Hon. W. Windham, dated 3d 

April I7Q7. 

SIR, 

IN Obedience to the Order of the Select Committee of Finance, 
dated the 28th of laft Month, I have examined whether the Sums 
ftated in the Account made up at the Pay Office of the Demands for 
Army Services outftanding on the ,5th January 1797, are the Whole 
Sums due under the feveral Heads therein mentioned ; and I have the 
Honour to report, that, in the Article of OfF-reckonings, the Sum 
fet down in the faid Account appears to be about/". 26,000 fhort of 
what was actually due on the 5th January laft. The Difference arifes 
from the Circumftance of the Pay Office not having been aware of the 
Claims for the Off-reckonings of certain Corps, which were not borne 
on the Army Eftimates of the Year 1796. 

The Sum of £ . 317,383, ftated to be due for the Pay of General and 
Staff Officers, &c. exceeds the aftual Demand for that Service in the 
Sum of £ . 38,500, being the Amount of Payments thtit have been 
made in the Weft Indies, but of which Information had not been re- 
ceived at the Time when the Account was made, up by the Pay Office. 

As far as I am at prefent able to form a Judgment, the Sums ftated 
to be due under the other Heads of Service contained in the faid 
Account, are corre£t. 

1 have thought it right to make this Report, for the Information of 
the Committee, without waiting for the Returns which have been called 
for from the Regimental Agents, as very few of them have yet been 
received ; and I am apprehenfive that a confiderablc Time may yet 
elapfe before the Whole can be collected, and fo far examined, as to 
admit of forming fome Judgment upon their Contents. 

War Office, 3d April 1797. 
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LETTER from George Rose, Efq. dated 4th May 1797.. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the Honour to tranfmit herewith a Return, received from 
the War Office, refpe&ing any Debt or Demand outftanding on the 5th 
January 1797, to the Apothecary General ; and to acquaint you, that 
it does not appear there were any other Debts or outftanding Demands, 
due and unpaid, on Treafury Warrants, on the 5th of January, which 

K 2 1 were 
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were not included in the Papers printed in the Appendix to the Firft 
Report of the Selefct Committee (D. 6) and (D. i 3 *J except One War- 
rant for 30,000, for the Apothecary General, dated December 26th 
1796, which was overlooked on making out the Firit Account above- 
mentioned, and which makes Part of the Sum. of ^.54,400 returned 111 
the inclofed Account. 
Treafury Chambers, 4th May 1797. 
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STATEMENT of the DEBT outftanding on the 5th of January 1797, 
to the Apothecary General of the Army. 

Balance of liquidated Account for the Year 170,5, for 

which the Apothecary General has received his Ma- £. 
jefty's Warrants - - ... * 5*1,400 

Amount of Medicines, Infiruments, and Materials, de- 
livered for the Ufe of the Army, from the 1 ft of 
January 1796, to the 5th of January 1797, but which 
Account has not yet been paired by the Phyfician and 
Surgeon General t : 75^ co 

£. 130,000 



* Memorandum: On the 24th of March 1797, the Sum of 
33,000 was received by the Apothecary Gcnetal, on Account of the 
above Warrants. 

John Ca v'rt Clarke. 
Army Elaboratory, 10. the Apothecary General 

Great Ryder-Street. to the Army. 

St. James's, April 29, 1797. 
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LETTER from the Right Honourable W. Win dh am ; dated 21ft 

April 1797. 

SIR, 

IN Continuation of my Report of the 3d Inftant, made in Obedience 
to an Order of the Select Commitee of Finance, dated the 28th ult. 
I am now to ftate, that the Demands brought forward by the Regimental 

Agents 

* Append. Folio Edition. 
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Agents, under fome of the Heads of Service fpecified in the Account 
rendered to the Committee by the Paymafler General, and rcvifed in 

this Department, exceed the Sums fet down in that Account, as 
follows : 

On Off-reckonings » - ' £• 146,229 

Recruiting - - - qt,jq6 

Marches, &c. , . 58,312 

The Demands under the Head of Arrears, for Periods prior to the 
Year 1796, amount to £. 307,192 

and for the Year 1796 to ..... 234,976 

In communicating to the Committee the foregoing general Refult of 
the Inquiries which I have made of the Agents, I cannot too earneftly 
defire to be underftood, as not meaning to admit that the Sums claimed 
by them are actually due; or that, if due, the Whole, or any consider- 
able Part thereof, will be finally an Excefs of Charge to the Public, 
beyond the Provilion made for the refpeftive Regiments in the Annual 
Estimates voted by Parliament. Upon thefe Points, a Conclufion can 
only be drawn after the ufual minute Examination which the Rcgu 
mental Accounts of each particular Year are to undergo in my Office. 

Conceiving, however, that it may not be improper for me to offer 
fome Information to the Committee on the Nature of the Demands, 
even in their prefent State, I am to obferve, that, upon the Article of 
Off-reckonings, the Excefs of the Statement by the Agents bevond that 
by the Paymafter General, arifes principally from the Reduction of a 
Number of Regiments in 1795, whole Aflignment of Off-reckonii'gs 
extended to various Periods in 1796 : The Deficiency created in their 
Cloathing Fund by this premature Termination of Eftablifhment re- 
mains to be made good ; and it is probable that the greater Part of fhe 
Agents Claims under this Head of Service will be found admffible 
whenever they fhall be regularly (fated and vouched. 

Upon the Articles of Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies and Necef- 
faries, the Pay Office could only take the Sums directed by this Office, 
but not iffued: The Agents, it is probable, have included in their State- 
ment all the Sums which they had at various Times cftimated 
and demanded as due, but which have not been ordered by the War 
Office, the Demands not being fupported at thofe Times by fufficient 
Authority. It is not intended to fay, that the Agents may not have 
been called upon by the Regimental Paymafters and Officers employed 
in the Recruiting and other Services, for Advances to the full Amount 
ftated by them ; but that the actual Expenditure will be found upon the 
Whole confiderably ffiort of the Drafts ; and that, as the Army 
was voted on a very high Eftablifhment for the Years 1795 and 1796, 
it may reafonably be fuppofed, that, on a final Settlement, the Savings 
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in thofe may nearly, if not fully bafancc the extra Expenditure under 
the Heads of Service now in Queftion. 

With refpeft to Arrears, it is to be obferved, that almofl every indi- 
vidual Officer actually employed is in fome Degree a Public Account- 
ant - r when they have fettled their Accounts of Money drawn by 
them for Public Services with the Regimental Paymafters and Agents, 
and thefe again with Government, then, and not until then, will the 
real outftanding Debt for Arrears appear : — The Demand of the Agents 
on this Head is fwelled by the Introduction of a Charge for the Arrears 
of 1796, amounting 10^234,976, which it is conceived cannot be 
called an outftanding Debt before January 1798, the earliefl Period at 
which the Regimental Accounts of 1796 are required by Law to be 
fettled, and on which Settlement the Arrears of the Officers became 
payable. The Demand for the preceding Years, of ^307,192, will 
probably be much reduced on Liquidation: and whatever may be the 
Sums finally admitted to be due under this Head, they are compre- 
hended in the Provifion made by"Parliament in the refpeftive Years. 

War Office, 2 1 ft April 1797. 
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'Extract of the EXAMINATION of Matthew Lewis, Efquire^ 
Undersecretary at War; taken the 25th Day of April 1797. 

Mr. Lewis's Letter, of 29th March, read. 

Mr. Windham's Letters, of 3d and 21ft April 1797, read. " 

Queflion. What Progrcfs has been made in preparing a Report uport 
the Accounts mentioned in the Letrer, dated 29th March 1797 ? 

Anfwtr. No fun her Report is to be expected from the War Office, it> 
Anfwer to the Inquiries made by the Committee, than what is con- 
tained in Mr. Windham's Two Letters. 

Q. Does the Pay Office advance any Money to the Agents of 
different Regiments, without having a Warrant, or Letter figned by 
the Secretary at War ? — A. The Pay Office cannot iffue any Money to 
the Regimental Agents, except under Authority either of the Treafury 
©r War Office. I believe that the Treafury do fometimes order 
Money to be ilfued to the Agents, but not often. 

Q. Are not the Agents obliged, at a particular Period of the Year, 
to remit their Accounts to the War Office ?— A. The Pay Office Aft 
requires that they fhpuld do fo, but, from a Variety of Circumftances, 
they do not, in fcarcely any Inftance, give in the Regimental Accounts 
within the Time prefcribed. 

Q. Did 
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0. Did the War Office ever remonftrate with the Agents for not 
having complied with the Aft ? — A. The War Office has occafionally 
inquired for particular Accounts, but in general there are in the War 
Office fo many Accounts already delivered in, and not fettled, that it 
has appeared unneceflary to prefs the Agents to fend in more ; and it 
has been known to the War Office, with refpeft to Regiments abroad, 
it is aftually impoffible for the Agents to deliver in the Regimental 
Account, properly made up, for a very confiderable Time after the 
Period prefcribed by the Aft. 

0. Is there any Delay in fettling the Accounts of Agents for Regi- 
ments ferving in Great Britain, owing to the Omiffion of the Agents 
not bringing in their Accounts, or to any other Caufes arifing in the 
War Office after fuch Accounts are brought in ? — A. The Agents have 
not delivered in the Accounts of Regiments ferving in Great Britain, 
in many Inlfances, for a confiderable Period after the Time for deli- 
vering them in according to Law. The Nature of tranfafting the 
Bufinefs of the Army under that Aft, occupies the Time both of the 
Agents and of the War Office, efpeciallv in Time of War, in execu- 
ting the Current Services, that it may be conceived the Agents are 
not able to make up the whole Accounts of the Years that are paffed, 
nor the War Office immediately to go through thofe Accounts, after 
they are delivered in. 

„ Q. Of the Regimental Accounts from the Year 1791 to 1796, both 
inclufive, how many have been delivered in, how many fettled, and 
how many not delivered in ? 

In the Office, Not 
Settled. not fettled. delivered in. Total. 



1791 — 57 6 6 1. 69 

1792 — 79 10 . 5 r 94 
*793 — 7 8 4 6 4i * 6 5 
*794 — 34 49 2 3° 3»3 



*795 — — • 48 288 336 

1796 — — — 296 296 

248 159 8'66 1,273 

Q. Have the Agents delivered in Accounts, with a Relcrvation of 
thofe Articles where the Account cannot be perfefted or compleated, 
from that Part of the Service being performed Abroad ? — A. They 
have not, nor would fuch an Account be accepted at the War Office : 
but in the Courfe of the Year, upon every Demand for a frefh IfTue 
of Money, they deliver in a State of what they have already received 
under the particular Head of Service for which the frefh Iffue is de- 
manded, and how the Money already iffued on that Account has been 
expended, .and what the Balance is, for or againft them, under that 
Head of Service. 

0. Are 
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0. Are there any exifting Funds fufficient to defray the Sum tEat 
may prove to be due to the Agent, and which are contained in the 
Statement of Mr. Windham's Letter of the 21ft April ?— A. There 
may be an Excefs under fome of the Heads beyond the Parliamentary 
Provifion under that particular Head : but it is the prefent Opinion of 
the War Office, that if whatever Sums have been taken from thofe 
voted upon the Eftimates of the Army, and applied to Services not 
provided for, be re-placed from the 'Tote for the Extraordinaries of the 
Army, the Parliamentary Provifion for the refpeflive Years will, upon 
the Whole, be adequate to all the Demands flated in the Secretary at 
War's Letter of the 21ft April, even admitting the Agents Statements 
in their full Extent. 

0. Is it the Ctfflom at the War Office to ifTue any Money for the 
Payment of Arrears due to Officers before the Regimental Accounts 
of the Year, in which they accrue, are fettled? — A. The Accounts 
being delivered in, a Sum, equal to the Arrears of the Subaltern 
Officers, has frequently been ordered upon the Application of the 
Colonel, although the Accounts were not finally fettled : where the 
Accounts have not been delivered in, the Application is refufed, 
unlefs under very fpecial Circumflances ; with regard to Regiments 
Abroad, during the prefent War, it has not been unufual to order the 
Arrears of all the Officers to beiffued, notwithftanding their Accounts 
were not delivered in. 

0. In Cafes where the Regimental Accounts are delivered in, is 
this Iffue of the Arrears due to the Subaltern Officers made of Courfe 
on the Application of the Colonel, or only under particular Circum- 
flances ? — A. As far as I am informed, it is not confidered quite as a 
Matter of Courfe. But Mr. Taylor, the Examiner of Accounts, is 
the proper Officei to anfwer this Queftion, as he takes the Direction* 
of the Secretary at War upon this particular Subjeft. 

0. Is the Amount of any Money due to the Apothecary General 
included under any Head of Account furnifhed to this Committee 
from the Pay Office ; or does it make Part of any of the Sums of 
which an Account has been given to this Committee from the War 
Office? — A. It certainly makes no Part of the Account from the Waf 
Office, nor do I believe it is comprehended in that of the Pay Office. 

Q. Before the Eftablifhment of the Office of Barrack Mafter, wi/s 
not the Bufinefs of that Department condufted by the. War Office ?— 
A. Partly ; but the greater Part by the Ordnance. 
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EXAMINATION of Zachary Robert Taylor, Efq. Examiner 
of Army Accounts ; taken the 26th Day of April, 1797. 

Oucftior. WHAT is the Nature of thofe particular Circumflances 
which entitle the Colonel to have Money iffuedfor the Arrears due to 
Subalterns, upon the Delivery of the Regimental Accounts of the 
Year in which thofe Arrears accrue ? — Anfwer. I conceive it to be 
entirely at the Difcretion of the Secretary at War, whether any Money 
fh.ill be iffued on Account of Arrears due to Subalterns ; and no Colo- 
nel is entitled to have fuch Arrears until the Accounts are fettled. 

Q. Under what particular Circumflances are fuch Arrears ever 
relufed? — A. I don't know that I recolleft any abfolute Refufal of 
fuch an Iffue; if the Accounts are in fuch a State that they may be 
fpeedily fettled, it is probable that the Secretary at War might ac- 
quaint the Colonel that he did not imagine an Iffue out of the regular 
Courfe to be neceflary. I have been Thirteen or Fourteen Years in 
this Department, as Principal— fince 1782 — and it is neceflarily inci- 
dent to my Employment, to know whether fuch Arrears have been 
granted or refufed. If any Circumflances appear that may render it 
likely for the Settlement of the Regimental Accounts to be delayed 
for any confiderable Time, it is cuftomary to direft a Sum, equal to 
the Arrears due to Subalterns, to be ifTued to the Agents. 

0. What are the Rcafons which make a Difhn&ion neceflary be- 
tween the Cafe of Arrears due to Subalterns, and thofe due to Field 
Officers and Captains? — A. The Situation of the Subalterns, which 
makes their Arrears of greater Confequence to them, may be confi- 
dered as one Reafon ; but the principal Reafon is, that the Field 
Officers and Captains are all of them confidered as Public Accountants, 
and generally refponfible on the Accounts of the Regiment. 

0. Why do the Arrears due to many Subalterns remain unpaid for 
feveial Years back? — A. If any fuch have been due for ieveral Years 
back, I conceive it owing in general to the Want of an Application 
from the Colonel for that Purpofe. » 

0. If any Miflake fhould appear in the Annual Accounts delivered 
in by the Agents, and are returned to be corrected, are the Charges 
which the War Office object to always flated to the Agents ?— A. It 
feldom happens that Accounts are returned to the Agents for Correc- 
tion, but when they are, the Objections are always ftated. 
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EXTRACT of the Examination of William Merry, Efquire, 
Clerk of the Eflimates in the War Office ; taken April 26, 1797. 

DELIVERS in a Paper, intituled, "Arrears of Officers, as borne 
" on the Eftablifhment ot the Army, for the Year 1796 ;" which was 
read ; and is as follows : 

h The Arrears of the Officers of the Army, for the Year 1796, 
" as borne upon the Eftablifhments of the Regulars, Fencibles, 
" and Militia, amount to about £ 25,5,000." 

0. Does it ever appear to the War Office, in fettling the Agent's 
Accounts, that they have advanced Money on account of Government, 
to defray the neceffary Charges to the Corps lor which they aft? — 

A. I fhould think, in many Inflances, that mult be the Cafe ; but as 
J have 110 Knowledge of the .Set dement of the Regimental Accounts, 
I cannot fpeak pofitively to the Faft. It is not in my Department. 

Q. To what Time has the Staff been paid ; and can you inform the 
Committee whi't is due on that Account? — A. Warrants have been 
granted for the Pay of the Staff at Home, up to the 24th of June 1796 ; 
but I believe they have not been paid beyond June 1795 : The ufual 
Certificate, granted by the War Office, has been tranfmitted to the 
Paymjfler General up to the 24th Dt'^mhcr 1796; but the Deben- 
ture has not been returned Irom the Pa* I J nice. 

Q. Arc there any exifting Funds fufficient to defray the Sum that 
may prove to be due to the Agents, and which are contained in the 
Statement of Mr. Windham's Letter of the 21ft April ? 

(Mr. Lewis's Anfwcrof Yeflerday, to the above QueAion, read ) 

A. It is my particular Department to prepare the Ellimates for the 
Ordinary Services of the Army, and I do not fee any Reafon to fup- 
pnfe that an ample Provifion has not been made for fuch Services 
during the prefent War, even affuming, for the prefent, that the 
whole Demands of the Agents. Dated in Mr. Windham's Letters, 
fhould ultimately appear to be due to them. 

Q. Has the War Office Cognizance of any other Demands out- 
ftmiding on the 5th January 1797, for Army Services, not comprized 
under the Heads enumerated in the Paymalter General's Account 
a' ove-mentioned ? — ./.There muft, I conceive, be a considerable 
Number of Warrants, granted by the War Office for the Extraor- 
dinary Services of the Army, lying at the Treafurv or Pay Office un- 
fatisficd— it is not in the Power of the War Office to fpeak as to the 
particular Services, the Warrants for which are still unpaid. 

Q Is the Apothei ary General's Account included in any Account 
del ivered from the War Office ? — A. It is not ; the Medicines are or r 
dercd by : he War Office, and, 1 conceive, are to be paid by theTreafury. 

Q. Do you know of any other Orders, given by the W?r Office, 
under the fame Chcumilances ?— A. I do not. 

An 
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An ACCOUNT of all SUMS advanced for the Public Service 
from the Civil Lift, not being Parts of its ordinary Expenditure, 
from the jth January 1793, to the 5th January 1797 ; Hating what 
Part had not been replaced by Parliament on the 5th January 1797. 

To make good the like Sum iffued out of the Civil 
Lift Revenues to James Marquis of Salifbury, Lord 
Chamberlain of His Majefty'-S Houlhold, purfuant to £. s. J. 
an Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords of the 29th of 
December 1792, for rendering the Houfe of Peers 
more commodious, by warming and ventilating the 
fame ----- 465 11 iof- 

D° to fundry Perfons on Account of the fuffering 
Refugee Clergy and Laity of France - - 27,692 4 6f 

to Sir vVilliam Chambers, on Account of 
Works done at the Fleet Prifon - - 3,376 8 o 

D° to D°, on Account of Works at Somerfet 
Place, and (for Fixtures at the Signet and Privy Seal 
Offices, and at the Offices of the Duchies of Lan- 
cafter and Cornwall ... 9,2,55 6 9 

D° to Jofeph White, Efq ; to pay the Sums affeffed 
on the Salaries of the Commiffioners for auditing the 
Public Accompts, and their Officers, for the Land 
Tax 1790 : and to John Wigglefworth, Efq ; to pay 
Arrears to fundry Perfons from the faid Office to the 
30th of July 1793 - - - 1,814 15 4 

D° to William Chinnery, Efq ; for the Difcharge 
of Debts contracted by Mr. Tully, late Agent and 
Conful General at Tripoli - - - 2,111 I o 

D° to John Marlh and John Spranger, Efqrs. as a* 
Compenfation for their Trouble in enquiring into and 
reporting upon the Cafes of Perfons who fuftained 
Loffes on evacuating the Mufquito Shore, in confe- 
quence of the Convention entered into by His Ma- 
jefly with the Kingcf Spain, in the Year 1786 1,084 15 0 

To make good the like Sum iffued out of the Civil 
Lift Revenues to Patrick Rooney Nugent, Efq ; Afting 
Surveyor General of Lands at Cape Breton, on Account 
of Surveys and other Services - - 669 9 1 1 

D° ior the Bifhop of Quebec, for Expences in 
proceeding to his See ; to Alexander Davifon, Efq ; 
to reimburfe Expences in purchaling Stationary for the 
Surveyor Generals and Printing Offices in Upper 
Canada; to John Reeves, Efq; for Expences in the 



Borne forward - ^46,469 12 $ 
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. £• *• f 

Brought forward - 46,469 12 5 

Adminiftration of Jnftice in Newfoundland ; to 
William Chinnery, Efq ; to difcharge Sums due to 
the Attorney General of Nova Scotia, for Grants of 
Lands to the Royalifts ; and to the Reprefcntatives 
of Philip Yonge, Efq; for his Salary as late Surveyor 
of Lands in Georgia - - - l.5°4 1° 6 

D° to William Pollock, Efq ; as the Balance due 
to him on Account of the Commiflioners appointed 
for enquiring into the Laws, &c. for the Ifle of 
Jerfey - - - - - 537 12 6 

D° to William Chinnery, Efq ; to reimburfe to 
Samuel Staibuck, Jun r . who carried on the Whale 
Fifhcry in Nova Scotia, and who arrived at Milford 
Haven, for the Lofs in Confequeucc of the Sale of 
his Property, and for his PafTage - - 248 '8 o 

D° to Thomas Cotton, Efq ; for Allowances for 
the Relief of American Civil Oflicers, and others, 
who have fuffered on Account of their Attachment 
to His Majefty's Government. - - ' - 19,500 o o 

D° for His Majefty's Services Abroad, between 
the 5th of January 1793 and the 5th of January, 
1794 - - ... 10 6 

D° in purfuahce of Addrefles of the Houfe of 
Commons - - - - 46,61913 7 

D° to the late Commiflioners appointed to enquire 
into the State and Condition of Woods, Forefts, and 
Land Revenues belonging to the Crown, and their 
Officers .... 2,043 o 0 

D Q for the Expences incurred in carrying on the 
Profccution again ft Warren Haftings, Efq. - 10,749 3 8 

D° for the Expences of fending Provifions, and 
otVer Articles to the Settlement in New South Wales, 
and of the Amount of Bills drawn, and of other 
Exper.cs incurred on Account of the Convifts at 
that Settlement - 19,820 8 10 

f ' to Duncan Campbell. Efq; for the Expence of 
cpuflning, maintaining, and employing Convifts on 
the Rivei Thames - - - - 11,393 4 8 

D° to James Bradley; Efq. for the Expences of 
maintaining and guarding Convitls in Langfton and 
Portfmouth Harbours ... 13,576 17 %\ 



Borne forward « £187,048 12 4 -J- 
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£. s. i. 
Brought forward - 187,048 12 4§ 

To make good to fundry Pel Tons, Money iffued out 
of His Majefty's Civil Lift Revenues, between the 
14th Day of February 1794, and the 5th of April 
following : 

Thomas Cotton, Efq ; to pay a 
Bill drawn by Senhoufe Wilfon, Efq ; 
for re-building the Pier, &c at 
Douglas Harbour, in the Iflc of Man 648 15 6 

Ditto for Ditto - - 249 o 6 

William Chinnery, Efq; to pay a 
Bill drawn by CommiiTary Palmer, 
lor Provifions for the Settlement of 
New South Wales - - 3,117 8 6 

D° to pay Bills drawn by Arthur 
Phillips, &c. &c. - - 273 1 4 

D° todifchzrgeaCertificategranted 
by Mr. Bulkeley, for tranfporting 
Blacks from Nova Scotia to Sierra 
Leone, &c - - - 521 3 4 

John Wilmot, et a(. for the fuffer ■ 
ing Clergy and„Laity of Prance, &c. 9,528 7 6 

To William Chinnery, Efq ; for 
Cloathing put on board the Surprize 
Tranfport, for Convifts on their Paf- 
fage to New South Wales - 214 2 9* 

To Alexander Davifon, Efq ; for 
Cloathing, &c. fent to ditto - 452 15 8 

To William Pollock, Efq; for 
Expences of paffing a Commiffion 
under the Great Seal, appointing 
Commiffioners at Toulon, for a Pa- 
tent creating a Court of Criminal 
Jurifdiftion in Newfoundland ; lor 
pees, &c. - - - 272 14 6 

' 15.277 9 7l 



Madegoodoutof the Supply for the Year 1794 -' £.202,326 2 

To replace to the Civil Lift the 

like Sum iffued in purfuance of Ad- £. s. d. 

dreffes of the Houie of Commons 47,649 1 5 



Borne forward - £ \7M9 1 5 — ^02,326 2 c\ 
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£. s. d. £. s. 
Brought forward - 47,649 1 5 — 202,326 2 

To replace to the Civil Lift the 
like Sum iffued in Confequence of 
the Expences incurred in carrying on 
the Profecution againft Warren Haf- 
tings, Efq; - - - 4,794 6 6 

D° iffued for the Expence of fun- 
dry Articles fent to New South 
Wales, of the Amount of Bills 
drawn, and of other Expences in- 
curred on Account of the Convicls 
at that Settlement - - 6,958 8 4 

D° iffued to Duncan Campbell, 
Efq ; for confining, maintaining, and 
employing Convi&s on the River 
Thames ... 11,463 13 8 

D° iffued to James Bradley, for 
maintaining, and guarding Convifts 
in Langffon and Portfmouth Har- 
bours, &c. - - - 15,440 5 ll{ 

D° iffued to Thomas Cotton, Efq ; 
for defraying the Expences of Al- 
lowances for the Relief of American 
Civil Officers, and others, who have 
fuffered on Account of their Attach- 
ment to His Majefly's Goverment 24,500 o o 

D? iffued to William Chinnery, 
Efq; to be by him paid over to cer- 
tain French Proprietors of the Ifland 
of St, Domingo, to enable them to 
go there - - - 1,059 14 © 

D" iffued to John Wilmot, Efq ; 
Robert Banks Jenkinfon, Efq ; Sir 
William Pepperell, Bart, and Philip 
Metcalfe, Efq : Members of the 
Committee for the Relief of the 
French Clergy and Laity - 98,410 o O 

DS iffued to William Chinnery, 
Efq; to enable him to dilcharge 
Claims tor Fees on Efcheats and 
Forfeitures in the Province of Nova 
Scotia, and lor other Services - 468 16 t 



Borne forward . £210,744 5111—202,326201 
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»3 



£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Brought forward - 210,744 5 1 if— 202,326 a o\ 

To replace to the Civil Lift the 
like Sum iffued to William Pollock 
and William Hufkiflbn, Efqrs. for 
an Allowance to a Super-intendant, 
appointed to attend the Bufinefs ari- 
fing out of an Aft of the laft Seffion 
of Parliament, intituled, " An Aft . 
foreflablifhingRegulationsrefpefting » 
Aliens arriving in this kingdom, or 
refident therein, in certain Cafes," 
from the 10th of January 1793 to 
the the 11th of July 1794, and for 
the Expence of Printing in confe- 
quence of the above-mentioned Aft, 
from the ,5th of January 1793 to the 
30th of April following - 1,0.89 6 sj 

iffued to Thomas Evance, Efq. 
as an Allowance to himfelf and , 
Thomas Brodie.Gent. for continuing 
and perfecting the Index to the 
Journals of the Houfe of Lords - 869 19 o 

D u iffued to the Reprefentatives 
of William Blackburn, Efq; as a 
Compenfation for his Trouble in 
making Defigns for the Penitentiary 
Houfes intended to have been built 
at the Public Expenee. and for a 
Variety of other Bufinefs done rela- 
tive thereto; andtoJeremyBentham, 
Efq ; to enable him to make Prepa- 
rations for the Cuflody and Care of 
the Convifts propofed to be con- 
fined in the Penitentiary Houfes - 2,823 10 5 

D° iflued for HisMajefty's Service 
Abroad, between the ,5th Day of 
January 1794 and 5th January 1795 24,33518 o 

D° iffued to James Willis, Efq ; 
to be applied with a View to the 
forming an Eftablifhment in Africa, 
for the Purpofe of opening a Com- 
mercial Intercourfe with the interior 
Parts of that Continent - 4.069 2 o 



Borne forward - /"243,93a 1 7* — 202,326 2 of 
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£. s. d. £. s. J. 
Brought forward -243,932 1 71—202,326 2 o{ 

To replace to the Civ ; l Lift the 
like Sum iffued to John Wilmot, 
Efq ; el. al. from the 13th of Febru- 
ary 179,5, f°r the Support, Cloathing, 
Maintenance, &c. of the fufferiog 
Clergy and Laity of France, &c. 37>5°° 0 0 



Made good out of the Supply for the Year 1795 - 281,432 1 j\ 

To make good the like Sum which 
has been ifTued out of His Majefty's 
Civil Lift Revenues for His Majefty's 
Service Abroad, between the 5th of 
January 1795 and the 5th of April 
1796 - - -233,485 4 10 

D° to John Wilmot, Efq; Ro- 
bert Banks Jenkinfon, Efq ; Sir 
William Pepperell, Bart, and Philip 
Metcalf, Efq ; Members of the 
Committee for the Relief of the fuf- 
fering Refugee Clergy and Laity of 
Fiance - - - 129,350 o o 

D Q to Thomas Cotton, Efq ; for 
defraying the Expence of Allowances 
for the Relief of American Civil 
Officers and others who have fuffered 
on Account of, their Attachment to 
His Majefty's Government - 28,500 o o 

D° to John Vernon, Efq ; Soli- 
citor to the Mint, towards defraying 
the Expences incurred for Profecu- 
tions relative to the Coin of this 
Kingdom, during the Years 1792, 
1793. and 1794 . . 2,066 4 6 

J>°toEdw,rd Blackftock, Efq; 
and MeU'rs. Eyre and Strdhan, for 
preparing the Prefs and printing the 
32d«md33d Volumes of the Journals 
of the Houfe of Peers for the 
Years' 1768, J 769, 1770, 1771 
1772, and 1773 . . i,8 5 8 12 5 



Borne forward - /*396,i6o % 9 — 483,75837! 
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Brought forward -396,160 1 9 — 483,7,58 3 7l 



and puhlilhing in the London Ga- 
zette, Weekly Returns of the Ave- 
rage Price of Brown or Mufcovada 
Sugar, purfuant to the Afts of the 
32dYearof His prefent Majefty - 1,334 7 o 

D° to George Whitiamand others, 
for Attendance on the Committee for 
making the Approach to both Houfes 
of Parliament more commodious, 
and other Services - - 384 7 o 

D° to Samuel Gunnell, for his 
Attendance upon tt!fc Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the Frauds 
and Abufes in Relation to the Frank- 
ing of Letters in the Public Offices 51 5 0 

"D° by His Majelty's Orders, 
purfuant to AddrefTes of the Houfe 
of Commons ... 20,921 12 6 

D° to Duncan Campbell, Efq j 
for the Expences of confining, main- 
taining, and employing Convicts on 
the RiverThamcs - - 8,685 II 4 

D° to James Bradley, for iheEx- 



Tomake good the like Sum, which 
his been ifTued out of His Majefty 's 
Civil Lift Revenues, to Richard 
Whalley Bridgeman, Clerk to the 
Grocer's Company, for making up 




12,072 1 6 



mouth Harbours 



D° to William Chinncry and Wm. 
Pollock, Efqrs. for Expences on 
Account of the Settlement of New- 
South Wales 



15,088 7 ici 



D° for the Expences incurred in 
carrying on the Profccution againtt 
Warren Haftinps, Efq. 



D 0 to George Aofe and Charles 
Alexander Craig, Efqrs. for the 
Purchafe of the . Parliament Office, 
and for Contingent Expences thereot 



5,000 o 6 



2,741 16- b§ 



Borne forward - /47M39 9 i*2>75* i 7* 

M 
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£. s. d. £. s . d. 
Brought forward - 471,439 9 ni — 4 8 3.75 8 3 ?{ 

To make good the like Sum, 
which has been liUicd out of His 
Majefty's Civil Lift Revenues, to 
William Pollock, William Wick- 
ham, and Thomas Carter, Efqrs. for 
Expences and Allowances in the Su* 
perintendance of the Alien Act - 2,232 14 a| 

D° John Mayor, Efq. for Stati- 
onary (hipped by him for Upper Ca- 
nada, according to the Directions of 
the Commiffioners ot the Treafury 306 19 ol 



Made good, outoftheSupplyforthe Year 1-96 - 473^79 3 4^ 

To make good the like Sum Uthed 
out of the Civil Lift Revenues to 
Thomas Cotton, Efq. tor defraying 
the Expences of Allowances for the 
Relief of American Civil Officers 
who have fuffered on Account of 
their Attachment to His M.ijefty's 
Government . . . . 11,500 o o 

D° for His , Majefty's Service 
Abroad, between the 5th Day of 
April 1796, and the 10th Day of 
061oberi7 9 6 .... 7M3I 5 

Ditto, tor the fuffering Clergy and 
Laity of France . . . . 140,090 o o 

D" to James Wyatt, Efq. Sur- 
veyor of the Works, tor Fixtures at 
the Houfe of the Speaker of the 
Houfc of Commons . . 681 16 3 

D° to Thomas Evancc, Efq; and 
Thomas Brodie, Gent, for continu- 
ing and perfecting the Index to the 
Journals of the Houfe of Lords - 869 19 o 

D° to Duncan Campbell, Efq; 
for the Expence of confining, main- 
taining, and employing Conviftson 
the River Thames _ . 9,186 s 4 



Borne forward - ^233,759 3 6\— 9 57,7Z7 7 °l 
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£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Brought forward - 233,759 3 6J 957.737 7 °* 

To make good the like Sum 
ifliicd out of the Civil Lift Revenues 
to James Bradley, Efq. for the Ex- 
pence of maintaining and guarding 
Convicls in Langflone and Portf- 
month Harbours ... 13,492 2 11 

D° in purfuance of Addreffes of 
the Houfe of Commons - - 28,263 I 6 

Made good out of theSupply for the Year 1797 - 275,514 7 nf 

Sums which had not been replaced by Parlia- 
ment on the 5th January 1797. 

To' John Wilmot, Efq. et at. for 
the Support of the French Clergy 
and Laity ... . 15,500 o o 

To Thomas Cotton, Efq. for 
American Sufferers ... 500 o o 

To George Rofe, Efq. for the 
Rent of a Houfe for the Parliament 
Office - - - - 260 15 6 

To John Wyatt, Efq. for the Pur- 
chafe of a Houfe in Scotland Yard 
for an Office for the Officers of his 
Majefty's Works - - - 560 9 o 

For His Majefty's Secret Service, viz. 



By Lord Grenville - 4,857 16 o 
By Hen. Dundas, Efq. 9,470 16 o 

— — 14-328 12 6 

. 3'.*49 > 6 6 

Treafury Chambers, 

April 10, 1797. ^".1,264,401 It 6 



, ft 

LETTER 
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LETTER from George Rose, Efq. dated iff May 1797. 
SIR, 

IN Return to the Second Order of the Select Committee on 
Finance, &c. of the 26th Inftant, I am commanded by the Lords 
Commiflioners of His Majefty's Treafnry to acquaint you, 

That the Sum of £. 1,5.500, iffued to John Wihnot, Efq, for the 
Support of the French Clergy and Laity, is included in the Sum of 

31,000, ftated in the " Account of the Outftanding Demands at the 
" Treafury on the ,5th of January 1797." 

That the Sum of £500, iffued to Thomas Cotton, Efq. for Ame- 
rican Sufferers, is included in the Sum of / 46,12a, in the "Eflima'.e 
»' of the expected Amount of Public Expences, under the Head ot 
" Mifcellaneous Sen-ices, for the Year ended the 5th January 1798." 

That the Sum of £260 15. 6. iffued to George Rofe, Efq. for" 
Two Years Rent of a Houfe for the Parliament Office, previous to 
the Completion of the Pure hafe thereof, is intended to be fubmitted 
to Parliament for Repayment: — And, 

That the Sum of £560. 9. iffued to John Wyatt, Efq. for the Pur- 
chafe of a Houfe in Scotland Yard, for an Office for the Officers of 
His Majefty's Works, is alfo intended to be fubmitted to Parliament 
for Repayment. 

With refpift to the Sum of /"14,32s. 12 iffued to His Majefty's 
Principal Secretaries ot State, 1 am further to acquaint you, that in the 
Eftimate of the Civil Lift delivered to Parliament in 1786, purfuantto 
the Aft ot tlie 2ad Year of His piefent Majefly, the Sum of £. 25,000 
is ftated as the probable Annual Demand for Foreign Secret Service - t 
and it has been the Praftice in this War to propofe to Parliament to 
make good to the Civil Lift the Sums exceeding the faid Eftimate for 
that Service. 

In the Half Year ending the 10th Day of Oftober 1796, the De- 
duftion ot £ 12,500 was omitted to be made from the Sum iffued for 
that Service; but in the Quarter ended the 5th January 1797. 
£ 18,750 (being the Proportion of Three Quarters of the fjid elf imated 
Sum ot £ 25,000) was deducted from the Sum of £ 20,09c 19 g" 
iffued in that Quarter, which left an Excefs of £ 1,345 19 3 to be 
provided for, as ftated in the " Account ot the outftanding I emands 
'* at the Treafury on the 5th Januaiy 1797," canfiftently with which 
Praftice, it wiil not be necelfary to propofe to Parliament to graitf 
the Sums of ,£.4.857 16 and £.9,470 16 ftated in the Account, dated 
the 10th of April (which is herewith returned J in order to make the 
fame good to His Majefty's Civil Lift. * 

Treafury Chambers, 
lit May 1797. 



FOURTH REPORT. 

COLLECTION OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE. 



CUSTOMS. 



( Ordered to be printed qth July 1797. ) 

'VT'OUR Committee, in their Three preceding Reports, 
have endeavoured to difcharge the Duty impofed 
upon them by the Houfe, with regard to all the feveral 
Matters referred to their Examination, except thofe 
which are contained in the concluding Inftruttion. 

This laft Head of Inquiry comprehends, indeed, no 
lefs a Compafs thai? an Examination of what Regulations 
and Checks have been applied to controul all the Branches 
of the Public Expenditure, and how far the fame have 
been found effectual ; what Increafe or Diminution has 
taken place in the Salaries and Emoluments of all Public 
Offices fince the Year 1782 ; and what further Meafures 
can be adopted, either for reducing the Public Expen- 
diture, or for dimini filing the total Amount of official 
Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment to the 
Public Services. 

Tn proceeding to obey this Inftruction, your Com-, 
mittee were ftrongly impreffed with its comprehenfive 
Extent and peculiar Difficulties j and it was evident, 
that they could not expect, in the ordinary Courfe of . 
their own Parliamentary Continuance as a Committee, 
to complete fuch a Refearch in all its Branches, with 
the Attention due to its prefent and future Importance. 
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It became neccffary therefore to begin, by selecting, 
out of the various Objects before them, fuch of the 
more important Departments as they could hope to in- 
vestigate with the greateft Difpatch and Effect : And as 
Parliament itfelf had formerly appointed Two fucceflive 
Commifiions, about the fame Penod of Time from 
which thefe Inquiries were to commence, for the Pur- 
pofc of investigating Public Accounts and Offices, 
Your Committee conceived, that they could not, upon 
the Whole, dilcharge their Duty more Satisfactorily, 
than by puriuing, on the prelent Occafion, fo far as 
their own Continuance might enable them, a Courfe 
fimilar to that which was then adopted. In taking this 
Line, they found themfelves alfilted, as to their Selec- 
tion of Objects, by the judgment of Parliament itfelf, 
which had fpecifically directed the Attention of the 
Commifhoners to particular Branches and Offices of the 
Public Expenditure ; and thole Commifiioners, who 
were authorikd to adminitler Oaths to all Perfons whom 
they found it nctcfijry to examine (a Power greater than 
what your Committee poifefs) having diligently em- 
ployed more than Eight Years in their inveftigations*, 
and produced no lets than Twenty-rive Reports, of ap- 
proved Accuracy in their Details, and of the higheft 
Importance in their Refults, your Committee thought 
jt moll adviicable to Hand upon the 'vantage Ground of 
their Labours ; conceiving it material in the firll Place 
to afcertain how far the Refult of thefe Reports appeared 
f o have produced practical Benefit to the Public i and 
being further of Opinion, that they themfelves fhould 
be enabled, by the Aid of thole Reports, to profecute 
their own Inquiries more fecurely, and with a greater 
Probability of rendering them uleful. 

* AT. IS. The Commifiioners of Accounts were firft appointed by Stat. 20 G. Ill, 
c. 54. their I-'irll Report was dated 27th Nov. 1780, and their Fifteenth and laft 
Report 19th Dec. 1786. 

Tift Commifiioners of Inquiry were appointed by Stat. 25. Geo. III. c. 19. their 
Fhlt Report was dated nth April 17S6, their Tenth and laft Report June 30, 17S&. 
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The Selection being thus made, your Committee pro- 
ceeded next to confider of the moft convenient Order 
of inquiring into thefe fcveral Objects ; (the former 
Reports affording them no uniform Precedent rn this 
Refpect) and they have upon, this Que ft ion thought it 
moft convenient to arrange the feveral Objects of their 
Inquiry under the diftinct Hezdj. of, i . Collection of 
the Public Revenue. i. Expenditure of the Public 
Money ; and, 3. Auditing of the Public Accounts. 

In reporting upon each particular Office within either 
of thefe Branches, your Coinmittee have adopted one 
uniform Mode; namely, by ftating, ift. How far the 
Regulations and Checks, recommended by the former 
CommilTioners have been fince carried into Execution, 
and how far they have been effectual, idly. What has 
been the actual Increafe or Diminution in the Expencc 
of each Office, and its Salaries and Emoluments, fince 
1782 ; and gdly, the further Meafures winch, in die 
Opinion of your Committee, may be adopted for re- 
gulating or reducing the Public Expenditure, or Efta- 
blilhmcnt of Office, without Detriment to the Public 
Service ; fubmitting fuch Obiervations upon this Head, 
as appear to them to arife out of the preceding State- 
ments : With regard to thele Observations, however, 
your Committee beg Leave to remark, that they have 
conceived it to be their Duty principally to keep in 
View the fame Maxims of political Prudence and 
CEconomy, which were fo clearly ftated, and fo con* 
ftantly urged by the Commilfioners of Accounts and of 
Inquiry ; and in other Inftances, where new Circum- 
ftances have fcemcd to require a wider Range of Obfer- 
vations, your Committee have only prefumed to fugged: 
them as Matters, which may be deferving of a more 
deliberate and minute Inveftigation, than the advanced 
State of the prefent Seffion of Parliament has allowed 
your Committee to beftow upon them. 

The 
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The COLLECTION of the REVENUE. 

UNDER this general Head are comprifed the feveral 
Duties of Customs, Excise, and Stamps, the Land 
Tax, and Assessed Taxes, thofe derived from the 
Post Office, Salt, Hawkers and Pedlars, Hack- 
ney Coaches and Chairs, and the Pension Duties, 
First Fruits and Tenths : Other Sources, cafual in 
their Nature, of fmall Produce, and of various Defcrip- 
tions, alio contribute to the Annual Revenue ; fuch as 
Seizures, Profers, the Fees of, regulated or fuppreficd 
Offices, Lotteries, &c. 

Previoufly, however, to the detailed Inveftigation of 
the Regulations and Official Difburfements of each par- 
ticular-Department, your Committee have thought fit 
to take a preliminary View of the general Rate of Ex- 
pence, incident to the whole Syftem of Collection . 
They were defirous of (bating what were the Charges of 
Collection in the Year 17H2, and of fhewing their pro- 
greflive Amount throughout each lubfequent Year down 
to the prelent Time ; but they find that the Accounts 
of the feveral Revenue Departments were not made up, 
in the early Part of this Period, with a iufficient Uni- 
formity of Plan, and Minutenefs of Detail, to furnith 
the Means of exhibiting fuch a Statement. The more 
diftinft and comprchenlivc Statements of the National 
Revenues, which have been framed under the Authority 
of the Executive Government within a few Years pall, 
have enabled your Committee to trace correctly the Va- 
riations which have taken place in the Charges of Ma- 
nagement through the laft Eight Years. Thele compre- 
hend equal Periods of Peace and War : And your Com- 
mittee have therefore proceeded to inquire, in each of 
the principal Branches of Revenue, what, during thefe 

Periods, 
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Periods, has been the Rate per Centum to which the Charges 
of Management have amounted upon the Grofs Receipt, and 
upon the Net Produce of each Brand) refpectively : they 
have then ftatcd the Average Rate of Expence for which 
the Total Grofs Receipt, and Total Net Produce, of thefe 
principal Branches of the Public Revenues were Annually 
collected during the fame Periods ; and they have endea- 
voured to complete their Uluftration of this Subject, by 
giving a general View of the Whole of the Revenues for the 
Year 1 796,, diflinguifhing the Grofs Receipt upon each, and 
the various Deductions incident to each in the Courfe of its 
Paflage to the Exchequer. 

Upon confidering the competent Parts of the Britifh Reve- 
nues, with a View to the Rate of Expence at which each Part 
is collected, it is obvious that fome of them are affected by 
peculiar Circumftanccs, which muft render the Proportion of 
Expence materially different in different Inftances. 

Thus, the Eftablifhment of the Board of Cuftoms is em- 
ployed, not for Purpofes of Revenue alone, but alfo for car- 
rying into Effect the Laws of Navigation and Trade, upon 
winch the Security of the Empire, and the Protection and 
Encouragement of its Commerce and Manufactures fo efien- 
tially depend j and yet, in ftating the Expences incurred for 
the Management of the Cuftoms, it is impoflible to feparate 
the Charges applicable to Regulations of Trade and Navi- 
gation, from thofe which are incurred for the exclufive Pur- 
pofes of Revenue. For the fame Reafons it muft alfo be re- 
marked, that it has been deemed expedient to divide the 
Collection of fome of the largeft Duties on Imports be- 
tween the Cuftoms and Excife, in order the better to fecure 
the Revenue, by checking the Inland Tranfit of Goods which 
have been clandeftinely brought afhore ; and by this Mea- 
fure, nearly Three Millions of Revenue are transferred to the 
Excife, without any material Diminution in the neceffary 

N Eftablifhment 
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Eftablifliment of the Cuftoms. It is equally neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that the Expences attending the Execution of the 
Quarantine Service are alfo paid out of the Cuftoms, and 
add considerably to the general Charges of Management, 
although they are incurred not for Purpofes of Revenue, but 
for the general Security of Health. It is natural therefore to 
expect, that the Rate ol Expence in this Department, ihould 
be higher than what is incident to molt others. * 

The following Table will Ihew, what has been the actual 
Rate per Centum on the Collection of the Grofs and Net Re- 
venue of the Customs, during the Period in Queftion : 

Years Grofs Receipt. Rate^i Ct. thereon Net Produce Rate per Ct. thereon 



] 7&9 — /5.4»7.333 - £6 7 ° — A> 0 5°i?°3 - £$ 9 10 

1 79° — 5.349--47 8 - 6 17 6 — 3.976,808 -950 

»79 l — 5.5 8 7.853 - 7 3 8 — 4., 193,8 17 - 9 11 6 

1792 — 6,045,818 - 6 9 7 — 4,407,837 - 8 17 6 

»793 — 5.574v° 8 - 6 19 7 — 4,221,832 - 9 4 8 

'794 5.841,840 - 7 1 8 — 3,821,216 - 10 16 8 

'795 — 5.77 6 ,°58 - 6 19 5 — 3,959.462 - 10 3 5 

1796 — 6,381,902 - 6 2 6 — 4.533,489 - 8 12 6 

The Fluctuation which appears in the Proportion that the Grofs and Net 
Produce bear to er.ch other in the different Years, arifes chiefly from an 
Increafe or Dccreafe of the Amount of Drawbacks paid on Goods 
exported. 

Some other Branches of the Revenue are alio affected by 
peculiar Circumftances, which appear to increafe their Ex- 
pence of Management, only becaufe they are Eftablifhments 
executing other Services belides that of merely collecting the 
Public Money. The Poft Ofhce falls particularly within this 
Defcription, and is an Eftablilhment of fo mixed a Nature, 
that it cannot, for the prefent Purpofe, be brought fairly into 
Comparifon with any of the Revenue Departments; the 
Profits of the Poft Office being eifentially derived from the 

- Compenlation. 

* Supplement (A.) 
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Compenfation paid by Individuals for the Performance of a 
Labour undertaken by the Government for the Public Ac- 
commodation ; and, befides the Salaries of the various 
Officers connected with the Management of this Service, the 
Poll Office is fubject to feveral Charges of a Ipecial Kind, 
fuch as the Expence of Horfes, Carriages, and Packet 
Boats, &c. &c. The Salt Office is another Eftablifhment, 
in which the Charges of Management are alfo enhanced bv 
Caules of a peculiar Nature: For, in order to lecure the 
Duties upon Home Consumption, which alone contributes 
to the Revenue, it is thought neceftary to maintain a Guard 
over the whole Quantity of Salt manufactured, although 
nearly Four-fifths of it are ultimately exempt from Duty, 
as being either applied to our Fiiheries, or exported, The 
Hackney Coach Office is alfo an Eftablifhment of a mixed 
Nature, and its principal Functions are thole of a Court of 
Police in Ca'es which have no Connection whatever with the 
Collection of the Revenue. — Subject to thefe Remarks, the 
Charges of Management upon the feveral other Branches of 
Revenue may be eftimared from the following Tables : 



Years. 


Grofs Receipt. 


E X 

Rate per 


C I S 

Ct. thereon. 


E. 

Net Produce. 


Rate ftr 


Ct. thcreo 




£■ 


£. 


i. 


d. 


£■ 


£• 


S. 


I. 


1789 - 


8,418,611 


- - 5 


IO 


0 — 


7,222,2 16 


- . 6 


8 


2 


J79O — 


9.054.850 


- - 5 


1 1 


0 — 


7,641,706 


- - 6 


12 


2 


I79I — 


9,808,908 


■ - 5 


O 


4 — 


8,21 1,692 


-- 5 


>9 


1 1 


1792 — 


10,113,867 


-- 4 


*9 


10 — 


8,456,833 


- - 5 


»9 


5 


1793 — 


9,412,487 


- - 5 


5 


7 — 


8,009,477 


. . 6 


"4 


1 


1794 — 


9-9 6 4- 2 93 


5 


0 


4 — 


8,489,462 


- * 5 


»7 


9 


1795 — 


10,866,170 


- - 4 




11 — 


9.378,35° 


- - 5 


8 


10 


I796 — 


10,960,425 


- - 4 


12 




9->55.57 1 


- - 5 


10 


3 
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STAMPS. 

Years. Grofs Receipt. Rate/>«rCt thereon. Net Produce. Ratc/*r Ct. thcreoi. 





£. 


£. s. 


d. 


£■ 


£. 


s. 


</. 


1789 - 


i,3 2 5> 00 4 * - 


5 7 


i — 


1,2^9,979 - - 


5 


»5 


4 


1790 — 


M^3 2 4 " - 


6 5 


1 — 


1,310,829 - - 


6 


J. 5 


l 


1791 — 


1,489 871 - - 


4 11 


8 — 


i,3 8 5-774 - - 


4 


ib 


7 


1792 — 


i,53°-333 - - 


4 *5 


8 — 


1,420,8,56 - - 


5 


3 


0 


1793 — 


1,462,870 - - 


5 1 


10 — 


1,361 002 - - 


5 


9 


6 


1794 — 


i,5 22 .°73 - - 


4 16 


3 — 


1.411,074 - - 


5 


3 


10 


»795 — 


1,801,412 - - 


4 18 


9 — 


1.672,132 - - 


5 


6 


6 


1796 — 


1,904,092 - - 


4 »7 


7 — 


1,772,976 - - 


5 


4 


10 




LAND TAX, and 


ASSESSED TAXES. 









Years. Grofs Receipt. Rate/>«rCt. thereon. Net Produce Rate/>*r Ct. thereon. 







£■ 


s. 


d. 


I 


£■ 


s. 


d. 


1789 — 


3>57 2 -4 8 4 - - 


3 


10 


3 — 


3,447.017 - 


- 3 


12 


9 


1790 — 


3,741,222 . - 


3 


8 


6 — 


3,613,038 - 


- 3 


IO 


1 1 


1791 — 


3,743,961 - - 


3 


9 


10 — 


3- 6l 3.» 2 3 - 


- 3 


12 


4 


1792 — 


3,623,619 - - 


3 


2 


2 


3,501 ,920 - 


- a 


4 


2 


1793 — 


3,63.5,2.50 - - 


3 


9 


4 — 


3,509,141 - 


- 3 


1 1 


10 


1794 — 


3,645,824 - - 


3 


9 


6 — 


3.5 > 9.°79 - 


- 3 


12 


3 


*795 — 


3,663,501 - - 


3 


10 


0 


3.534-976 - 


- 3 


12 


9 


1796 — 


4,101,869 - - 


3 


12 


5 — 


3.953-3 16 - 


- 3 


15 


1 



The Computations of the Rate per Centum of the Expenceof collecting 
the Aflefled Taxes is made on the Grofs and Net Produce, including the 
Tax on < - indows, by the 24th of His Majeily, there being no Expence 
attached to the latter Article in the Culloms or Excife, into which the Net 
Produce of it is paid. 

SALT, 

Years. Grofs Receipt. Raie/>?rCt. thereon. NetFroduce. Rate^rQ. thereon. 





£■ 


£> 


. s. 


d. 




£■ 


s 


d. 


1789 — 


476,381 - - 


6 


5 


6 — 


379,54° - • 


■ 8 


8 


2 


J790 — 


495,060 - - 


6 


1 1 


7 — 


4»4.599 - ■ 


• 7 


J 7 


2 




493.83 1 - - 


4 


16 


6 


415,683 - • 


• 5 


»4 


8 


1792 — 


497.33 8 - - 


6 


1 


1 1 — 


416,705 - • 


• 7 


9 


10 


»793 — 


502,341 - . 


6 


0 


4 — 


401,894 - - 


7 


10 


5 


1794 — 


520,664 - - 


5 


»9 


9 ~ 


442,917 - . 


• 7 


0 


9 


J79S — 


553,933 - - 


5 


12 


2 — 


465,780 - - 


6 


»3 


4 


I79 6 


454.378 - - 


7 


0 


9 — 


405,400 - . 


• 7 


»7 


10 
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HACKNEY COACHES and CHAIRS. 



Ye4". 


Grofs Receipt. 


Rate^i Ct. thereon. 


Net Produce. 


Rate/>«/-Ct.thcrc< 




r 
t • 


£ . J. U« 


r 
t • 


r - j 


178o 




. . « r' 10 


OA Inn 


911 


I7QO 




- - 8 5 1 — 


2A.I42 


8 19 2 


1791 


— 29,927 


- - 7 8 6 — 


27,700 - 


: 8 0 9 


1792 


— 26,322 


- - 8 8 7 — 


24,093 - 


- 950 


»793 


— 26,336 


- - 8 10 0 — 


24,097 - 


- 9 5 9 


»794 


— 24,940 


. . 9 0 9 — 


2 2 ,600 - 


- 10 0 8 


*795 


— 26,095 


- - 8 15 7 - 


23,800 - 


9 12 10 


1796 


— 26,146 


- - 8 1a 6 — 


23,890 - 


- 9 8 10 



HAWKERS and PEDLARS. 



Tears. 


Grofs Receipt. 


Rate per Ct. thereon. 


Net Produce. 


Rite per Ct. th 


era 




£• 


£. s, d. 


£, 




d. 


» 7 8 9 


— 6,132 - 


- 48 17 10 — 


3 137 • 


- 95 9 


5 


1790 


— 6, 7 o8 - 


- j>7 0 5 — 


3.825 - 


- 75 7 


5 


1791 


— 6,482 - 


- 41 13 0 — 


3.781 - 


- 71 8 


2 


1792 


— 6,008 - 


- 47 9 8 — 


3.*34 ■ 


• - 91 »3 


5 


*793 


— 6,042 . 


- 47 i7 7 ~ 


3- '49 - 


- 9 2 4 


4 


1794 


— 6,104 ■ 


- 46 14 9 — 


3.251 - 


- 87 15 


1 


'795 


— 6,725 . 


- 41 1 2 — 


4,005 . 


- 69 13 


3 


j 79 6 • 


— 7,882 - 


- 35 11 9 — 


5.076 ■ 


- 55 5 


2 



Having given thefe particular Statements of the Rate of Expence in- 
curred in the feparate Collection of each of thefe Branches of the Revenue, 
your Committee proceed next to ftate the Average Rate of Expence in- 
curred in collecting the Total Grofs Receipt and Total Net Produce of the 
principal Revenues of Great Britain (the Poll Office excepted) during the 
(ame Period, which appears to ftand thus : 

Years. Rate per Ct. on tbe Grofs Receipt. Rate per Ct. on the Net Produce. 





L- *> 


4. 




£. s. 


d. 


J789 - 


- 5 " 


2 




6 11 


8 


J790 . 


- 5 15 


3 




6 16 


7 


J79 1 - 


. 5 8 


9 




- 6 9 


7 


J792 - 


- 5 5 


0 




6 6 


0 


J 793 - 


- 5 11 


9 




- 6 11 


9 


'794 - 


- 5,9 


7 




6 13 


7 


J795 - 


- 5 5 


7 




- 6 5 


10 


1736 - 


- 5 0 


9 




6 1 


7 
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In the Charges of Maira^ement of thefe feveral Revenues, th» 
Sums paid by the Officer? on Account of the Land Tax, the One 
Shilling, and the Sixpence in the Found, are included, which.never- 
thelefs, ought properly to be deducted from the Management, be- 
caufc thev pafs into, and are accounted for in another Branch of 
the Revenue. If the Amount of thefe latter Taxes were deducted 
from the Charges of Management of the laft Year's Revenue, the 
Rate per Centum on the Collection might be ftated thus — 1796, on 
the Giofs Receipt about ^T. 4. 14s. on the Net Produce about 
£. 5 . i 4 j. W. 

It is difficult to compare the Amount of this Expenditure, with 
the Expences incurred by other Nations for fimilar Purpofes ; but 
there is Reafon to believe, that it does not much exceed Half the 
Expence, according to the lowed Calculation, which was incurred 
in collecting the Revennes of France, about the Beginning of the 
fame Period of Time to which the preceding Statements relate. 
Perhaps, indeed, it is inipoffible to obtain complete Information 
upon this Head, with refpeft to any Foreign States, even thofe of 
which themoft recent and accurate Accounts have been laid before 
the Public ; whereas, to ufe'fhe Words of the very able and intel- 
ligent Perlon whofe Affiftance has principally enabled your Com- 
mittee to lay thefe Statements before the Public, " In Great Bri- 
** tain, every Farthing drawn from the Subject, on Account of the 
,f Public Revenues, and all Deductions therefrom, until the Net 
*' Produce is paid into the Exchequer and brought within the View 
"of Pari lament, can be afcertained with a mathematical Accuracy." 

In Illuftration of the general Subject of thefe preliminary Re- 
marks, your Committee have fubjoined a Statement of the Whole 
of the Revenues of Great Britain for the Year 1796 ; diftinguifh- 
ing, 1 ft, the Grofs Receipt upon each Branch; adly, the feveral 
Deductions neceffarily incident to each refpectivelv, v\z. for Draw- 
backs, Repayments, Allowances, and Bounties in the Nature of 
Drawbacks; gdlVj their refpeftive Charges of Management, &c. 
4thly, the Net Produce remaining upon each, after thefe Deduc- 
tions are made ; ^thly, the Payments made out of that Net Produce 
for National Purpofes, fuch as, the Support of the Civil Govern- 
ment of Scotland, the Encouragement of Fiiheries, the Importation 
of Corn, or the raifing of Seamen, &c. &c. all of which are to be 
confidered as an Anticipation of lffues out of the Exchequer; and 
6thly, the final Payments actually made into the Exchequer. 

A View 
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Your Committee proceed next to the feparate Examination 
•of each particular Department in which the Public Revenues 
are colled ed. 

CUSTOMS. 

§ I« THE Commiflioners appointed to examine, 
take, and ftate the Public Accounts of the Kingdom, made 
Three fucceffive Reports upon this Department, in which 
they fully explained its Conftitution, the Duties of its feveral 
Officers, and the Mode of collecting this Part of the Reve- 
nue, in London and the Out Ports. And in the Courfe of 
thefe Reports, they pointed out a variety of important Re- 
gulations for Retrenchment of Expence, Reduction of Efta- 
blilhment, and Accommodation of the Merchants j moft 
of which your Committee have great Satisfaction to find have 
been fince carried into Effect. 

Thefe Regulations may be claffed under the following 
Heads, viz. 1. Accounts. 2. Offices. 3. Fees. 4. Holy- 
days and Hours of Attendance ; and 5. Cruizers. 

1 . With regard to the Accounts, it was propofed by the 
Commiffioners, that every Collector or Receiver in the Port 
of London ihould, on the firlt Board Day in every Week, 
lay before the Commiffioners an Account of the total Sums 
received and paid to the Receiver General during the Week, 
preceding, together with the Balance in his Hands at the Clofe 
of the Week ; and that the Receiver General fliould ftate, 
at the Foot of his Weekly Certificate to the Commiffioners, 
the Sum of Duties remaining in his Hands, and for what 
Reafon not paid into the Exchequer. Thefe Regulations 
have been accordingly carried into Effect ; and the Receiver 
General makes up his Account on every Saturday, and his 
Payment into the Exchequer every Wednefday, never retain- 
ing any Balance in his Hands beyond the growing Produce 
of the Week. 

O It 
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It was alfo recommended, that Authority mould be given 
to take the Balances of Duties, and Payments therefrom, in 
the Plantations, from fome convenient Period, hi order that 
. the Comptroller General might be enabled to include the 
Grofs Receipt and Payments at the Plantations, in the Ge- 
neral Account of the Cuftoms parted- in the Exchequer. 
With refpeft to this Point, however, although the Propriety 
of the Principle is conceded, its Execution has not been 
adopted ; and the Realbn now afiigneJ, is the Official Intri- 
cacy and Difficulty which would attend luch a Meafure. 

Asa Circumftance connected with the Matters of Accounts, 
it was alio recommended by .the Commiflioners, that the 
ifiuingof Port Books from the Exchequer lhoulu be discon- 
tinued; it appearing that no lefs than 395 of thefe Books 
were iffued annually, at the Expencc of £.751. Hi. id. 
per Annum ; that not more than 273 Returns upon riiefe 
Books have been made in Ten Years, and that neither the 
Books nor Returns were of any Public Utility. Your Com- 
mittee rinding, however, that this Recommendation had not 
been adopted, have inftituted a froth Enquiry into the Sub • 
jecl ; and it appearing that this Expence has been ftill con- 
tinued during the laft 12 Years, even where the Patent 
Offices for which thele Books were originally deftined no 
longer exift; that not One Sixth of the requifite Returns 
have been made ; and that even thefe (according to the con- 
current Opinions of the Board of Cuftoms and of the Ex- 
chequer) are of no practical poffible Utility to the Public ; 
your Committee cannot but earnettly recommend the imme- 
diate Difcontinuancc of this necdlefs Expence, amounting in 
the Whole, for Books, Fees, and Meffengers Allowance, to 
the Annual Sum of £. 797. 3*. id. 

The Prifage and Butlerage Duties on Wine, and the Duty 
on Coals, holden under ancient Grants on the Crown, ought, 
according to the Suggeflion of the Commiflioners of Accounts, 

to 
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to be reverted (if the Content of the Grantees could be 
obtained) in the Crown, for the Public Service, upon a 
reafonoble Compenfation to be made to the Grantees, by a 
Sum in Grofs, or by the Annual Payment of an Equivalent 
out of .the Duties arifmg from thefe refpective Articles. No 
Mcrafure of this Sort has been adopted ; but the Board of 
Cuftoms are of Opinion, that it would be attended with 
official Benefit and Convenience,- and Your Committee can- 
not forbear, upon Grounds of Policy and (Economy, mod 
ftrongly to recommend its Adoption. 

A general Conlblidation of the Duties of the Cuftoms was 
alfo recommended by the Commiflioners of Accounts; and 
this Operation was accordingly carried into effect by Stat. 
27. Geo. 3. c. 13. up to that Period. - 

It was further propofed, that the auditing of the Accounts 
of this Department fhould not be tranfacted by the Auditors 
of the Imp reft ; but their Office having been abolifhed, and 
a new Commiffion eftabiifhed in its Place, by Stat. 25 Geo. 3. 
C. 52. under which no Fees are paid, the Objection of Ex- 
penfe no longer fubfifts, and the Accounts are audiced by 
the new Commiflioners exercifing the Authority of the 
ancient Auditors. 

The Recommendation of prefenting a perfect and entire 
Statement of the Grofs and Net Produce of the Cuftoms, 
periodically, for the Infpeftion of Parliament, has been en- 
forced by a pofitive Law, wnicn requires that there fhall be 
laid before both Houfes of Parliament, within Fourteen 
Days after the Commencement of each Seffijn, an Atcount 
of the Total Produce of the Duties of Cuftoms, Excife, 
Stamps, and Incidents refpectively, for the Four Quarters 
next preceding the Date of fuch Account. 

2. With regard to Offices, a Reform in many Branches 
of the Cuftoms was ftrongly urged by the Commiflioners of 

O 2 , Accounts j 
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Accounts; and it has been fince effectually performed ir» 
almoft every Inftance where fubfequent Vacancies have 
happened. 



The propofed Abolition extended in the 
Port of London to - - - 61 . 
And in the Out Ports - - 135 



Total 196 



And the Total of the propofed Annual Saving to the Pub- 
lic, accoiding to the Net Produce of thofe Offices in 1784, 
wa,^. 42,655. 4. 11^. 

The Firft Oafs of Offices which the Commiffioners re- 
commended to be reduced, comprehends, thofe whereof 
they deemed the Duty to be ufelefs ; and the Board of Cuf- 
toms agree in the Propriety of their Supprcffion. Of this 
Oafs there are in the Port of London Ten, but none of 
them have yet fallen in ; a Statement of their Dcfcriptions 
and Emoluments, as they ftood in the Year 1 7S4, is annexed, 
whereby it appears that their Total Net Annual Produce then 
amounted to £.5,360. 16s. 6^. 

In the Out Ports, there are One Hundred Offices of the 
fame Oafs ; the Total Net Annual Produce of whofe Ap- 
pointments amounted, in 1784, to £. 12,993. gs. 
Twelve of thefe Offices have fince fallen in, which have not 
been filled up. Their Net Annual Produce, in 1784, was 
£-3>593- 3 s - li d - 

The Second Oafs of which the Suppreffion was recom- 
mended, comprehends thofe where the Bufinefs is ufeful, 
but the Officer has become ufelefs by converting his Office 
Into a Sinecure : And the Board of Cuftoms think this Re- 
duction alfo to be highly proper 

Of this Second Oafs there were, in the Port of London, 
Thirty-four ; the Total Net Annual Produce of whofe Ap- 
pointments 
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pointments amounted, in 1784, to £. 10,931. i$s. 4^. 
Twelve of thefe Offices, of the Net Yearly Produce of 
£. 3,578. is. $d. have fmce become vacant, which have 
not been filled up ; although, with refpect to Two of them 
it has been thought proper, after abolilhing the Sinecure Part 
of the Office, to appoint an Executive Officer in the Place 
of each, at a regulated Salary. In the Out Ports, there were 
Thirty-five Offices of the fame Gals, the Total Net Annual 
Produce of whofe Appointments amounted, in 1784, to 
7,459. izs. o\d. Eighteen of thefe Offices have fince 
fallen in, but none of them have been filled up. Their Net 
Annual Produce, in 1784, was £. 4,678. 7*. 6|i. 

The Commiffioners of Accounts, after propofing that the- 
Offices of Cuftomers fhould be wholly at an End, and that 
thofe of Comptroller and Searcher ftiould ceafe to be Patent 
Offices, advifed the Appointment of Two Officers at every 
Creek where the Deputies to Patent Offices were then ftationed, 
and that they fhould hold their Offices by the ordinary Form 
of the Commifiion of the Board of Cuftoms j and carry on 
the Bufinefs of the Deputies to the Patent Offices : — It 
appears to Your Committee that this. Regulation, fo far as 
refpects the new modelling of thefe Offices, has not been 
carried into Effect ; but that when the principal Office has 
in thefe Ihftances become vacant, Perfons have been appointed 
to conduct the Bufinefs, as well at Creeks as at the Ports ; 
and the Perfons fo acting, receive the Fees heretofore taken 
for the Benefit of the Principal j and after retaining a certain 
Allowance for the Difcharge of the Duty, they remit the 
Remainder to be carried to the Public Account. The Board 
of Cuftoms reprefent that the Regulations propofed upon this 
Subject cannot well be accomplifhed, until all thefe Offices 
(hall have fallen in, nor even then without the Authority of 
Parliament. 



The 



FOURTH REPORT: 



The Third Oafs of Offices to be fupprefled, comprehends 
thofe of which it was conceived that the Duty might be 
conveniently transfers! to other Departments; and the 
Board of Cuftons alfo concur in the Propriety of this Re- 
form, not only as a Supprcfilon of Sinecures, but as pro- 
moting a fyftematic Unity in the Treafury Collection and 
Control in thh Department. Seventeen Offices were ranked 
within this Defcr'ption, the Total Net Annual Produce of 
whofe Appointments was £.2,909. 11s. nd. Of thefe Of- 
fices Four have fallen in, to the Sinecure Part of which no 
SuccefTors have been appointed ; their Net Annual Produce, 
in 17S4, was £. 516. \%s. 

Some fpecial Confiderations, however, are dated by the 
Board of Cuttoms, as requiring Attention in the Reform of 
this latter Clafs of Offices. Theyobferve, that an extenfive 
and important Duty appertains to fome of them ; fuch as, 
the Infpeclor of the Out Port Collectors Accounts and 
Vouchers, and the Examiners of Out Port Collectors Quarter 
Books ; and that the Arrangements incident to fuch a Reform 
would alfo require the Introduction of many practical Di- 
rections, both in London and the Out Ports : They add, 
that the Suppreffion of the Offices of Receivers of Fines 
and Forfeitures for London and the Out Ports, and the Af- 
fignmentof the refpective Trufts and Bufinefs to the Receiver 
General, and the Inftitution of a proper Control over this 
additional Duty, would alfo require to be provided for. 

With regard to the Office of Accountant of Petty Receipts, 
which the Commiffioners of Accounts had recommended to 
be reduced, it appears, that the Portion of Emoluments 
formerly received from a Poundage on enumerated Goods 
was, on a Vacancy in 1788, abolifhed by Order of the Lords 
of the Treafury ; and in lieu of the former Salary of £-13$ 
a Year, together with a Poundage, which, in 1784, was 
reported to have been £.1,634. 8j. 1 id. the Office was 
thereupon reduced to a Net Salary of £.500 a Year. 

The 
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The Practice of requiring Officers to be put under In- 
structions for a certain Time, and of not admitting them into 
Office until they have obtained a Certificate of Qualification, 
has, in Confequence of the Recommendation of the Com- 
missioners of Accounts, been extended to the Office of Col- 
lector and Comptroller at the Out Ports, and to other 
Situations ; but no Regulation has been adopted for eftablifhing 
a Courfe of gradual Rife to the Office of Comptroller at the 
Out Ports, and from thence to that of Collector. Your 
Committee conceive, however, that although an invariable 
Adherence to fuch a Rule might occasionally be attended 
with considerable Inconvenience, yet the Principle oughc 
always to be kept in View in the Difpofal of thefe Offices, 
as an Incentive to Diligence, and the most likely Means of 
placing in thefe Offices Perfons of approved Ability and 
Fidelity. 

Of the Total Number of Officers in thefe Three ClafTes, 
which were recommended to be fuppreffed, amounting to 
196, it appears, therefore, that Forty-fix have fince fallen 
in, and have not been filled up. Your Committee however 
find that another of thefe Patent Offices*, of which the Sup- 
preffion was recommended, alfo became vacant by Death 
in the Year 1794, and was thereupon filled up, as is ftated 
to Your Committee, in Confequence of an Engagement of 
a former Administration ; and they find alfo, that in Two 
other fimilar Instances of Sinecures, a Change of the Perfons 
who held them has been allowed to be made. In stating 
thefe Instances, they think proper at the fame Time to 
remark, that amongst the Eight Patent Out Port Officers, 
who acted themfelves, and whofe Suppression was not fug- 
gefted by the Commissioners of Accounts, Four Vacancies 
have happened, none of which have been filled up ; that 
above One Hundred other Offices of inferior Note have alfo 
been aboliflied, 'and that ho reverfiohary Grant whatever 

has 
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has been made of any Office in the Cuftoms fince the Year 
1782. 

3. The Abolition of all Fees and Gratuites, and the Sub- 
stitution of a fixed Salary to each Officer, were earneftly 
recommended by the Commiffianers ; and their Plans have 
been already executed, in feveral Inftances, by the Direction 
of the Treafury, on the Recommendation of the Board ; bur, 
befides this liberal Reform, very active Meafures were taken, 
immediately after the Report of the Commiffioners of Ac- 
counts, for introducing a general Reform upon the fame 
Principle, throughout the whole Eftablilhmcnt.. 

The Opinions of the Merchants refident in London, and 
in mod of the Out Ports, were collected, upon the Expe- 
diency of aboliming or regulating the Fees, and of providing 
Compenfations to the Officers by a Tonnage Duty In 1788, 
the Merchants of London declared their Wifhes for a total 
Abolition ; and the various Communications received from 
the Merchants and Traders at the Out Ports, made it evi- 
dently impracticable that any general Table of Fees could be 
made to fuit all Places. With a View therefore to afcertain 
the Amount of the Fees, for which Compenfation muft be 
provided, if the Fees themfelves were abolilhed, a Bill was 
lubmitted to Parliament, which afterwards paffed into a Law, 
authorizing the Treafury to appoint Two Commiffioners of 
the Cuftoms in England, and One in Scotland, to enquire on 
Oath into the Emoluments of all Perfons employed in the 
Service of the Cuftoms. 

In January 1790, thofe Commiffioners, having vifited 
Thirty-four Out Ports, made their Firft Report *, recom- 
mending certain Meafures for Relief of the Coafting Trade ; 
and in the fame Year an Act of Parliament was paffed for 
the Relief of that Trade, at a confiderable Lofs to the 
Revenue. 

* Supplement (C) In 
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In March 1791, the Commiffioners made a Second Report, 
by which it appeared that the Total of the Fees amounted, 
in the Year 1788, to £-133,805 6s. 3d. InMayi79i they 
made their Third Report ; in which, after ftating and dif- 
cuffing the various Opinions communicated to them by the 
Merchants convened exprefsly upon this Subject, they de- 
clared themfelves to be decidedly of Opinion, that an entire 
Abolition of Cuftom Houfe Fees, and the Payment of every 
Perfon in that Department by ■ the Crown, and the Crown 
only, would be a Meafure highly beneficial both to the 
Commerce and the Revenue of the Country : And they fur- 
ther declared it as their Opinion, that if an entire Abolition 
were deemed inexpedient, great Advantages might neverthe- 
lefs accrue to Commerce, and much Security to the Revenue, 
by abolifhing the Fees paid to the Perfons ufually called Out- 
door Officers ; the Annual Amount of which was about 
£. 45,000 ; and that this Meafure, though of a more limited 
Extent, would place the Out-door Butinefs at the feveral 
Ports of the Kingdom on an equal Footing. 

It is ftated to Your Committee, that in purfuance of thefe 
Reprefentations, a Bill was prepared in 1792 ; but that the 
apparent Difficulty of the Subject, and the Expence of pro- 
viding a Compenfation upon the Principle and to the Extent 
fuggefted, were Conliderations which at that Time prevented 
any further Proceedings upon this Subject. 

4. The Holydays* obferved in the Cuftoms are a Grievance, 
againft which the Commijfioners of Accounts remonftrated, 
as greatly prejudicial to the Revenue and to the Merchant : 
They amount to Forty-five Days in every Year, befide Sun- 
days ; Thirty of this Number are eftablifhed by Statute, and 
the remaining Fifteen by Ufage. No Meafure, however, 
has been taken to reduce their Number, although the Imports 
of the Nation have been nearly doubled, and the Exports 
more than doubled fince the Date of their former Reports. 

P Your 
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Your Committee have therefore called upon the Board of 
Cuftoms for an Account of fuch Regulations reflecting thefe 
Holydays, as in the Opinion of the Board would be moft 
beneficial to the Public Service, requiring the Reafons to be 
fpecified for fuch as it might be thought proper to keep ; 
and upon the Representation of the Board, it appears, that 
the Holydays might be properly reduced from Forty-five to 
Eleven, which, in the Opinion of your Committee, might 
alfo, confidently with the Reafons alledged by the Board, be 
reduced to a ft ill fmaller Number. 

The Hours of Attendance in the Cuftoms, were alfo ad- 
verted to by the Commiffioners of Accounts ; and although 
they did not recommend any fpecific Alteration, yet they 
ftated that the Hours appointed by the Rules annexed to the 
Book of Rates, were not lurficient ; that Four Hours in each 
Morning were neceffary for the Attendance of Officers in the 
Long Room ; and that the Abfence of the Searchers from 
their Office, from One o'Ciock till Half-paft Three, occafi- " 
oned an inconvenient Stoppage in the whole Export Bufinefs. 
The Board of Cuftoms agree, that further Regulation is 
wanting in thefe Points ; and that the Hours, fettled in 
conformity to the Manners of former Times, are at prefent 
inadequate, and ill adapted to the Accommodation of Bufi- 
nefs*. But they ftate to your Committee, that as the Subject 
requires much Inveftigation, and a Communication with the 
Merchants of London, and alfo with thofe of the Out 
Ports, amongft whom, on a former Confideration of the 
Subject, a great Difference of Opinion appeared to prevail, 
the Board is not at prefent prepared to fubmit any decided 
Opinion as to what the Alteration fhould be. 

In cafe it fhould be thought expedient hereafter, either 
to diminifh the Number of Holydays, or increafe the Num- 
ber of the Hours of Attendance, it will become a Queftion, 

Whether 

* Supplement (D.) 
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Whether it may not be juft to allow fome Augmentation of 
Salary to the feveral Officers, in confideration of their in- 
creafed Duty ? 

5. The Cruizers in the Service of the Cuftoms, were for- 
merly maintained partly upon the Eftablifhment, and partly 
by Contract. The Commiflioners of Accounts profefs to 
leave the Queftion of Preference between thefe Two Modes 
wholly to the Board ; and the only fpecifk Recommendation 
which they give is, to prohibit all Officers in the Service of 
the Cuftoms from having any Share or Concern in thefe 
Veffels. This Recommendation has been fully adopted, and 
no fuch Union of contending Duty and Intereft is now 
fuffered to exift. The Board of Cuftoms, in the Year 1787, 
proceeded alfo to lay afide the Syftem of Contract Cruizers ; 
it having appeared that Frauds had been committed by fuch 
Veflels, to the great Injury of the Revenue ; and that upon 
a comparative View of the Seizures made, and the Expences 
incurred by the feveral Veffels employed in the Year 1781, 
1782, and 1783, thofe on the Eftablilhment had produced 
a much larger Net Sum to the Revenue than thofe upon 
Contract, notwithftanding the latter exceeded the former in 
Point of Tonnage, as well as in the Number of Mariners. 

At prefent the Cruizers upon the Eftablilhment, as they 
are generally called, are Thirty-feven ; but a Diftinclion 
obtains between thofe which are more fpecially denominated 
Cruizers on Eftablilhment, and Cruizers paid upon Incidents , 
of which latter Sort there are Eight : They differ from the 
other Twenty-nine by no other Circumftance, than that the 
Commanders of thofe on the Eftablifhment are appointed by 
the Lords of the Treafury, and thofe upon Incidents by the 
Commiflioners of the Cuftoms. 

§ 2< i. IN confidering the Increafe or Dimunition which 
has taken place, fince the Year 1782, in the Number or in 

P 2 the 
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the Amount of the Salaries and Emoluments of different 
Public Offices in the Department of the Cuiloms, Your 
Committee beg Leave to obferve, that befides the Reduction 
of Forty-fix Offices which has taken place fince 1^82, in 
Coniequence of the Recommendation of the Commiffioners 
of Accounts, One Hundred and Four other Offices have 
been abolifhed in this Department, by Authority of the 
Lords of the Treafury, and of the Board of Cuftoms : The 
Dimunition* therefore amounts already to One Hundred and 
Fifty Offices ; and the Total Amount of Salaries thus abolifhed 
orredued, is £.9,773, 2s. id. This Sum, however, fo far 
as it relates to the vacant Patent Offices, does not include the 
Fees incident to them ; and therefore does not exprefs the whole 
Gain accruing from their having fallen in, which according 
to their. Value in 1784, amounts to £.12,366. 1 1 s. ofd. per 
Annum. There are alio One Hundred and Fifty more of 
the Offices, whofe Suppreffion was recommended by the 
, Commiffioners of Accounts, ftill to fall in, from whence there 
will probably be another Gain to the Public of at leaft 
j^.30,288. 135. ic^d. per Annum, {ubject indeed to fuch 
Deductions as it may be neceffary to make out of this Sum*, 
in favour of the efficient Officers who may be appointed to 
fucceed to the active Part of the Offices fuppreffed ; — but at 
the fame Time it is alio to be kept in Mind, that the valued 
Prod uce of thefe Offices, in 1784, will probably be found 
hereafter to be much augmented by the fubfequent Increafe 
of Trade, and confequent Increafe of Fees. 

The Board of Cuftoms have further reprefented to Your 
Committee, that it is not only their uniform Endeavour and 
Practice, to make any Retrenchment in the Number or Pay 
of the Officers in their Department, which can be effected 
■ without Detriment to the Public Service ; but that there 
are leveral Offices in London and the Out, Ports, which, 
under the Authority of the Treafury, or by 'the Refolution 
of the Board itielf, are to be difcontinued on the Firft 

Vacancy i 

* Append. (G. 1.) Fol. Ed. 
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Vacancy ; and others, the Propriety of whofe Continuance 
is to be taken into Confideration as they become vacant. 
* Your Committee have fubjoined an Enumeration of the fpe- 
cific Reductions which are at prefent in Contemplation*. 

2 Your Committee have to obferve, neverthelefs, that in 
many Inftances an Increafe has taken place, both in the 
Number and Pay of the Officers of the Cuftoms, fince the 
Year 1782. The Number of Officers added is 444; and 
the Amount of the Salaries, either newly created or added to 
former Salaries, is £,27,214. js. 1\d, 

In thus augmenting the Number of Officers, it is re'pre- 
fented to Your Committee, that the Board of Cuftoms has 
always proceeded gradually, and with lb much Referve in 
the Beginning, as often to require a fubfequent Augmentation ; 
and that the moft numerous Additions have been made in 
the Clafs of Officers who had no fixed Salary whatever, or 
Salaries not exceeding £. 5 per Annum. Upon infpecting the 
annexed Returns -jv it appears, that notlefs than 200 Inftances, 
out of the 444, fall within this Defcriptionj 200 more of 
thefe new Offices are limited to Salaries of different Sizes, 
above £.5, and not exceeding £.50 per Annum; Twenty 
others amount to £.80 per Annum ; befides which, there 1 
are Two at £.100 per Annum each; Eleven at £.zoo per * 
Annum ; One at £-3/° P er Annum ; and One at £.400 per 
Annum : and although the increafed Amount of the Salaries 
appears to be £.27,214. "js. y{d. yet upon examining the 
various Articles of which this Sum is conftituted, it will be 
found that the Whole of the additional Expence for thefe 
444 new Offices, is not more than £. 11,500. that the Ad- 
ditions to old Salaries Suring the laft Fourteen Years, is little 
more than £. 3,500, and that the largeft Article which fwells 
the Total Sum, arises from the Compenfation made to certain 
Offices in lieu of their Fees ; this laft Item is not lefs than 
j£. 1 2,ooo. The Subftitution of Salaries in lieu of Fees, was 

a Meafure 
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a Meafire ftrongly recommended by the Commiflioners of 
Accounts, and in thefe Iriftances has been deemed by the 
Board of Cuftoms, to be of indifpenfable Neceffity. 

Upon comparing the Total Increafe of Expence, viz. 
£.27,2 14 7s. j\d with the Total Dimunition under the fame 
Heads, viz. £.9,773 2s. id. the Balance therefore will 
appear to be an Increafe of£'. 17,441 5*. &\d. but this Sum 
is allb fubject to a further Reduction. 

3, The Eftablifliment of the Cruizers in the Service of 
the Cuftoms, befides the Clunge of Syftem already noticed, 
has alfo undergone fome Fluctuation in Number and Expence 
fince the Year 1782. Thirteen new Cruizers have been 
appointed, at an Annual Expence of £.6,993. 16s. 3^. a 
Part of which, ariling from the increaled Complement of 
Mariners, on Account of the War, is of courfe to be regarded 
as temporary ; but Fourteen other Cruizers have been dif- 
continued, the Expence of which was £. 8,727. 10/. 3</. fo 
that the Refult exhibits a Dimunition of One Cruizer upon 
the Eftablifliment, and a Reduction of Expence amounting 
to £.1,733, *4 J - Deducting therefore this latter Sum from 
the Sum of £.17,441. $s. 6\d. there will remain the Sum 
£".15,707, 6s. 1 lid. 

4. It is to be remarked, that befides the Increafe of Of- 
ficers and Salaries, an Increafe has allb taken place fince 1782, 
in the Rate of Fees payable to the Officers of Cuftoms ; and 
Your Committee have annexed a Statement of thefe Par- 
ticulars, fo far as they have been enabled. The Board of 
Cuftoms ftate indeed, that they have no Cognizance whatever 
of the Fees taken by the Officers in this Department j and, 
owing to that Caufe, the Account of Fees which they have 
returned, is therefore probably the lefs perfect. Your Commit- 
tee are informed, however, by an Officer of great Experience 
(and to whofe Skill and Diligence upon this very Subject the 

Commiflioners 
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Commiflioners of Account were formerly much indebted) 
that inoft of the Inftances of Increafe in this Account of 
Fees, have arifen from an Increafe of the Service itfelf, for 
which thefe Fees were formerly taken. A confiderable Di- 
minution in Fees*, however, has alio taken place ; where 
Salaries have been fubftituted in their lieu, the Fees of courfe 
have been totally abolilhed ; and a Reduction or Difcon- 
tinuance of Fees has alfo taken place in various other Inftances, 
where the Service itfelf, for which they were originally paid, 
has either partially or entirely ceafed : Both thefe Species of 
Diminution are exemplified in the Accounts annexed. 

5. Upon balancing the Eftablifhments, as they ftood 

reflectively in the Years 1782 and 1796 ; it appears upon the 

Whole, that the increafed Number of Offices is 294, and 

that the Increafe of Expence amounts to£. 15,707. 11/. d\d. 

But in Order to form a juft Eftimate of the Neceflity of this 

Increafe of Expenditure, befides the feveral Confiderations 

already fuggefted, fome Regard fhould alfo be had to the 

increafed Produce of the Revenue itfelf ; the grofs Amount 

whereof appears to have rifen, between the Years 1782 and 

1796, from £. 3,965,723, to £. 6,381,902. 

1782 Englifti Cuftoms £.3,717,186 1796. Englilh Cuftoms £.6, 1 18,391 
Scottifh - - - 248,537 Sccttifh - - - 263,511 

£.3,965,723 £.6,381,902 



And with the fame View it is alfo proper to obferve, that 
in the Year 1783, the Value of the Imports into England 
amounted to £. 1 1,651,281, and the Exports from England 
amounted to £. 13,896,415 ; whereas, in the Year 1796, 
the Value of the Imports was £. 21,024,866, and the Value 
of the Exports -£.29,196,198. 

§3. IN the Courfe of the preceding Statements, Your 
Committee have thought proper to recommend, in Additon 

to 
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to the many beneficial Reforms already introduced into the 
Department of the Cuftoms, under the Sanftion of the 
Reports of the Commiffioners of Accounts, that certain other 
Meafures, which, have alio the fame Sanftion, (hould be 
carried into Execution ; viz. ' i . That the Iflue of Ex- 
chequer Port Books lhould be immediately fuppreffed ; 
i. That the Prifage and Butlerage Duties and Duties on Coals, 
(hould be re-vefted in the Crown ; 3. That the Holydays 
(hould be reduced, and the Hours of Attendance regulated. 
Your Committee beg Leave alfo to offer fome further Obfer- 
vations, under the feveral Heads of 1. Accounts, 2. Offices^ 
3. Fees, 4. Laws, and 5. Bonding of Duties. 

1 . The Accounts of the Cuftoms were much fimplified by 
the Coniblidation of Duties which took place in 1787. Since 
that Time, however, Eight new Branches of Duties have been 
created, which make it necetfary to keep fo many new and 
diftindt Accounts ; the fame Principle, therefore, which led 
to the original Meafure, will, in the Opinion of the Board 
of Cuftoms, require its further Extenfion. 

The Accumulation of Balances in the Hands of the Re- 
ceivers, is a Consideration alfo belonging to the Head of 
Accounts. With regard to the Receiver General of the 
Cuftoms in London, it has already been ftated, that the 
Balances upon his Accounts are made up every .Saturday, and 
paid into the Exchequer on the Wednefday following ; but in 
the Excife, Stamp, and Salt Offices, the Interval of One Day 
Only, takes place between the making up of the Weekly 
Accounts and the confequcnt Payment ; as Your Committee 
(hall have Occafion to notice in reporting upon thoie Branches 
of the Revenue. 

It appears, however, that the Manner in which the Receiver 
General of the Cuftoms for Scotland has been accuftomed to 
pay over his Balances is widely different $ and although he 

reprelents, 
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reprefents, that he lays before the Board at Edinburgh a 
Weekly Statement of the Cadi in his Hands, and when the 
Balance appears to admit of it, the Commiflioners direct a 
Remittance to be made thereout to the Receiver General at 
London, yet by the annexed Account it is manifeft, that the 
prefent Receiver General of the Cuftoms and Salt Duties 
(both of which are managed in Scotland by the fame Board) 
retained in his Hands, on the 5th of January, 1796, a Net 
Balance of £.65,731. 12s. $d. ; and that upon examining 
his fucceflive Monthly Statements, from 5th January 1796, 
to 5th April 1797, although his Balance appears in one 
Inftance'to have been reduced to£. 23,255, yet its Average 
Amount exceeded .£.47,400 ; and that on the 5th of March 
1797, he had a Net Balance of £ 74,895. iu. y\d. Your 
Committee, therefore, obferving that thefe Balances are fo 
large in themlelves, and bear fo large a Pro ortion to the 
whole Amount of the Cuftom Duties received for Scotland 
in the Year 1796, viz, £.263,511. 13J. \ \d. are of Opinion, 
that fuch Balances ought not to be fuffered to accumulate in 
private Hands ; and that the Compenfation which the Re- 
ceiver General may be entitled to for his Services, ought to 
be made by a fixed and adequate Salary, but not by the Profit 
which he may be fuppofed to derive from the Ufe of the 
Public Money ; a Mode of Compenfation always injurious 
to the Public, and often prejudicial in its Confequences to 
the Individuals themfelves. It appears alfo that the Security 
given by the prefent Receiver General is only £".25,000 ; a 
Sum very inadequate to the Average Amount of his Balances. 
And Your Committee have thought it their Duty to annex to 
this Report *, a Return which clearly proves that the Office 
may be refpeclably filled for a Compenfation not amounting 
to Half its prefent Profits and Emoluments} and that a 
Reduction of its Profits might prevent the Means of making 
thofe Arrangements which appear to exift at prefent, and 

which 
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which are at all Times liable, from their Nature, to become 
injurious to the Public Intereft. 

2. The Offices belonging to the Board of Cuftoms appear 
to have been fo carefully inveftigated by the Commiflioners of 
Accounts, and their fpecific Plan for fuppreffing the feveral 
Clafl'es of ufelefs Departments and Officers, has been fo 
generally approved, that Your Committee think it of great 
Importance to have that Svftem of Reform placed beyond 
the Reach of future Infringements, and eftablilhed by pofitive 
Law. With regard to the effective Officers upon this Effa- 
blilbment, Your Committee would alfo recommend, that 
betides a general, though not invariable Rule of Promotion 
by Seniorit\ r , a further Reward lhould be held out to thole 
who may continue in this Line of the Public Service, till Age 
or Infirmities oblige them to retire, either by the Efta- 
blifhment of a Superannuation Fund, or by authorizing the 
Board of Cuftoms to make Provifion in all fuch Cafes. This 
Meafure is expreffly recommended by the Third Report of 
the Commiflioners of Cuftoms, who a&ed under the Stat. 
29. Geo. 3. c. 64 ; and it is coniiltent with the Practice of 
many other Branches of the Public Service, and was uniformly 
approved of by the Commiffioners of Inquiry. It has alfo 
occurred to your Committee, that a Fund may be eafily found 
for this Purpofe in the Cuftoms, if Parliament fhould think 
lit to appropriate to this Ufe the accumulated and growing 
Produce of the Fees which ftill continue to be received from 
the vacant Patent Offices. A large Proportion of thefe* Fees 

* The Fees taken on Account of Patent Offices vacant, have, in 
Obedience to the Direaionsof the Lords of the Treafury of the 12th of 
Fe bruary 1790, from Time to Time, been applied, together with the 
growing IntereH; thereon, to the Purchafe of Stock in the 3 per Cent. Con- 
fohdeted Annuities, aijd the Sums fo vefted amounted on the 27th of 
January lait to £.74,083. i 7 s. gj. and ftand in that Stock in the joint 
Names of Thomas Boone, and William Hey, Efquires, Commiflioners, 
and Auguftus Pechell, Efquire, Receiver General of the Cuftoms. 
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is regularly inverted in £. 3 per^Ccnt. Confolidated Bank An- 
nuities, together with the growing Intereft ; and there is now 
Handing, in the Names of Two of the Commiffioners of the 
Cuftoms, and of the Receiver- General of the Cuftoms, the 
Sum of ^.74,083. 17.?. yd. purchaled by thefe Inveftments, 
and applicable to the Public Service. 

It is alfo the Opinion of your Committee, that if fixed and 
net Salaries could be given to each Officer, proportionate to. 
his Services, the general Arrangement would be much im- 
proved ; inftead of leaving their Compenfation to depend 
upon their having additional Places or Employments in other 
Situations, or upon their carnal Receipt of Fees. Your Com- 
mittee have annexed an Account of the Penfions, Places, 
and Employments holden bv the prefent Officers of the Cuf- 
toms, unconnected with their Duties in this Department, but 
they forbear to make any Remarks upon this subject in this 
Place, meaning to referve them for future Statement, as ap- 
plicable generally to all the Departments which have come 
under their Examination. 

3. The Abolition of Fees is a Meafure, which for many 
Reafons, Your Committee think it their Duty to lubmit to 
the Confideration of Parliament. The Independence of the 
Revenue Officers, the Relief to the Trader, and the Security 
of the Revenue, are all involved in this Queftion. The 
Merchants of London, and thofe refidcnt at feveral of the 
Out Ports, when confulted in 1791 , approved of this Mea- 
fure ; and the Opinion of the Commiffioners of Accounts, 
that of the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms who vifited the 
Out Ports, and that of the prefent Board, all concur in the 
Propriety of the Abolition. But the main Difficulty whieh 
has been Mated conftantly, as obftructing the Execution of 
the Plan, is the Neceffity of providing a Fund for Com- 
penfation to the feveral Officers whofe Fees are to be abolilhed ; 

Q^2 the 
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the Total Amount of thefe Fees, according to the Repre- 
fentation of the Commiflioners, under Stat. 29 Geo. 3. c. 64, 
amounted, in 1788, to the Annual Sum of £■ 1 33,805. 6s. 3d. 
out of which the Fees of the Out-door Officers were about 
£. 45,000. 

Your Committee have upon the prefent occafion thought 
fit to call tor a Statement of the Fees received in the Port of 
London, in tv. 0 feveral Periods of Peace and War ; from 
tvhich it appears that their Total Amount, in 1784, was 
£.64,093. is. o\d.; and in 1788, £. 64,364. 16s. o\d. ;— 
that in 1794, they were £.67,027. 2s. yd. ; in 1795, 
£.66,396. os. i\d. ; and in 1796, £.79,782. 15J. g^d. ADe- 
tailof the component Parts of thefe Sums is annexed, and from 
thence it appears, that fo much of tl-efe Fees as was received 
by the Out-door Officers for the Port of London, amounted in 
*794> to £.20,848. 4 j.4|</. ; in 1795, to £. 21,635. iSs.tfd.-, 
and in 1796, to £. 25,391. 13s. 6%d. This latter Obje& is 
the narrovveff Point to which any Propolal of Abolition can 
be reduced, in order to procure any very material Advantage 
to the Revenue or the Trade. 

No fpecific Plan indeed has been hitherto propofed for pro- 
viding a Compeniation adequate even to the lefler Object ; nor 
is it perhaps very eafy to find an eligible Mode. It has been 
reprefented, however, to your Committee, that an adequate 
Provifion for thefe Fees might be conveniently and fairly 
o h imed. by laying a fmall Duty for this Purpofe on a few of 
the [ rincipal Articles of Imports ; apportioning this Duty ac- 
cording to the Share which the Trade of each Country con- 
tributes to the whole Trade of Great Britain ; and that for 
this Purpofe it might be expedient to arrange in diftincl: Claries 
the feveral Countries whofe Produces are nearly fimilar ; for 
Example, the Countries on the Baltic. 2. Germany and 
Holland. 3. All other Countries in the South of Europe, 
and to the Southward of it. 4. Africa. 5. The Eaft Indies. 

6. The 
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6. The Britifti Northern Colonics, and the States of America. 

7. The Weft Indies j and 8. Ireland. According to this 
Arrangement, if the whole Sum wanted were £. 25,000 per 
Annum, and the Baltic Trade, for Example, be equal to One 
Tenth of the whole Trade, the Produces of the Baltic, viz. 
Iron, Hemp, Timber, &c, would have to contribute, about 
£. 2,500 : And thus the Burthen would be rateably divided 
in the Way moft likely to diminilh its Weight upon each 
Part. Your Committee, having received this Statement 
upon Teftimony the moft competent to the Subject, think it 
their Duty to fubmit it to the Houfe for further Dilcuffion, if 
the Object itfclf ihould be brought under Confideration. 

4. Upon adverting to the Laws of the Cuftoms, Your 
Committee have found them to be voluminous in Bulk, in- 
tricate in their Details, and comprehending not Ids then 
Twelve Hundred Articles upon which Duties are levied ; 
about Nine Hundred of thefe are fubject to rated Duties, 
and t;ie reft are charged ad Valorem. Thev find also, that 
the Statutes relative to the Cuftoms alone, fill at prefent Six 
large Voiumes in Folio, that they are unprovided with 
any printed Index ; and that the Compilation itfelf, even in 
this State, is not published, nor can it be commonly obtained 
by Purchafe. 

Out of the Total Number of 1,200 Articles, upon which 
the Duties of Cuftoms attach, there are not more than 1 60 
which appear upon the Annual Accounts prefented to Parlia- 
ment, as yielding the Sum £. 1,000 and upwards ; the remain- 
ing 1,040 fall under the general Head of " Sundry fmall Ar- 
ticles," and do not produce, in the Whole, more than from 
£.85,000 to £.\ 10,000 per Annum; each of thefe Articles, 
neverthelefs, has fome fpecial Regulation belonging to it, and 
the accumulated Mafs of thefe Details has rendered the whole 
Syftem much too complex. 

By 
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By the Evidence of Perfons having long and extenfive Ex- 
perience in the Commercial and technical Details ot the Laws 
of the Cuftoms, your Committee are warranted in ftating moft 
decidedly, that a Confolidation and Simplification of the Laws 
of theCuftoms, would greatly contribute to fecure and increafe 
the Collection of the Revenue. By a Simplification of thefe 
Laws, the Revenue Officer would be enabled to execute his 
Duty with more Promptitude and Safety ; the IVierchant 
•would better know how to franfadt his commercial Concerns 
with the Revenue ; and the Foreign Trader would have 
the Means of avoiding thofe Errors which fo frequently ex- 
pole his Property to Seizure, for the Omiffion of Forms 
which it is almoll impoflible that he fhould know to be ne- 
ceflary. And it ha? been reprefented to Your Committee, 
that all the Laws of the Cuftoms might be clearly and cor- 
rectiy arranged under the Heads of Exportation, Importa- 
tion, and Carrying Coaftwife or Internally . That the Prin- 
ciples being few, the Text of the Law might be comprized 
within a narrow Compafs, and the Details of Enumeration be 
diftributed intofeparate Schedules for each Clafs of Articles. It 
appears alfo, that the Attention of the Executive Government, 
and of the Officers of the Cuftoms, has already been directed in 
fome Degree, to thisimportant Object j and its Execution, how- 
ever difficult, has not been thought by them to be impracti- 
cable. Probably, however, the final Completion of this 
Work muft be delayed, until returning Peace (hall have en- 
abled Parliament to confolidate all the Duties which have 
been created fince the general Confolidation A& ; and to 
place upon a permanent Bafis many of thofe Commercial Ar- 
rangements with Foreign Countries, which now depend upon 
temporary Laws, or Orders of Council ; in fuch an Event it 
is alfo poffible, that many hew Commercial Relations may 
arife with other Countries, which will equally require Atten- 
tion in reviving the Code of our Commercial Jurisprudence. 

Your 
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5. Your Committee cannot conclude their Report upon 
this important Branch of the Revenue, without fubmitting to 
the Confideration of the Houfe, a Meafure recommended by 
the highefl Authority in Matters of Commercial Policy, and 
Supported by the ftrong Teltimony derived from an enlightened 
and extenfive Obfervation of practical Details. It is conceived 
that the Produce of the Cuftoms might be greatly increafed 
(and the Charges of Management diminifhed, if not posi- 
tively, yet comparitively, by the Increafe of Income) if Means 
could be found for adopting the Syftem of warehouling Goods 
imported, and bonding the Duties, withouta cfuaily levying 
them till the Goods are taken our for Home Confumption. 
That the Application of this Principle is juftified by the prefent 
Ufage in the Cafe of Tobacco ; and that all the moft important 
Advantages of the fame general Plan might be obtained, by 
extending the Practice to a very few of the largeft Articles of 
Importation. — The Policy of iuch a Meafure, carried even 
to a wider Extent, has been certainly long fince fancfioned 
by the ableft Writings;* and Your Committee are now war- 
ranted, by the Official Opinion of the prefent Inlpector Ge- 
neral of the Commerce of the Empire, in recommending its 
limited Execution, as fafe for the Revenue, and as likely to 
be produclive of very great National Advantage. 

July 19th, 1797. 
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Mr. IRVING's Evidence, in Anfwer to Oueftions propofed 
by the Committee, upon the Charges of Management 
incurred in the Collection of the Public Revenues. 

No. t. 

Q. HPHE Committee obferving that you lay Annually before 
Parliament an Account of the Revenues of the Cuftoms 
of Great Britain, they wifh you to ftate to them the Charges of 
Management incident to this Branch of the Revenue, by diftin- 
gui Ihing f for as many Years paft fi nee the Year 17823s you can 
correctly) the Grofs Receipt of the Cuftom Duties in each Year, 
their Net Produce, and the Rate per Centum for which the Grofs 
and Net Produce are obtained by the Public. 

A. Previoufly to my giving a direct Anfwer to this Queftion, 
I feel myfclf called on to explain fome Circumftances efpe- 
cially connected with the Cuftoms, which materially influence the 
Charges of Management of that Branch of Revenue. The Excife, 
the Stamp Office, &c. are merely Boards of Revenue, and the Ex- 
penfe incurred by them is confined to the immediate Object of ma- 
ing and fecuring the Collection, whereas the Cufloms embrace two 
diftinft Objects of great national Importance: Fii ft, the Collection 
of a Grofs Revenue of upwards of / 6,000,000. Secondly, the carry 
ing into Effect the Laws of Navigation and Trade, upon which the 
Seurity of the Empire, and the Protection and Encouragement of the 
Commerce and Manufacture of thefe Kingdoms fo eminently de- 
pend. But in ftating the Expcnces incurred by the Management 
of theCulloms, it is impoffible to feparate the Charges applicable 
to Regulations of Navigation and Trade, from thofe which apply 
more immediately towards fecuring the Revenue. In forming a 
Comparifon between the Expences of the Cuitoms and ttie other 
Blanches of Revenue, there is a further Conficleration to be at- 
tended to :— It has been found expedient to divide the Colleaion 
of fome of the mod important Articles of Duties on Imports be- 
tween that Board and the Excife, in order the better to fecure the 
Revenue, by checking the Inland Tranfit of Goods which may 
have^ been clandellinely introduced to the Shore, and to which 
the Excife only is competent, fuch as Cocoa Nuts and Coffee, Fo- 
reign Spirits, Tea, Tobacco, and Wines, the Duties of which 
in Principle are Cuftoms, though near /~.3,ooo,ooo of thefe 
Duties are colle6led by the Excife. Thus whjlft a large Portion 
of the colleaion of the above Sum has at different Periods been 

transferred 
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transferred from the one Revenue to the other, the Expences of 
levying the Cuftoms on thofe Articles has but in a fmall Degree 
been diminifhed thereby. The Charges attending the Execution 
of the Quarantine Duty are paid out of the Cuftoms; this Service, 
the Expence of which confiderably fwells the Management, cannot 
be confiflered as in any Degree connected with the Colleftien of 
the Revenue of Cuftoms, the Objecl being -a National Concern for 
the general Security cf Health. By Net Produce, I underftand 
the Sum which remains after dedufting Drawbacks. Re-payments 
and Bounties of the Nature of Drawbacks; likewife Ch rges of 
Management, and other incidental Expences to which the Collection 
inuft at all Times be fubjett. And here it will be neceffary to 
mention, that there is a Stage of Payments in this and home of the 
other Revenues, between the Net Produce and the Exchequer Re- 
ceipt, which may be confidered as an Anticipation of Ilfues out of 
the Exchequer, applicable to National Purpofes. Amongft thefe 
aie the Bounties paid for promoting the Extenfion of our Fifheries 
and for the encouragement of feveral Branches of our Manufac- 
tures. In the Cuftoms thefe Bounties are at all Times very 
confiderable, and in fotne Years they amount to a very large Sum. 
For Example, laft Year the Bounties paid on the Importation of 
Corn, and the Premiums for raifing Seamen, by the Acl of the 35th 
of the King, amounted to upwards of £.600,000. Prior to the Con- 
folidation Acl, the Accounts of the Cuftoms were not kept in fuch 
a Manner as to enable me to ftate the Rate per Centura, of the - 
Charges on the Net Produce; and in the Year fubfequent to the 
paffing of that Act. the Accounts of my Office were not brought 
to fuch a ftate oi Regularity, that I can fpeak with Accuracy as to 
that Year, and therefore I cannot carry the Account farther back 
than the Commencement of the Year 1789. 

I now come to give an immediate Reply to the Quefhon : 

An Account of the Grofs and Net Produce of the Customs 
ot Great Britain in the following Years, with the Rate per 
Cent, of Expences for which the fame was collected. 

t 

[See this Account inferred in the Text of the Report p. 6.] 

No. 2. 

0 Have you any authentic Means of afcertaining the Rate per 
Centum of Charges incurred in the Colleaion of the other Branches 
of Public Revenue, diftinguifhing the Grofs Produce and Net Re- 
ceipt of each Branch, in the fame Mode as the Committee has de- 
fired with Refpeft to the Cuftoms ? 

A. My public Capacity extends to the Cuftoms only, but m my 
private Situation, from mv being confidentially employed in pre- 

' R paring 



38 



Supplement (A.) Report IV. 



paring Annually a Statement of the Revenues of the Empire, I pof- 
lefs the Means of afcertaining the Charges incurred in every Branch 
of the Revenue. 

No. 3. 

0. From what authentic Documents do you derive this In- 
formation ? 

A. From official Accounts, figned by the proper Officers, tranf- 
mitted to the Treafury, and thereafter delivered over to me. In the 
Cuftoms I derive the Information from my own Office. 

No. 4. 

Q. Do the Several Revenue Boards in London poffefs fuch Ma- 
terials as would enable their Officers 10 give correctly anil ipeedily 
the Information now dcfirerl bv this Committee? 

A. The Excife and Salt Boards in London certainly cannot, be- 
caufe the Two Boards in Scotland render no Accounts to the 
Boards in England; the only Official Connection, confiding in the 
Scotch Boards making their Remittances to the Exchequer through 
the Medium of the Recei\ers General of the Englifh Board. 

No. 4. 

Q. Under thefe Circumftances, the Committee di fire that vou 
will date to them, from the Official Documents which come before 
you, what has been the Grofs Receipt, Net Produce, and Rate per 
Centum, for which the feveial other Branches of the Public Re- 
venue have been collected, during the fame Period for which you 
have dated the Charges of Management upon the Cuftoms, in- 
cluding fuch Sums as may have been remitted to the Exchequer 
from the Britilh Colonies, on Account of the Public Revenue col- 
lected there; and the Committee further wifh, that you would 
notice any peculiar Circumflances affecting any particular Branches 
of the Revenue, which place them upon a Ground diftinct from 
the reft ? 

A. I will take the Liberty of anfwering the latter Part of this 
Queftion firfl : 

Neither the Poft Office nor the Hackney Coach Office can be 
confidered, llrictly fpeaking, as Boards of Revenue, and the Salt 
Duty is under peculiar Circumflances. 

The Money arifing from the Poft Office may, in one Senfe, be 
confidered as a Revenue, becaufe the Public affirme an exclufive 
Privilege of conveying all Letters, upon which they impofe a cer- 
tain, Rate of Duty under the Name of Poftage ; but in another Senfe 
it may, with great Propriety, be looked upon as a Profit arifing 
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from a Labour performed, and which is executed at perhaps a lower 
Rate than any other Service whatever, either of a public or pri- 
vate Nature. 

Befides the Salaries of the Poftmafters General, and the various 
Officers connected with the Management, the Poll Office is fubject 
to feveral Charges of a fpecial Kind, fuch as the Expences of 
Horfes, Carriages, Packet Boats, &c. &c. &c. It would be un- 
fair to ftate thefe as Charges of Management, in comparing ihe Ex- 
pences 01 this Revenue with thofe of others. The Improvement of 
the Revenue of the Poll Office, chiefly depends on caufes over 
which the Poftmafters General, or their Officers, have no In- 
fluence: The Extenfionof our Commerce, and of our internal In- 
duflry, will neccffarily increafe the Correfpondence, and confe- 
quenfly augment the Revenue. A ftrift Attcntiontto GEconomical 
Syftem of Management, is the only aflive Part which the Poft- 
mafters General can take in improving this Revenue; but in this 
they will no Doubt always have in View, that the Revenue of the 
Poft Office is a fecondary Confideration to a great Commercial 
Country, where fo much depends on the Facility, Difpatch, and 
Security with which Correfpondence is carried on. It will be 
neceffary to obferve, with refpeft to the Expences of collecting the 
Duties on Salt, that although the Receipt in Money amounts to no 
more, on an Average of the laft Three Years, than £. 509,000. as 
ftated in the Salt Account, yet there is an Expence incurred in 
guarding this Collection equal to an actual Revenue of upwards of 
2 .2,400,000. From the natural Advantages we poffefs, in the 
vaft Mines or Bodies of Rock Salt in the Weftern Parts of this 
Kingdom, we are enabled to underfell every other Country in that 
Commodity; hence great Exportations take place to various Parts 
of the World. In order to fecure the Inland Revenue, it be- 
comes neceffary that the Officers fhould watch equally over the 
whole Salt manufactured, whether for Home Confumption, for 
Exportation, or for the Ufe of the Fiffierics. Although no Duty 
is collected on that Part which is exported, or applied to the 
Fifheries, yet as a Security to the Revenue, the whole is bonded, 
and thefe Bonds are difcharged either by the Duty being paid on 
the Quantity delivered for Home Confumption, or by Certificate 
on the Quantities exported, or ufed in the Fifheries. The Two 
latter, it is true, are mere Tranfa&ions on Paper, there being no 
Money received or repaid ; but in order to lecure the Revenue 
on the Quantity upon which the Duty is collected, it is neceffary 
to be equally watchful over the Quantity intended for Exportation, 
or for the Ufe of the Fifheries, as that which is delivered out for 
Home Confumption : thus an Expence of a peculiar Kind at- 
taches to this Branch of the Public Revenue. With refpeft to 
the Hackney Coach Office, I have only to obferve, that the princi- 
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pal Function of the Commiffioners confift in their acting as a 
Court of Police, in fettling Difputes btween Individuals and the 
Owners or Drivers of the Coaches. The only Public Revenue 
from the Plantations paid into the Exchequer, confifts in a fmall 
Sum Annually remitted on Account of Culloms. 

An Account of rre Grofs and Net Produce of the feveral under- 
mentioned Revenues, with the Amount of the Charges 
per Centum incurred in Management in the following Years. 

[See this Account inferted in the Text of the Report, p. 7 and 8.] 

An Account of the Rate per Centum for which the Grofs and 
Net Produce of the Revenue of Great Britain, the Poll 
Office excepted, was collected in the following Years. 

[See this Account inferted in the Text of the Report, p. 9.] 

No. 6. 

The Committee defire you will lay before them, if you have 
fufficient Means, a view of the Revenues of the Britilh Emphc 
for the Year 1796, diftinguifhing the feveral Branches of the Re- 
venue, and the Amount of the Total Grofs Receipts upon each, 
with the feveral fubfequent Deductions thereout, and the final Pay- 
ment thereon made into the Exchequer. 

In Anfwer to this Quellion, I beg leave to refer to Account No. 6. 

[See this Account inferted in the Text of the Report, p. x 1 and 12.] 

In the Year 1783, the Value of the Imports into England amounted 
to £. 1 1,651,281, and Exports from England to ^".13,896,4 15, 
whereas, in the Year 1796, the Value of the Imports amounted to 
£.2 1,024,866, and the Value of the Exports to/\29,i96,i98. 

No. 7. 

Q. Have you any Knowledge of the Expenccs attending the 
Collection of the Revenues of any of the other Countries oFEu- 
rope ; and if you have, the Committee defire to receive fuch In- 
formation as you can give them on the Subject ? 

A. I have looked into the State of the Revenues of many of the 
great Countries of Europe, as far as I have been enabled to procure 
the Means from Accounts which have been publifhed, and in France, 
Auftrian Flanders, and Holland, I made many perfonal Enquiries, 
when I was in thofe Countries, but nothing is more difficult than 
to obtain correct Information on a Subjecl of this Kind. In Hol- 
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land I am well fatisfied that the Government never poffefTed any 
collective View of the Revenues, fo as to determine the Amount 
of the Expencccs attending the Collection. Mr. Necker, in his 
Treatife on the French Finances, ftates the Expences of collecting 
the Grofs Revenue of that Country at io* per Cent, but agreeable 
to his own Statement, he appca/s to have fallen into a Miftake. 
He rejects, and in my Opinion with great Propriety, the Expences 
attending the Adminiftration of the Port Office, the Public Vehi- 
cles, the Mint, and the Management of the Gunpowder Mills, as 
Charges of Management; but in ftating the Grofs Receipt on which 
the Rate per Cent, of Management is to be eftimated, he includes 
the Net Produce of thefe Four Articles; whereas they ought to 
have been rejected in the Sum upon which he makes his Ellimate 
of the per Centage, feeing he brings no Charges of Management 
againft them. He has likewife fallen into another fmall Error in the 
Operation of the Figures, wherein he tries the Rate per Centum of 
the Management ; however, as the one Miftake in a confiderable 
Degree counter -balances the other, the Refill t will turn out nearly 
what he ftates ; viz. lof per Cent. In One or Two Years which I 
have tried from other Documents, the Charges of Management 
amount to upwards of 12 per Cent — And a Committee of the Con- 
ftituent AfTemblv, confining of fome of the ableft Men in France, 
Hate in their Report of the 24th of June 1791, the Expences of the 
Collection of the Revenues of France under the old Government, 
at 113 Millions of Livres, or fomewhat above 20 per Cent. The 
words of the Report are as follows : 

" ,Que les anciennes Impofitions coutoient 113 Millions de Frais 
" de Perception ou de Regie, & une Somme incalculable de Frais 
" litigieux." 

It may not be altogether unworthy of Obfervation, the Uncer- 
tainty with which Mr. Necker fpeaks, either as to the Receipt of 
the Revenue of France, or the Charges of Management, though he 
ftood in the official Situation of Minifter of Finance, and feems to 
have directed his Attention very much to the Detail of Financial 
Inquiries. In Great Britain, every Farthing drawn from the Sub- 
ject on Account of the Public Revenues, and all Deductions there- 
from, untill the Net Produce is paid into the Exchequer, and falls 
under the View of Parliament, can be afcertained with a mathema- 
tical Accuracy. 



Supplement 



o 

Oh 



h 

W 

s 

w 
■J 

Ph 
5 

CO 



u» Ui 

O 

O [t, 

o g 
n 

S ' 

fa aj 

i! 

o r 

0 



50 



C 
u 

U 

13 > 
1/ ct 

C _ 
ij ~ 

1 = 

o . — 

Qj >N 



t/1 

w 
u. 



> 



D 
O 

u 
o 

< 



o 

25 s 
is o 




o 
-= 

< 



JS 

"** 

flj P*. 

to 
0- 



c — 

VS u 

«a u 
c S 

a. 



3 



re 



O 



o 
C 
to 



C 

£ 

to 

3 



o 

.O 
O 
Oh 



* i 

3 

o o 
a. 



to 
Oh 
i* 
V 

c 

3 



« re 

o s 

u o 

c — 



3 3 

CI ij 

5-Q 



, o 
o ^ 

CM 
V- O 

> 3 
• — ■*-> 

aj 



re 



s 

o 
CJ 
3 

o 



o 

c 

o 



o 

CJ 

• ~H 

CO 

. 



o 

-3 
C 



O • 
a. « 

OS ^2 
O 

.3 



3 3 

O 
u 



cj 
3 



CJ O 

tfl.S 

o 



2 ^ 

7- «! 



3 O 

~ to 1» 
^ to rS cS 

— *2 "5 -S 
o « c -o 

no* 
° u 

(£ oj 



o 

Oh 
W 



o 

Oh 



DUO 

* OS 

- J3 •« g 3 



B5 5 g 



u 

O 



Supplement (C.) Report IV. 



43 



Fiift REPORT of the CommilTioners appointed to enquire into 
the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuftoms. 

I 

To the Right Honourable the Lords CommilTioners of 
His Majefty's Treafury. 

May it pleafe your Lordfhips, 

YOUR Lordfhips having been pleafed, by your Warrant 
dated the 12th of Auguft laft, to appoint us Commiffioners for car- 
rying into Execution an Act of the laft Seffion of Parliament, 
intituled " An Aft to authorize the Lord High Treafurer, or the 
" Commiffioners of the Treafury, to appoint Two of the Com- 
" miffioners of the Cuftoms in England, and One of the Com- 
*' miflioners of the Cuftoms in Scotland, to enquire into the An- 
" nual Amount of the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuftoms, 
" and other Perfons employed in that Revenue ;" as far as the fame 
relates to the Emoluments received by the Officers of the Cuftoms 
in the feveral Ports of England. 

And by your Inftruftions, dated the 14th of the fame Month, 
to direft us that '* in cafe any Sums have been received by thofe 
" Officers which appear to be dangerous to the Revenue, or 
" oppreffive to Trade, by the Largenefs of their Amount," we 
(hould ftate the fame particularly to your Lordfhips. 

W e immediately iffued our Requilition to the refpeftive Officers 
for fuch Accounts, and proceeded to the Inveftigation of fuch 
Matters as were neceffary to enable us to obey the Directions of the 
Aft, and your Lordlhips Inftruftions. 

We have vifited Thirty-four of the Out Ports, many of them 
very diftant from each other; examined on Oath the greateft Part 
of the Officers belonging to them, refpefting the Amount and 
Origin of their Fees, and have had occafional Conferences with 
the Merchants and Traders of fome of thofe Ports, in order tc* 
afcertain their Sentiments concerning fuch Fees, and the Effect 
they are fuppofed to have on Commerce. 

We are now proceeding in our Enquiries perfonally into th« 
Emoluments of the Officers in London, and are correfportding 
with thofe at fuch of the Out Ports as we have not been able, or 
did not think it neceffary to vifit. The Extenfivenefs and Intricacy 
of the Inveftigation, have prevented us from being prepared tc* 
make a general Report thereon, nor can we flatter ourfelves with 
the Hope of doing fo for fome Months to come. 

We nevertheless think it a Duty incumbent on us to reprefent 
your Lordfhips, that, during the Courfe of our Enquiry, it has 
been repeatedly ftated to us, that the Coafting Trade labours under 
great and oppreffive Inconveniences ; that the Perfons concerned 
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therein are, according to the prefent Laws, obliged to fubmit to 
troublefome, and, in their Opinion, unnecefTary Regulations, and 
to an enormous Expence in Stamps and Fees attendant on the 
Documents now required by Law j and that much valuable Time 
is fpent in the procuring thofe Documents, by which -they fre- 
quently fuftain confiderable Loffes ; they therefore earneftly re- 
queued we would {late thefe Grievances to your Lordfhips, and 
entreat your particular and fpeedy Interpofition in their Behalf. 

From the Reprefentations which have occahonally come before 
us as Commifhoners of the Cuftoms, we had Reafon to expeft we 
fhould meet with fome Complaints of this Kind, and the Obierva- 
tions which have occurred to us at the Ports Ave have vifited, con- 
vince us they are but too well founded. By the Laws now in 
Force, Goods ot every Defcription, whether Britifh or Foreign, 
put on board any Veffel to be carried forth to open Sea, irom one 
Port or Place to any other Port or Place in this Kingdom, are to 
be accompanied by a Coal! Cockct, and before the Veffel leaves the 
Port, the Mailer is to become bound with good Security in the 
Value of the Goods, for the Delivery thereof in fome Port of 
Great Britain, and to return a Certificate of fuch Delivery within 
Six Months, under the Hands of the Officers at the Port of Dil- 
charge, upon Forfeiture of the Penalty of the Bond. 

When this Cocket and Bond were fii ft direfted, almoft every 
Article of Britilh Goods was fubjeft to Duty on Exportation ; 
and we prefume that the Legiflature was induced to require the 
general Ule of thofe Documents, to prevent Inch Articles being 
clandeftinelv exported to Foreign Parts without Payment of Duty, 
under Pretence of their being intended to be conveyed Coaftwife 
to a Britilh Port. 

The more enlightened Policy of later Times has relieved Britifh 
Produce and Manufactures from this Burthen, and by the 8th of 
Geo. iff. C. 15. thefe Export Duties were, with fome few Ex- 
ceptions, repealed; but notwithstanding the Rcafons for which the 
Cockct and Bond were originally required, have been thus done 
away, except as to the Articles on which a Dutv remains, yet thefe 
lnftruments are in general ftill required in the fame Manner as 
before the pafling of that Act, and they are even required on fuch 
Articles as are now entitled by Law to a Bounty on Exportation. 

The Expence of the Coaft Bond, including the Stamps, and of 
the Sufferance, and the Certificate from the Port of Difcharge, 
amounts on an Average to about One Pound one Shilling for every 
Voyage or Trip the Veffel makes, however fmall fhe may be, or 
ihort the Diftance. 

Market Veffels trading between Ports at a fmall Diftance from 
each other, that make One and fornetimes Two Trips in a Week^ 
often lofe a Voyage becaufe their Freight will not defray thfc 
• Cuftora 
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Cuftom Houfe Charges. In the Courfe of our Enquiries, In- 
ftances of this and other Kinds were ftated to us of Expences 
attending the Coafting Trade, which occafioned Interruptions of 
a molt ferious Nature, and threatened, in fome Cafes, an Annihila- 
tion of it. 

When the Mafler of a Coauing VefTel happens to be in a Port 
diftant from his Refidence, and where he is not known, he fome- 
times finds it difficult to procure a Surety, and the Sureties, or 
their Reprefentatives, are often (even where no Sufpicion of 
Fraud appears) put to great Trouble and Expence by the Certifi- 
cate not being produced from the Port of Difcharge in due Time 
to cancel the Bond, as in fuch Cafes the Bond is tranfmitted to 
the Court of Exchequer, and put in Suit. 

It frequently happens, that the great Diftance between the Place 
of Shipping, and the Office where thefe Documents are iffued, is 
the Caufe of confiderable Expence and Delay, and a Grievance 
much complained of. 

The omitting to procure the legal Difpatches, whether arifing 
from Neglect in the Mafler, or from his Intention to fave the Ex- 
pence, has been a continual Source of Trouble to the Proprietors 
of Goods fent Coaltwife: The Goods are frequently feized for 
Want of thofe Difpatches ; the Proprietors are never able to re- 
cover them without Trouble and Expence, and there have been 
manv Inftances in which Goods fo feized, where no Fraud could 
be intended, have been condemned from Want of timely Notice 
of the Seizure, or from the Ignorance of the Proprietors in not 
claiming them in the Court of Exchequer, within the Time the 
Law has prefcribed for that Purpofe. 

We therefore, for thefe Reafons, beg Leave to fubmit to your 
Lordfhips Confideration the following Propofal, which we p relume 
will afford a fufficient Remedy for the Inconveniences we have 
ftated, till your Lordfhips fhall have the Means of confidering the 
Subject of Cuftom Houfe Fees, in a more extenfive Point of 
View. 

PROPOSAL. 

AH Goods fhipped Coaftwife from one Port of Great Brijain to 
another, to pafs by Sufferance and Tranfire, without Cocket op 
Bond, except as hereafter mentioned. 

EXCEPTIONS. 

Goods liable to Duty on Exportation, or on being carried Coaft- 
wife, with an Exemption as to Horfes. 

Goods prohibited to be exported, either abfolutely or circum- 
ftantially. 

I S Foreign 
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Foreign Goods, on which the Duties on Importation amounted 
to £5. or upwards. 

In all which Cafes, Cockets and Bonds ftill to be required, but 
the Bond to be without Stamp. 
Cuftom Houfc, London, 

29th January 1790. 



Second REPORT of the CommifTioners appointed to enquire 
into the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuftoms. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords CommifTioners of 
His Majcfty's Treafury. 

May it pleafe your Lordlhips, 

HAVING in a former Report Mated the Progrefs we had 
made towards carrying into Execution the Purpoles of an Act, 
palled in the 29th Tear of His prcfent Majefty, Chap. 64, under 
the Authority of which we wore appointed, we now proceed to 
lay before your Lordlhips the Rcfith of our Enquiries, fo far as 
they relate to the Afccrtainment uf the Annual Amount of the 
Emoluments of the federal Officers and ether Perfons employed in 
the Service of His Majcfty's Cuftoms, whether arifing from Salaries, 
Fees, Perquifitcs, Gratuities, or othcrwife. 

We required, from the (Vvcral Perfons concerned, fuel) Accounts 
of their Emolument"., with the Particulars of which they were 
compofed, and for ftich Periods, as we deemed uccefTarv to enable 
us to afcertain the real Value of their refpeftive Employments ; 
and that thefe Accounts might be framed with all poflible Attention 
and Correftncls, the Perfons to whom our Requifitions were 
directed, were apprized, that it was likelv they would be called 
upon to fupport the Truth of their refpeftivtt Returns by Oath. 
The Accounts rendered by moil of the Officers in London, and in 
fuch of the Out Ports where we confidered a perfonal Infpecfion 
nerelTary, have been fo verified. 

It frequently occurred that Officers, from a Variety of Circum- 
ftances, were not of thcmfelves competent to render accurate 
Returns of their Emoluments for a complete Year ; in fuch In- 
Aances the Deleft has been fupplied from other Sources of Infor- 
mation. The Allowances from the Crown were known to us, 
and where the Fee originated in an official Document, the Rate of 
which was cither founded in Law or long Ufage, Recourfe to the 
Books where thofe Documents were regiffercd, furnifhed the 
Number and Annual Amount. In fome Inftances we received 
ufeful Information from Perfons who formerly held fuch Situations, 
and where more than One Officer has been employed of the fame 
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Defcription, and at the fame Port, we have generally been able to 
procure from one or more of the Number, Accounts fufficientlv 
authenticated to afecrtain the Emoluments of the. Remainder ; and 
when Returns could not by any Means be obtained for a later 
Period, we have adopted thole which were made for the Year 1784, 
to the Commiffioners appointed to examine and ftate the Public 
Accounts. 

In an Inveftigation fo extcojfivc, we found it impoffible that 
Precifioii could, in all Cafes be obfei ved. Accounts of Money, 
with which no public Trull is blended, but appropriated folely to 
the Ufe of thole who receive it, are not always accurately kept ; 
but upon the Whole, we have good Reafon to believe, the Infor- 
mation we have procured, is as accurate, and as well authenticated, 
as the Nature ot the Enquiry would poffibly admit. 

In Order that your Lordlhips might be informed of the total 
Annual Income of the feveral Employments in the Cuitoms, what 
Portion thereof is paid bv the Crown in Salaries and other Allow- 
ances, and what by Individuals as Fees, Perquifites, or Gratuities, 
we have confidered each Department as completely full, without 
adverting to the accidental Circumllances of temporary Vacancies; 
nor will this Mode of Statement much exceed the real Expence, 
becaufe the Vacancy of the Office never occafions a Sufpenfion of 
the Fees annexed to it ; and the incidental Charge neceirariry in- 
curred by the Appointment of other Perfons to execute the Duties 
ot fuch Offices, falls Very little Ihort of what may appear to have 
been faved in the ellablilhed Salaries. 

The total Annual Amount of Salaries and Allowances, and of Fees, 
Perquifites, and Gratuiti -'s, received in the Year 1788,1s as follows, viz. 

~. r~i. 
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Salaries and Allowances from the Crown 
Deductions for Taxes 
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This genera] Abflract we thought it necefTary to ftate here ; but 
for your Lordfhips more particular Informaiion, we, beg Leave to 
refer to the Account, which we have the Honour to tranfmit with 
this Repor —viz. 

" An Account of the Grofs Amount of the Emoluments re- 
«« ceived by the Commiffioners, Officers, and other Perfons 
" employed in the Service of His Majefty's Cuftoms in England, 
" whether arifing from Salaries, Fees, Perquifitcs, Gratuities, or 
" otherwife, exclufive of Shares of Seizures, Penalties, and 
" Compofuions ; together with the fcvcral Deductions made 
" therefrom, and the net Produce received by each Perfon, in • 
" the Year i 7 8§." 

The Materials from which the faid Account is framed, are, in 
general, thofe of the Year 1788, the Returns for that Year ap- 
pearing to be the mod accurate, as well as the heft authenticated* ; 
but in Cafes where Alterations have been made in the Emoluments 
of Officers, by additional Salaries or other Allowances from the 
Crown, which were likely to be permanent, fuch Additions have 
been included, and the Circumftances noted in the Margin. 

The Mode of InvelHgation which we have thought it necefTary 
to purfue, has procured us much Informaiion relative to the Service 
performed by each Officer in Confideration of the Fee he receives, 
the Nature and Authority of his Claim, the Reafonablenefs of its 
Amount in Proportion to the Dutv performed, and how far it may 
be confidered as burthenfome to Trade or injurious to the Revenue; 
it has alfo enabled us to form fome Idea of the Truft, Refponfibility, 
and Labour of each Officer, compared with the Annual Amount 
of his Emolument; but as thefe Particulars are foreign to the im- 
mediate Object of this Report, we forbear, at prefent, entering 
further into the Subject, referring to a future Report our Obfer- 
vations thereon, and alfo on thole other Matters to which, by your 
Lordfhips Inftructions fignifkd to us by Mr. Rofe, in his Letter 
dated the 29th of Auguft.^Scj, our Attention was particularly directed. 

The Account wliich we have the Honour to lay beiore your 
Lordfhips, will, we prefume, be found to contain all the Informa- 
tion required by the Aft, together yvith fuch Difli nations as will 
fhew the fcveral Sources of the Officers grofs Emoluments, and 
the different Deductions that have been made therefrom ; and we 
flatter ourfelves, that when your Lordfhips advert to the Extent of 
an Enquiry fo minute in its Nature, comprehending fo great a 
Number of Officers, and frequently attended with confiderable 
Difficulty in procuring correct Information, we fhall not be thought 
to have unneceffarily delayed the Execution of the Duty required 
of us. I 



Cuftom Houfe, London, 
19th March 1791. 
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Third REPORT of the Coram iflioners appointed to enquire 
into the Emoluments ot Officers of the Cufloms. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord* Commiflioners of 
His Majelty's Treafury. 

May it pleafe Your Lordfhips, 

IN the Profccution of the Duty to which your Lordfhips 
were pleafcd to appoint us, in purfuance of an Aft, paired in the 
2qth Year of His prefent Majefty, Chap. 64. we have had the 
Honour to lay before your Lordfhips Two Reports, the Firft, dated 
the 29th January, 1790, Hating the Progrcfs wc had then made in 
our Enquiry, and fubmitting fome Obfervations and Propofals 
relative to the Coafling Trade, which we found expofed to fnch 
heavy Expences, and other Inconveniences, as to demand our 
earlieft Attention. 

Our Second Report, dated the 19th March, 1791, was confined 
to the Subject cxprefslv mentioned in the faid Ac} ; viz. " the AT- 
'• certainment ot the Annual Amount of the Emoluments of the 
" feveral Officers and other Perfons employed in the Service of 
" His Majefty's Culloms, whether arifing from Salaries, Fees, 
" Perquifites, Gratuities, or otherwife." And having annexed to 
that Report an Account comprehending all thofe Particulars, wc 
now proceed to fubmit to your Lordfhips, our Obfervations on the 
other Matters to which you were pleafed to direct our Attention, 
as fjfniified by Mr. Rofe, in his Letter, dated the 14th of Auguft, 
.789. 

It feems, in the firft Place, proper to notice the Authority under 
which Fees are at prefent received at the Cuftom Houfe. 

Of thefe Fees only a fmall Part have the Sanction of Law ; the 
Claim for the Remainder is fupported on the Ground ot Ufage ; 
and except in fome tew Inftances, or where recent Statutes have 
rendered new Regulations and new Documents neceffary, fuch 
Ufage is of ancient Date. 

It was our Intention to have entered minutely into this Part of 
the Subject, and to have laid before your Lordfhips one general 
Account of the Fees now paid, fo arranged, that the Amount of 
each, the Authority on which the Claim was grounded, the Nature 
of the Document or Service, and the Perfons to whofe Ufc, and 
in what Proportions, the Amount was to be appropriated, might 
clearly and at One View appear; but notwithftanding the Officers 
at each Port have moft willingly given us every poflible Informa- 
tion, and furnilhed us with Accounts which we believe to be 
accurate, yet fuch is the Intricacy of the Subject, and fo much do 
the feveral Ports differ from each other in the Defcription, in the 
Nature, and in the Amount of thofe Fees, that we apprehend it 
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will not be practicable to frame therefrom One general Table, that 
mav be proper to be cftablifhed at every Port. 

We flatter ourfelvcs, that when your Lordfhips fliall have con- 
fidered the Propofals which, in the Courfe of this Report, we 
fhall have the Honour to fubniit, you will approve of our directing 
our Attention principally to the Remedy of thofe Inconveniences 
and ill confequences that attended the prefent Syftem. 

It is important to confidcr the Effect of this Syflem on the Com- 
merce and on the Revenue of this Country, and how far the one 
mav be opprcfTcd by the Amount of thofe tees, and the other ex- 
pofed to lnjurv by the Nature of them. 

In conference of your Lordfhips Directions to us, frgnified by 
Mr. Rofe, in his Letter dated 23d September, 1789, it became a 
Part o I our Duty to obtain a knowledge ol the Sentiments of thofe 
by whom the Fees in qucflion are paid, whofc Interefts are clofelv 
connected with the Subject, and by whom the Inconveniences, if 
any exift, mtift be immediately fell ; we therefore, at the principal 
Out Ports which we had an Opportunity of vifiting, viz. Briflol, 
Liverpool, Hull, Newcaflle, Sunderland, Lancaster, Whitehaven, 
and Lynn, procured the Opinions of the Merchants and Traders 
refident at each (who were convened in confecjuence ol public 
Notice) on the following Points, viz. 

" On the Expediency of a total Abolition of Fees 

M On the Expediency of a partial Abolition of thofe Fees, opc- 
" rating either on the Import, Export, or Cnaft Trade. 

" On the Expediency of permuting the Officers of theCuftoms 
** to take Fees, regulated by One general Table for all the Out 
*' Pons, and ettablilhcd by Law." 

Suppofmg in either Cafe, where it may be nccefTary to make 
Conipenlations to the Officers of the Cuftoms, for the Lofs of 
Fees, the Amount thereof to be raifed by Duties on Goods and 
Merchandize, the Idea of a Tonnage Duty being abandoned. 

We had entertained Hopes, that on a Subject of fo much Im- 
portance to the Intercff of all the Pcrfons confulted, more Agree- 
ment in Opinion would have prevailed, but the Fact is, that the 
only Point in which we can trace any Coincidence in thofe Opi- 
nions is, a Difapprobation of the Propofition for an entire Aboli- 
tion of Fees; hut it is proper to remark, that the Subject feems to 
have been confidered by the Merchants and Traders, at each of 
thefe Ports, in an abflract Point of View, and that the Anfwers to 
the different Queilions, and alfo the Obfervations that thefe Gen- 
tlemen have fuggefled, appear to have been dictated by an Atten- 
tion to local Circumftances, and to thofe particular Branches of 
Commerce in which the Trade of each Place principally confided ; 
we are therefore under the necefltty of referring your Lordfhips to 
the feveral Anfwers alluded to, and {hall forbear making any fur- 
ther Comment thereon, but proceed lo ftate, as we prefuxae. is ex- 
pected 



Supplement (C.) Report IV. 51 

.pefted from us, our own Opinion on the Subject:, and fugged fuch 
Alterations as appear to us neceffary. 

On mature Confideration, we feel no Difficulty in flating to your 
Lordlhips our decided Opinion, that an entire Abolition of Cuftom 
Houfe Fees, and the Payment of every Pcrfon in that Department 
by the Crown, and the Crown only, would be a Mcafure highly 
beneficial both to the Commerce and the Revenue of this Country, 
as the former would thereby be exonerated from a Burthen which 
in manv Cafes it cannot well fupport, and the latter relieved from 
the Confequcnces of a ConneiHon between its Officers and the 
Merchants, improper in its Principle, and frequently dangerous in 
its Tendcncv and Effect. 

The Benefits that would accrue to Commerce by being entirely 
relieved from the lie Fees are obvious ; but it is neceffary to apprize 
your Lordlhips of the great Expence it might occafion. 

The Fees, Perquifites, and Gratuities received in the Year 1788, 
hv Pcrfons employed in the Service of the Cufloms in England, 
exclufive of Allowances from the Crown and Shares of Seizures, 
amounted to £. 133,805 6s. <^d. 

In this Sum is included, the Annual Amount of Fees annexed 
to fbme Offices now vacant, and of others that may properlv be 
confidered as ufelefs ; fome Deduction mav be made on that Ac- 
count ; nor mould the Remainder be confidered as altogether a 
permanent Charge, as it might be expedient, and confiflent with 
Juffice, to reduce the Emoluments of fome Appointments on the 
Death or Removal of the prefent PofTeflbrs. 

To fee are the fair and jnll Payment of the Cuflom Duties is our 
great Object in propoling a total Abolition. The placing the 
Officers in a State of Independence on the Merchants would, in 
OUT Opinion, be productive of a confiderable Increafe in thole 
Duties, but to what Amount it is impoflible ior us to Hate, or even 
to form anv reafonable Conjecture. 

How far the Whole, or any Part of the Expence of carrying 
this Propofal into Execution fhould be made good by additional 
Irnpofitions on Merchandize already fubjccl to Duty, or by new 
Duties on Articles now exempt therefrom, or whether the general 
Situation of the National Finances will admit of fo great an Ex- 
pence being defrayed out of the Public Purfe, are Matters on which 
we do not prefume to offer any Opinion, but fubmit the Whole 
with great Deference to the fuperior Wifdom of your Lordlhips. 

Should an entire Abolition of Cuftom Houfe Fees be deemed 
inexpedient, we fubmit the Propriety of a partial Abolition of 
thofe Fees, which would afford to fair Commerce Advantages 
certainly not unimportant, and to the Revenue much additional 
Security.. The Outlines of this Propofal are as follow: 

To abolifh every Fee received by any Officer of the Cufloms, 
who, in the Courfe of his Duty, may be concerned in the Exa- 
mination 
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xnination or Afcertainment of the Quantity or Quality of Goods 
of any Kind, whether imported, exported, or brought or carried 
Coaftwife, or in the Delivery thereof, the Fees now claimed by 
Patent Searchers excepted. 

All Fees on Documents to remain as at prefent. 

A new Eftablifhment to be framed, and the Salaries affixed 
therein to each Office, proportioned to the Truft, Labour, and 
Refponfibility annexed to it ; fuch Salaries not to be fubjecl; to any 
Deduction, either for Taxes or otherwife. 

Where the Income enjoyed by the prefent PolfefTor is more than 
is necefTary to be permanently annexed to the Office, fuch Officer 
to be. compenfated for his immediate Lofs (provided his Claim is 
well founded) by an Annual incidental Allowance, ceafing on his 
Death or Removal. 

The Salaries and incidental Allowancs of thofe Officers, whofe 
Fees may be abolifhed, being thus made equal to the juft Claims of 
each, the firft Proof of Fee received fhould be conhdered as a 
Breach of Truft, and punifhed with immediate Difmiffion, and 
Incapacity of future Employment. 

Having ftated to your Lordihips, that the Adoption of this Pro- 
pofal would be productive of Benefit to Trade, and Security to the 
Revenue, it is neceffary on thefe Points to be more explicit. 

The Fees paid by the Merchants and Traders- to Peifons acting 
in the Situations alluded to (ufually dclcribed as Out-door Officers) 
amount Annually to about ^45,000; a commercial Saving not 
only important as to the Sum, but attended with this further Ad- 
vantage, of placing the Out-door Bulinefs at the leveral Ports of 
the Kingdom on an equal Footing. 

It may pofiibly be objecled, that the Officer, under the propofed 
Syftem, will be lefs attentive to his Duty than formerly, and that 
Inconveniences to trade may arife from unneceffary Delay; but in 
our Opinion there is little to be apprehended on this Ground ; the 
Commilfioners of the Cuftoms, who are ever attentive to the Re- 
prefentations of Merchants, and ready to enquire into their Com- 
plaints, would immediately take fuch Mealurcs, in cafe of Mif- 
conduct in any of their Officers, as would effectually prevent a 
Repetition of the Offence. 

- We beg leave to fubmit to your Lordihips the probable Effect 
this Mealure would have on the Revenue : 

The great Object of this propofal is to dillblve that Connection, 
which now exifts between the Merchant and the Executive Officer. 
The {'mall Pittance allowed by the Crown to moft Officers of this 
Defcription does not afford, even with the moft rigid Oeconomy 
on their Parts, a decent Subfiftence for themfelves and Families ; 
hence they are compelled by Neccflity to a precarious Dependence 
on the Merchants ; and that Fee, which was at firft received as a 

moderate 
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moderate Compenfation for Civility and Difpatch in the juft Dif- 
charge of their Duty, and for which no legal Claim can be made, 
is frequently withheld, unlefs unjuflifiable Allowances in the 
Afcertainment of the Quantity or Quality of the Goods are made 
in Return, and to a much larger Amount than the Fee paid. 

That the Revenue has greatly fuffered from the Connection thus 
eftablifhcd, and the dependent State to which the Officer is reduced, 
is unqueftionably true; our late Inveftigation has furnifhed us with 
fome Proofs, and the Execution of our Duty as Commiffioners of 
the Cuftoms with many others; but it is not our Intention on this 
Occafion to enter into the Circumftances of particular Frauds, or 
to affert the general Prevalence of fuch Practices ; but, reafoning 
from Fafts which we know to be true, and in the Hope of reme- 
dying an exilting Evil, and of preventing further Depredations on 
the Revenue, we feel it our Duty ftrongly to recommend this Pro- 
pofal to your Lordfhips Confideration. 

In the Event either of a general or partial Abolition of Fees, the 
Formation of a new Eftablilhtnent becomes unavoidably neceffary ; 
but, independent of either of thefe Propofals, fuch a Meafure, 
in our Opinion, deferves particular Attention. 

We have* always confidered the better and more equitable Ar- 
rangement ot the Salaries and Allowances to the feveral Officers 
and other Perfons employed in the Service of the Cufloms, as a 
principal Object, of the prefent Enquiry, and we are directed by 
our Inftruftions, to prepare the neceffary Minutes for that Purpofe. 
To this Part of our Duty we have not been inattentive, and we 
fhall be enabled to lay before your Lordfhips, in cafe we fhall re- 
ceive your Commands for that Purpofe, the Refult of our Obfer- 
vations on this Head ; but as the Regulation of Salaries to Officers 
muff depend on the Meafures which your Lordfhips may think 
proper to be adopted with regard to the general Aboliron, or the 
Continuance of any of the prefent Fees, we have forborn to offer 
a fpecific Propofal for a new Eftablifhment of Salaries, till your 
Lordfhips Determination on thefe Points fhall be known ; but we 
neverthelefs think it a Duty incumbent on us to obferve, that the 
Emoluments of many of the Perfons employed in the Service of 
the Cuftoms, inclufive of Fees, are at prefent very inadequate to 
the Nature and Refponfibility of their Offices, and in feveral In- 
ftances fo fmall as fcarcely to allow them, even with the moft rigid 
OZconomy, the Means of Support; whilft, on the other Hand, the 
Incomes annexed to fome Offices is greater than is necellary to be 
continued on theAppointmentof Succeffors totheprefentOccupiers. 

In confidering the Subject of a new Arrangement of Salaries, 
the Queftion, How far it may be propei to make any Alteration in 
the prefent Number of Ptrlons employed, naturally prefents itfelf. 
We prefume, that what we fhall have occafion to fuggeft on this 
Particular, fhould form a Part of the Plan for a new Eltablilhment 

T in 
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in cafe your Lordfhips fhould deem fuch a Meafure neceflary, and 
wherein the Reafons for every Alteration propofed may be parti, 
cularly fiated. 

It lias been our leading Principle, in what we have row offered 
to your Lordfhips Confideration. to recommend, that the Officer 
mould be rendered intirelv independant of the Merchant; and that 
his Salary from the Crown mould always afford him (Regard being 
had to public (Economy) a decent Maintenance, fuitable to his 
Situation ; a Meafure in our Opinion fo indefpenfably neceflary, 
that we are inclined to believe no other Regulations can effectually 
fecure that Zeal and Fidelity in the Execution of official Duty, 
which are fo efTentially requifite for the Benefit of the Service and 
Security of the Revenue. 

Purfuing this Principle, we take Leave to advert to the Situation 
of an Officer, whom Age, Accident, or Infirmity may reduce to 
abfolute Want, by rendering him unable to attend the Duties of his 
Office, and thereby depriving him of any Claim to its Emoluments. 

It feems expedient to do away the Impieffion thai the Probability 
of fuch an Event may make on the Minds of many, and to prevent 
the ill Effects it might produce on their official Conduct, by pro- 
viding in fuch Cafe for their future Support. 

It is true, there is a Fund eltablifhed tor the Purpofe of relieving 
Perfons fo circumftanced. This Fund is principally fupponed by 
Deductions from the Pay of the inferior Officers, which they can 
but ill afford to part with, and receives occafional but uncertain 
Aid trom the Mulcts, which are fometimes inflicted by the Com- 
miffioners, by Way of Punifhment of Offenders, being appropriated 
to its Ufe ; but this Fund is by no Means adequate to the fair Claims 
that might be made ; the Affillance it affords is fmall in its Amount, 
and the Objects relieved but few in Number. 

On carefully confidering this Subject, it appears to us, that we 
are warranted, as well from the Profpect of general Benefit to the 
Revenue, as from Ideas of Juftice and Humanity towards. Indivi- 
duals, in recommending to your Lordfhips, to authorize the Com- 
miflioncis of the Cuftoms to make fuch Annual Allowances to 
Perfons employed under them, who from Age, Accident, or Infir- 
mity, may no longer be capable of executing their Duty, as will 
afford them the Means of Maintenance during the Remainder of 
their Lives, and that the Benefit fhould be extended to all whofe 
known Neceflity renders them proper Objects, and who may not 
have forfeited their Claim by ill Conduct. 

Having ufed our belt Endeavours to carry into Execution the 
Purpofes of the Act, which occafioned our Appointment, and to 
pay a proper Obedience to the Orders we have received from your 
Loidlhips, we have only to add, that the Whole is moil refpect- 
fully fubmitted. 

Cuftom Houfe, London, 
3d. May, 1 79 1. 
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'RETURN refpeaing HOLYDAYS. 

THE Seleft Committee of Finance having noticed " that the 
Board of Cuftoms is of Opinion that Regulation is much wanted, 
" for rendering the Holydays in their "Department lefs nume- 
" rous," and having in confequence ifTued an Ord< r, dated the 
14th Ultimo, directing that there be laid before that Committee, 

" An Account of fuch Regulation refpecling Holydays, as 
" in the Opinion of the Board of Cuftoms would be moft bene- 
" ficial for the Public Service in their Department, fpecifying 
" the Reafons for keeping fuch Holydays, if any, as the Board 
" may be of Opinion ought to be kept ; alfo, 

. " An Account whether any, and what Alteration have been 
" made in the Hours of Attendance in any, and which Offices, 
" within "the Department of the Cuftoms, fince the Year 1785." 

The Commiffioners of the Cuftoms have, in Obedience thereto, 
eaufed the following Lifts to be prepared, viz. 

" A Lift of the Holydays at prefent kept by the Officers of 
" the Cuftoms, throughout the Year, in London." 

" A Lift of the Holydays propofed by the Board of Cuftoms 
" to be kept in future." 

Which Lifts the Commiffioners refpeftively lay before the Com- 
mittee, and, purfuant to their Order, have to .obferve, that the 
Reafons the Board affign for propofing to keep the Holydays men- 
tioned in the latter, are, Regard to the Service of the Church, 
and Refpect to the Royal Family. 

The Commiffioners further ftate, that the Hours of the At- 
tendance of the Officers of the Cuftoms are eftablifhed by Law; 
and that no Alteration has been made therein fince the Year 1785. 

Eoard of Cuftoms, 
July I, 1797. 



A LIST 
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A LIST of the HOLYDAY: 
the Cultoms, throug 

Circumcifion 
Epiphany 

Queen's Birth Day kept 
Converfion of St. Paul 
King Charles ill's Martyrdom 
Purification 
St. Matthias 
Afh Wednefday 
Annunciation 
Good Friday 
Eafter Monday 
Eafter Tuefday 
St. George 
St. Mark 

St. Philip and James 
Afcenfion Day 
Queen s Birth Day 
Whitfun Monday 
Whitfun Tuefday 
King Charles's Reftoration 
King's Birth Day 
St. Barnabas 
St. John Baptifle 



5, at prefent kept by the Officers of 
bout the Year, in London. 

St. Peter 
St. James 
Lammas Day 

Prince of Wales's Birth Day 

St. Bartholomew 

London Burnt 

St. Matthew 

King's Coronation 

St. Michael 

St. Luke 

King's Acccffion 

St. Simon and Jude 

All Saints 

King William's Landing 

Papift's Confpiracy 

Lord Mayor's Day 

St. Andrew 

St. Thomas 

Chriftmas Day 

St. Stephen 

St. John 

Holy Innocents. 



A Lift of the Holy days propofed by the Board of Cuftoms, to 

be kept in future. 

Queen's Birth Day, kept 18th January. 
King Charles's Martyrdom. 
Afh Wednefday. 
Good Friday. 

King Charles's Reftoration. 

King's Birth Day. 

Prince of Wales's Birth Day. 

King's Coronation. 

King's Acceffion. 

Papift's Confpiracy. 

Chriftmas Day. 

RETURN 
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Return refpe£ling Alterations in the Hours of Attendance of the 
Officers of the Cuftoms in London, and in the Out Ports. 

IN return to the Orders of the Select Committee on Finance, 
dated the 3d Inftant, direfting that there be laid before the faid 
Committee 

" An Account of what Alterations in the Hours of Attend- 
" ance for the feveral Offices of the Cuftoms, in the Port of 
" London, would be advantageous for the Public Service ; and, 

" An Account of what Alterations in the Hours of At- 
** tendance for the feveral Offices of the Cuftoms, in the 
" Out Ports, would be advantageous for the Public Service." 

The Commiffioners of the Cuftoms beg Leave to ftate, that al- 
though, they continue of Opinion, that fome Alteration in the 
Hours of Attendance for the feveral Officers of the Cuftoms in the 
Port of London, and in the Out Ports, would be advantageous 
for the Public Service ; yet, as the Subjeft requires much Invefti- 
gation, and a Communication with the Merchants of London, and 
alfo with thofe of the Out Ports, amongft whom, on a former 
Confideration of the Subject a great Difference of Opinion appeared 
to prevail, the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms are not at prefent 
prepared to fubmit to the Honourable Committee any decided 
Opinion as to what the Alterations mould be. 

Board of Cuftoms, 
7th July 1797. 
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REPORT of John Campbell, Receiver General of the 
Cuftoms and Salt Duties in Scotland. 

IN Obedience to the Order of the Selefl Committee of 
the Honourable Houfe of Commons on Finance, &c. dated 3d 
July 1797, I beg Leave to report, That when I was appointed 
Receiver General of the Cuftoms and Salt Duties in Scotland, 
in the Year 1790, it was explained to me, that I was to hold the 
Salary and Emoluments of the Office for the joint Account of 

myfelf 
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myfelf and Mr. Edmonfton, Son to Sir Archibald Edmonfton, 
during Sir Archibald's Life, fubjeft to the following Annual 
Deductions, which, by fome Arrangement unknown to me, had 
taken place : 

To James Stewart .... £.100 

To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Colonel Adam ? 

Livingfton and others - - - \ 

To the late Lord Elphinftone - - - 200 

£■ 700 

Thofe have fince been diminiftied by the Deaths of Lord Elphin- 
ftone and Colonel Livingfton ; and now are, 

To James Stewart - - - - £- zco 

To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Mrs. Campbell of ? g Q 
Carrick, and Mr. Campbell of Pefton - J 



Thefe Sums I Annually pay out of the Salary and Emoluments of 
the Office ; and One Half of the Remainder I account for to Sir 
Archibald Edmonfton, he having by Agreement come in place of 
his Son in the Year 1795 ; and the Perfons from whom I received 
the above Explanations were, to the belt of my Recollection, my 
Brother the then Lord Advocate of Scotland, who had been in- 
ftrumental in procuring me the Office, and Mr. Ferrier. 

I have further to report, in Obedience to the above Order, that 
the Security I gave to the Public was for £. 25,000 in the Court 
of Exchequer in Scotland ; and that the Perfons bound for me are, 
the then Lord Advocate, now Lord Prefident of the Court of 
Seffion, Alexander Houftown, Efq. of Edinburgh, and Alexander 
M'Lean, Efq. of Ardgour. 



Cuftom Houfe, Edinburgh, 
7 th July, 1797. 
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EXAMINATION of Thomas Irving, Efquire, InfpecW 
General of the Imports and Exports of Great Britain; taken 

the 7th Day of July, 1797. , . 

Q WHAT appears to you to be the mod expedient Mode .of 
providing for the Fees of the Out-door Officers of the Cuftoms, 
fuppofing it was thought proper to fupprefs thofe Pees ? 

A. The Provifion for thefe Fees might be obtained by laying a 
fmall Duty on a few of the principal Articles, of Imports, to be 
apportioned as the Trade of each Country is to the Amount of 
the whole Trade of C>reat Britain. 

0. We will fuppofe the Sum wanted amounts to/". 50,000, and 
that the Trade of the Baltic was equal to a Tenth of the Whole of 
our Trade, in that Cafe we mould l ax the Produces of the Baltic — 
fay Hemp, Iron, Timber, &c. to the Amount of £ . 5,00c. 

A. It might be proper to divide the Countries, the Produ&s of 
which were much the fame, into ClafTes, for Example, the Coun- 
tries on the Baltic, Germany, and Holland. — All the other 
Countries in the South of Europe, including France, Africa, the 
Eaff Indies, the Britifh Northern Colonies, and the States of Ame- 
rica, the Weft Indies, and finally, Ireland ; Linens would confti- 
tute a principal Article in the Trade of Germany and Holland. 
Wines. Fruit, Brandv, &c. in the South of Europe. — Gums, &c. 
from Africa. — Tobacco, Rice, Oil, &c. from the Britifh Conti- 
nental Colonies and the American States. — Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, 
Hum, &c. from the Well Indies. — Calicoes, Muflins, and Drugs, 
froan India. — Linens and Provifions from Ireland. 



Mr. IRVING's Evidence in Anfwcr to Queftionspropofed by 
the Committee upon the Laws of the Cuftoms, &c. 

No. t. 

0. AS you appear to he the Officer who prepares and lays before 
Parliament the Annual Accounts of the Cuftoms, diftinguifhing 
certain Articles, the Committee dciire you will inform them what 
Number of Articles are comprehended under that Item of your 
Account, which is intuled " Sundry fmall Articles, the Duties on 
which have not amounted to/'. 1,000 each." 

A. Under the Head of " Sundry fmall Articles," are compre- 
hended all thofe Articles which are not fpecially diftinguifhed in 
the Account Annually laid before Parliament. — It appears by the 
Book of Rates, that the Number of Articles in the Cuftoms, fub- 
jeclto a rated Duty, amounts to about goo, to which may be added 

about 
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about 300 more, the Duties of which are paid ad Valorem, in all 
about 1 ,200. — The Number of Articles diftinguifhed in the Account, 
being rommunibus Annis about 160, therefore about 1,040 are 
comprehended in the Item of " Sundry fmail Articles," and they 
may be eftimated to produce from ^.85,000 to 1 10,000 Net 
Revenue per Annum. 

No. 2. 

Q. Are the Laws and Regulations refpecting theCuffoms greatly 
increafed, and the' Commercial Syftem rendered thereby much 
more complex, owing to fo great a Number of Articles being 
fubje£fed to thefe Duties, which produce fo fmall a Revenue? 

A. The Number of Articles fubject to a Duty, has certainly 
tended greatly to increafe the Statute Laws of the ^ ufloms, which 
are now fwelled out to upwards of Six large Folio Volumes. 
The only Part of thefe Laws that are in any Degree connected 
with my official Situation, or to which I have paid particular 
Attention, are thofe which apply to the great Syfleni of Commer- 
cial Policy and Jurifprudence, by which the Trade and Navigation 
of this Country has been regulated for upwards of a Century pafl. 

The great Number of Acts impofing Duties from Time to Time, 
and the vaft Detail of Regulation which they contain, in order to 
fecure the Collection of thefe Duties, have much fwelled the 
Cuflom Laws, and of Courfe rendered them perplexing to the 
Merchant, and even in fome Inflances to the Officers whole Duty- 
it is to carry thern in'o Execution. To ahnofl every Article fub- 
ject to a Duty, fome fpecial Regulation attaches, and a Breach of 
that Regulation, which is often committed through Ignorance or 
Inadvertency, fubjects the Merchant to Penalties, embarraffing to 
Trade, and difcouraging to Foreigners who enter our Ports. 

No. 3. 

Q. Would not a Repeal of the Duties on many of thefe Arti- 
cles which produce fo trifling a Revenue, tend to dimiiiilh very 
confiderably the general Expences of Management, and alfo tend 
to improve our Trade and Navigation by Amplifying our Commer- 
cial Regulation ? 

A. Having no official Knowledge of the executive Part of the 
Culloms, I am not competent to offer an Opinion, how far the 
Expences of Collection would be diminifhed by a Repeal of the 
Duties on the fmall Articles. If Revenue alone were the Object; 
of thefe Duties, the Repeal of them might be a fit Matter for 
Confideration, but in many Inftances they appear to have been 
intended principally as Regulations of Trade, and for the Pro- 
tection of our Manufactures. 

The 
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The lefs complicated the Laws and the Regulations are, and the 
more fimple the Syftem is, the greater Confidence and Security 
the Merchant will have in the Profecutipn of his Bufincfs. And 
1 am decidedly of Opinion, that the Trade of this great commer- 
cial Country, though the Exports have been more than doubled 
within thefe laft Twelve or Thirteen Years, might be ftill greatly 
extended by a Confolidation and Simplification of the Laws, as 
far as that Plan fhall be found practicable, or by a iimple, diftinft, 
and clear Expofition of them, becaufe fuch a Meafure, independent 
of the Benefits that muft accrue therefrom to our own Merchants, 
and to the Officers of the Revenue, would create a Confidence in 
Foreigners, and invite them to our Ports. 

It happens to fall within my Knowledge, that this Object has for 
fome Years pall occupied the Attention of the Executive Govern- 
ment, and that a Plan for that Purpofe is in confiderable Forward- 
nefs, but which cannot, in my humble Opinion, be executed with 
Effe6t, until the Return of Peace, when in all Probability a new 
Confolidation of the Duties will be judged expedient. There are, 
befides, other Difficulties at this Time in the Way of this great 
and ufeful Meafure, exclufive of the additional Duties which have 
been or may be impofed. The prefent War has convulfed and 
deranged the commercial as well as the political State of almoft all 
the great Countries of Europe, and in confequence, we are under 
the Neceffity of carrying on no inconfiderable Part of our Trade 
at this Time under temporary Acts ol Parliament, or Ord-ers of 
Council. When Peace fliall be reflored, many new commercial 
Arrangements muft neceffarily be made in our Trade, not only 
with thofe Countries with which we arc now actually at War, 
but alfo with others, whofe Situation will in all Likelihood be 
materially affected by the Changes of Circumftanccs that may take 
place under a general Arrangement of Peace. 



Mr. Irving's Evidence in Anfwcr to Queftions propofed by the 
Committee refpe&ing the Eftablifhment of Free Ports in Great 
Britain, &c. 

I ft.— Q. Have you at any Time turned your Attention to the 
Eftablifhment of Free Ports in this Kingdom? 

A. I have frequently had Plans for the Eftablifhment of Free 
Ports, referred to me in my public Capacity for my Report thereon, 
and particularly a Plan propofed in the \ear 1795, by the Lords 
of the Committee of Council, to the Commiftioners of His Ma. 
iefty's Cuftoms, for eftablifhing certain Ports in this Country, as 
Pkces of Depot, in confequence of the French taking Pofleflion of 
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the United Provinces, which brought the Subject of Free Ports 
fully under my Confideration. 

2d. — 0. Do you know upon what Principles the Free Port of 
Oftend is eftablifhed ; and have you any Knowledge of the Com- 
mercial Jurifprudence of Holland r 

A. Having Occafion a few Years ago to be in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, I availed myfelf of that Opportunity to obtain In- 
formation as to the Regulations eftablifhed in the Free Port of 
Oftend ; and in a Tour through Holland, I endeavoured to make 
myfelf as much Mailer of the Commercial Jurifprudence of the 
Dutch, and alfo of their Principles of Taxation, as Circumftances 
would admit of, and 1 believe 1 have a tolerable correct Know- 
ledge of the Subject. * • 

The Free Ports eftablifhed in the Britifh Weft India Iflands fall 
immediately within the Line of my Official Situation, and the 
Dutch, Danifh, and Spanifh Free Ports in that Part of the World, 
appear to have been all eltablilhed on fimilar Principles. 

3d. — 0. How far would the Eftablifhment of Free Ports, or 
Places of Depot in this Kingdom, under certain Limitations and 
Reductions, be likely to increafe the Trade and Revenue of the 
Country ? 

A. The Term of Free Ports is an undefined Phrafe, but I will 
aflame, that it applies to a Syftem of Regulations tending to reiv- 
der this Country a general Depot for Foreign Merchandize, 
without the Advance of any Duties, except on thofe Articles 
which Oral I enter the Market of Home Confumption. 

This Queftion involves in it Objects of great National Impor- 
tance, and is connected with a Variety of very weighty Confider- 
at ions j however, 1 will fnbmit rny Sentiments upon it to the beft 
of my Judgment. 

In offering an Opinion on this Subject, it will be necefTary, not 
only to look into the Syftem of Commercial Jurifprudence 
eftablifhed by our Ancefto/s, and by which our Trade and Naviga- 
tion have been regulated ever fince, but alfo to take a general View 
of the peculiar Situation in which this Country {lands, with 
refpect to her Manufactures and her Revenues; for thefe Objects 
being conftituent Parts of One great Syftem, cannot well be confi- 
de red apart. 

The fundamental Principles of our Commercial Jurifprudence 
will be found chiefly in the Acts of the 12th, the 13th and 14th, 
the 22d and 23d, and the 25th of Charles II. and in the 7th and 
8th of William III. which latter Act has been greatly extended 
and improved by the Act of the 26th of His Majefty, 

Y The 



Supplement. Report IV. 



The prominent Features of this Code are, Firft, the fecuring to 
our own Shipping, as far as Circnmftances would fafely admit, the 
Carrying Trade, as the great Source of our Naval Strength. 
Secondly, the confining our Trade, as much as poffible, without 
exciting Jealoufy in our Neighbours, to the-' Capital ot our owa 
Merchants, by excluding Foreigners, who are not Subjects of the 
Countries of which the Articles are the Growth, Produce, or Ma- 
nufacture, from becoming the intermediate Negociators. And 
Thirdly, the encouragement of our own Manufactures, by check- 
ing, through the Means of abfolute Prohibitions or high Duties, 
the Introduction into the Home Market of fiich Articles of Foreign 
Manufactures as might rival our own, efpecially thofe in a pro- 
greffive State of Improvement. 

Commerce early became an Object of great Impoitance in this 
Kingdom, and as Merchants in all Countries poffefs a large Pro- 
portion of the circulating Medium, it was natural for the Govern- 
ment to look to Impofls on Trade as a Source of Revenue. Thus 
a Syflem of Taxation was eflablilhed at a Period almoft coeval with 
the Commencement of our Trade, and has been progreffively 
extended ever fince, which, though perhaps in many Refpects 
exceptionable in Principle, yet, from the Extent of the Object, 
cannot now be relinquifned ; about ^.9,000,000 of the Grofs, or 
£. 7,000*000 of the Net Revcne of Great Britain, arc drawn from 
Duties on Imports and Exports. 

I will not prefume to offer an Opinion as to the Effect which 
any other Syflem might have produced, but I feel it perfectly 
within the Province of my official Situation, as Infpector General 
of the Commerce of the Empire, to remark, that under the Ope- 
ration of thefe great fundamental Laws (commonly called Naviga- 
tion Acts) our Trade, our Navigation, our Revenues, and our 
Manufactures have flourifhed beyond the Example of all other 
Nations. — Any effential Change or Innovation, endangering the 
Security of thefe great Objects, might be pregnant with Confe- 
quences beyond the Eye of human Wifdom to forefee. 

For the preceding, and many other Reafons which might be 
offered, it has always appeared to me that the Syflem of Free Ports 
could not, with any Degree of Safety, be introduced into this 
Country. 

4th.— Q. Would the Syflem of warehoufing Goods in general, 
imported upon a Principle fimilar to that of Tobacco, be produc- 
tive ot any effential Benefit to the Trade and Revenues of the 
Country ? 

A. I 
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A. I tliink the Syftem of warehouling, to a certain Extent, 
would greatly relieve our Trade from the heavy Burthen it at 
prefent labours under by an Advance of the Duties immediately on 
Importation, becaufe fuch Advance draws from the aftive Capital 
of Trade a very large Sum of Money, together with the Credit 
attached thereto, for which, in my Opinion, the Country receives 
no adequate Compenfation by the Profit or Advantage that the 
Public derive either from the temporary Loan of that Part of the 
Duties repaid on Exportation, or from an Advance of the Duties 
on other Articles, at an earlier Period than the Safety of the 
Revenue requires. 

The Revenue might alfo in my Judgment be much benefited by 
fuch a Syftem. It is a Matter of no Moment to the Merchant, 
whether his Advance is on the Prime Coll of the Article itfelf, or 
on the Duties. The Profit he expects will always be in proportion 
to the Capital he employs, and to the Length of Time he lays out 
of his Money. — Thus by the Duties being paid (I will affume) 
Nine Months in general earlier than the Security of the Revenue 
requires, and by the Articles paffing through the Hands of different 
Dealers, each of whom are entitled to a Profit on the Stock or 
Capital they inveft, the Price is greatly enhanced to the Confumer, 
whilft the Public Revenue derives no Benefit therefrom, but is, 
in Truth, confiderably endangered, becaufe the Competition of 
the illicit Trader will be encouraged in proportion to the Increafe 
of Price to the legal Importer or Dealer. 

It would be impolitic, in as much as it is unneceffary, and 
increafe the Expence, to extend the Warehoufe Syftem to above 
Ten or Twelve great Articles, which produce at prefent a Grofs 
Revenue of about £. 4,200,000. 

The Principle of warehoufing is already correftly applied to 
Tobacco ; and there are feveral other great Articles that ftand 
nearly on a fimilar Footing, and which would require no material 
Change of Regulation, fuch as Eaft I ndia Goods in general, but 
particularly thofe fubjeft to an ad Valorem Duty, Britifh Planta- 
tion Spirits, as far as refpefts the Excife Import Duty, alfo Cocoa, 
Coffee, Cambricks, &c. 

About 900,000 arife from Duties on Exportation, Coals Coaft- 
ways, &c. and it would not be for the Intereft of either the 
Crown or the Merchant to depofit in Public Warehoufes the re- 
maining Goods fubject to Duty, confifting of a Variety of fmall 
Articles, and producing a Revenue of about/' 1,000,000. 

A Chafm, or temporary Sufpenfion of the Payment of the Du- 
ties would be created by this Syftem, for which the Aid of Parlia- 

Y 2 ment 
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merit would be neceffary to make an adequate Provifion. But as 
the Meafure would be carried into Effect by Degrees, as Warehoufes 
could be built or provided, the Sum required would not be very' 
confiderable. - 

In all thofe Cafes where a Part of the Duties are retained on Ex- 
portation, the Amount of fuch Duty would be levied immediately 
cm the Goods being landed or warehoufed. 
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BOARD of EXCISE. 



(Ordered to be printed- igtb July 1797. ) 

Your Committee, 

1. TN confidering the Excife Board fimply as an Office of 
A Collection, and independently' of its Eftabliihment, 
Your Committee, beginning with the Board of Excife in 
England, have referred to the Report of the Comm\flioners 
of Accounts, and obferve that at their Date " each Collec- 
" tor of Excife went his Rounds Eight Times in a Year; 
" that he remitted the Whole of his net Collection in every 
" Round to the Excife Office, chiefly by Bills at Twenty- 
" one Days after Date, in the Counties near London, at 
" Thirty Days in the more remote Counties, and at Fifty or 
" Sixty in the moftdiftant, and none at a longer Date ; that 
" he is conftantly remitting during his Round, and within a 
" Week after it is finifhed, fends up by a Balance Bill all that 
" remains- of the Duties collected by him in that Round." 

In the Second Report, Your Committee find, " that the 
" Receiver General every Week pays into the Exchequer 
" the net Produce of this Revenue, unlefs fome forefeen 
" Demands in the following Week make a Refervation of 
" any Part of it neceflary." 

In the same Report, Your Committee find, that the 
Commiffioners ftate, " that the Punctuality and Expedition 
" with which the Duties ^collected in certain Offices (the 
" Excife being among the Number) pafs from the Pocket 

« of 
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u of the Subject into the Exchequer, leaves us no Room to 
" fugged any Alteration in the Time or Manner of paying 
" in the fame.'* 

Your Committee beg to Notice an Effect of this Punc- 
tuality and Expedition apparent at that Time, namely, that 
it is ftated in an Appendix to the Firft Report of the Com- 
miffioners of Accounts, that on the 29th September 1780, 
there were no Arrears of Defaulters of the Officers of Excile 
for Twenty Years preceeding 1777, inclufive, nor to that 
Date, except for £. j,6co ; the Collector at Oxford having 
made his Remittance by a Bill, the Drawer and Acceptor of 
which became Bankrupts, but which remained in fuit 
againft the Parties. 

Your Committee having afcertained, by Means of the 
Commiflloners of Accounts, what was the Practice of the Ex- 
cife at the Date of their Reports ( 1 780-8 1 ; have proceeded to 
examine what is the Practice of the Office at the prefent 
Moment, and find fiom their Return, " that fince the 
" Year 1787, none of the Collecters of the Excife have been 
*' permitted to take or fend up Bills for the Cafh of the Re- 
" venue, which have more than Thirty Days to run, and 
«' thofe near London have been confined to Twenty-one 
** Days ; from the Year 1788 alfo, under a general Order of 
" the Board, they fend up Accounts of the Receipts and 
<' Payments, and remit their Cafh at the End of every Week ; 
" in other refpects there is no Difference between the Prac- 
" tice of 1780 and the prefent Time." 

Your Committee further find, that " every Monday, 
" after Two o'Clock, the Receiver General makes up his 
" Accounts for the Week ended that Day, and makes his 
" Payments into the Exchequer for the fame Week on the 
" Wednefday following, if not an Holiday, if an Holiday on 
*f the fucceeding Day." 

Your 
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Your Committee having called for the Account of Defaul- 
ters for Twenty Years preceding 1797, have the Satisfaction 
to ftate, that this Account, on the 1 ft of June 1797, did not 
exceed ^.70. ys. 

Upon the Excife Board, as an Office of Collection, Your 
Committee have only to add, that during the Seventeen 
Years which have elapfed fince the Reports of the Commif- 
fioners of Accounts, this Department appears to have been 
conducted with the fame Regularity and Vigilance, as then 
received from the Commiflioners their unqualified Com- 
mendation. 

BOARD OF EXCISE IN SCOTLAND. 
2. Your Committee find from a Return from the Com- 
miflioners of Excife in Scotland, that this Revenue is collected 
in Eight dated Rounds or Periods Annually, the feveral Col- 
lectors being required to tranfmit the net Produce of their 
Receipts in each Round to the Receiver General or Calhier 
at Edinburgh, before they fet out on a Second Collection. 
The Amount of Duties charged by Way of Licenfes, and all 
the Duties on Goods and Liquors imported, are made up 
and returned only once every Quarter, but the net Pro- 
duce is remitted within Six Weeks after the Termination of 
each Quarter refpectively. 

It appears alfo from the fame Return, that the Balances in 
the Hands of the Calhier at Edinburgh were, during the Year 
1796, as follows : 

£■ s. d. 

Lady Day - 1796 - 96,743 16 4 
Midfummer - 1796 - 84,186 9 8 
Michaelmas - 1796 - 75,148 4 11 
Chriftmas - 1796 - 106,398 15 4 

The Board in Explanation ftate, that in general more than 
One Third of this apparent Balance has been actually laid out 
or advanced on the general Benefit of the Revenue, &c. - 

or 
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the Vouchers for which not being completely made up and 
checked before the Termination of the Quarter, cannot of 
Courfe be properly (rated to the Caihier's Credit in the pub- 
lic authenticated Accounts of that Period. They alfo ftate, 
that another confiderable Proportion of the faid Balances 
(fometimes to the Amount of £. 20,00,0) falls to be paid over 
immediately after the Termination of each Quarter, for the 
fupoorting the Civil Eftablifhment of the Country, and 
other Purpoies, under the Authority of the Court of Exche- 
quer in Scotland. 

Your Committee do not obferve, that the above Return 
gives any Explanation why nearly a certain Proportion (viz. 
One Third) of an uncertain Balance lhould have been' in 
general actually laid out previous to the Settlement of each 
Quarter for the general Buiinefs of the Revenue ; but ad- 
mitting this Fa£r, and deducting in conlequencce One Third 
from the foregoing Balances, and alio £. 20,000 fhited to be 
fometimes called for immediately after the Expiration of the 
Quarter for Civil Purpoies, &c. the faid Balance will ftand 
as follows : 

£■ s. d. 

Lady Day - 1796 - 44>495 l 7 6 
Midt'ummer - 1796 - 36,124 6 4 
Michaelmas - J796 - 30,098 16 6 
Chriftmas - 1796 - 50,932 10 2 

The above Balances (as Hated by Your Committee) are • 
laid in the Return to be divided into no lefs than Forty dif- 
ferent Branches, each making the Subject of a different 
Account, and are ftated to be in general no more than fuf- 
ricient for anfwering the various contingent Charges, Draw- 
backs, and Bounties, which may occur to be claimed out 
of the feveral Branches refpectively. 

Your Committee are not prepared to admit, that this 
Eftimate of contingent Charges is correct, as it will appear 

that the above Balances (taking them for Argument to be 

true) 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 5 



true) vary "Co materially from each other, namely in the 
extreme Cafe upwards of £. 20,000, that the fame general 
Obfervation cannot apply to each of the feveral Periods ftated. 

The Remittances from Edinburgh to London are made 
Weekly, and by Bills payable* Sixty Days after Date, be- 
ing, as the Return dates, " the fhorteft that the Courfe of 
" Exchange can well allow in tranfa&ing fuch confiderable 
" Sums." Thefe Weekly Remittances amount on an 
Average to £. 6,000, but occafionally exceed that Amount 
when Circumftances admit — The Total of thefe Remittances 
for a Year, ending Lady-day 1797, being £. 415,000. 

Your Committee, defirous of giving further Information 
to the Houfe on the Subject of the Balances remaining in 
the Hands of the Receiver General or Cafhier at Edinburgh, 
have obtained an Account from thence, fi'gned by the Ac- 
countant General and Deputy Comptroller, from which they 
collect the following Fa&s : 



That the faid Balance was 5th Jan. 1796 


£• 85,4s 1 


12 


6 


5th Feb. D° 


- 9°> 2 3 8 


•5 


5 


5 th Mar. D° 


- 87,325 


1 


7 


5 th April D« 


- 9 6 >743 


16 


4 


5 th May D<* 


" 95>5°8 


18 


11 


5th June D« 


- 93'48o 


0 


0 


5th July D a 


- 84,186 


9 


5 


5th Aug. DS 


- 9°» 2 79 


3 


7 


5th Sept. DS 


- 9M17 


9 


4 


5th OcT:. D° 


- 84,117 


0 


1 1 


5th Nov. D° 


- 78.277 


14 


4 


5th Dec. D° 


- 103,242 


1 


5 


5th Jan. 1797 


- 106,438 


J 3 


4 


5th Feb. D° 


- 103,284 


18 


7 


5th Mar. D? 


- 160,033 


'9 


X 


5th April D° 


- 9 8 >597 


13 


4 



• See Appendix to the Reports of this Committee on the Tax Office, 
*, to Remittances from Scotland. 
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In a Note to this Paper, it is ftated by the Commiflioners 
of the Excife, " that it may be proper to obferve, that more 
" than One Third of the Sums thus appearing as Balances 
**. in the Hands of the Receiver General or Calhier at Edin- 
" burgh, are always actually paid or advanced by him, by 
" Way of Impreft, for carrying on the general Bufinefs of 
" the Revenue, the Maintenance 6f the Excife Yachts, &c. 
" which come afterwards in Courle to be ftated to his Credit 
" only, when the Accounts and Vouchers are duly made up." 

Your Committee remark, that this Account, annexed in 
the Appendix *, ftates, in the firft Inftance, a Balance in the 
Hands of the Receiver of £. 85,431 ; that it contains, in 
One Column, the Amount of " Calh received," and in the 
other the Amount, not only of the Remittances, but alfo 
of the Payments made each Month ; that the firft Balance 
was reduced in its Amount only Twice during the Whole 
Period, viz. on the 5th of October and 5th of November, 
1796, being refpeftively at thofe Periods £. 84,117, and 
^. 78,277 ; and that, at the Clofe of the Account, it was 
£■ 9%>597> Dein g »n Increafe of £. 13,166, during the 
Whole Period. 

In Concluiion, Your Committee conceive themfelves to 
be warranted in ftating, that in their Judgment there has 
remained in the Hands of the Receiver General or Cafhier 
of the Excife in Scotland, a larger Balance than was necef- 
fary to anfwer the Demands on it for the Public Service, as 
during a Period of Fifteen Months the current Receipt has 
exceeded the Amount of all Remittances and Payments; 
and therefore, relying on the Authority of the Commiffion- 
ers of Accounts, and on the Practice lately adopted in Eng- 
land as to Balances in various Departments, both of Receipt 
and Expenditure, and on its being notorious that the Public 
have fuftained repeated and heavy Lofles from the contrary 

Pra&iee, 

* See Appendix (B. 2) Folio Edit. 
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Practice, they recommend that efFe&ual Meafures may be 
taken for preventing the future Accumulation of thefe 
Balances beyond the Amount neceflary for carrying on the 
Public Service. 

§ 2. YOUR Committee proceeded to examine the 
Eftablifhment of the Excife Board, with a View to ftate 
particularly what Increafe has taken Place fince 1782, in the 
Number or in the Amount of the Salaries and Emoluments 
belonging thereto, and whether any ? and what further Mea- 
fures can be adopted for diminifhing the total Amount of 
fuch Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment to the 
Public Service. 

Your Committee have received from -the Board a Re- 
turn *, containing in Detail an Account of the feveral De- 
partments belonging to the principal Office, the Port of 
London, the Country Eftablifhment, and the Out Ports. 

The above Return dates diftinclly the Number of Officers 
in each Department, their Employment, the grofs Amount 
of 'their Emoluments, diftinguilhing what Part /thereof 
arifes from Salaries, or fixed Allowances, or of Fees, or other 
Emoluments ; it ftates alfo the Deductions therefrom, whe- 
ther arifing from Taxes, or on any other Account ; it notices 
alfo the Authority by which each Officer is appointed, the 
Duration of his Intereft therein ■f , with the Increafe or Dimi- 
nution which has taken Place in their Salaries or fixed Allow- 
ances fince 1782. The above is followed by fuch Oblerva- 
tions, under either of the abovementioned Heads, as arife 
from the Cafe of each refpecuve Officer. 

The Account of each Department is concluded by an 
Explanation of the general Duty belonging to it, ftating 

Z 2 when 

* Supplement (A.) -f See Append. (C. 1) Folio Ed. 
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when the Cafe requires the particular Duty of each Officer, 
with Obfervations on the Caufes of the Increafe or Diminu- 
tion of the Number of the Salaries or fixed Allowances an- 
nexed to it, with an Opinion in each Cafe as to the Practica- 
bility of making a Redu&ion thereof, without Detriment 
to the Public Service. 

Your Committee have only further to ftate, that the fame 
Return fpecifies the Perfons who hold any other Employment 
in Addition to their Situation under the Excife, with the 
net Amount of the Emolument annexed to fuch additional 
Office. 

Your Committee have given the above general Defcription 
of this very perfpicuous and fatisfactory Return, to which 
they very particularly refer the Houfe, as containing moft 
ample and minute Information ; and they have, inferted the 
following Abftract of the Whole, prepared by the Commif- 
fioners themfelves : 



Abstact 
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Niimber 

of 
Officers. 



9 
6 
1 1 

3 

a 
4 

7 
7 

12 
72 
14 

3 
36 
10 

5 
x 
10 
2 
1 1 
30 

3 
1 

1 

u 



Abstract of the feveral 
Eftablilhments of die 
EXCISE. 



194 

67 



64 
39 
666 



56 
3,016 



16 
240 
'9 



4,748 



Commiflioners 
Secretary 
Correfpondent 
Door- keepers and Letter- 
carrier . • 
Solicitors 
Regifter 
Mcfl'engeis 

Commiflioners of Appea 
Houfekeeper 
Accomptants 
Receiver General 
Comptroller of the Cafli 
Comptroller General 
Auditors 

Clerk of the Securities ■ 
Clerk of the Incidents • 
Store-keeper 

Permit Printing Office ■ 
Permit Examiners 
General Examiners . ■ 
Clerk of the Diaries 
Warehoufe- keepers of 

feized Goods 
Clerk of the Entries 
Brewery and C.mdle Exa- 
miners - 

Port of London. 

Collector in the Cuftom 
Houfe 

Officers of the Waterguard 
Officers on the Quays 
Warehoufe Keeper 
Tobacco Warehoufe 
Tea, Coffee, andCocoaNuts 
Export Officers 
London Surveying Officers 

Country Establish- 
ment. 

Collectors 
Colleaor's Clerks 
Surveying Officers 

Out Ports. 

Officers on the Quays 
Officers of theWaterguard 
Export Officers 

- c Total - /. 



Salaries 
n n ( 1 fi v /- A 

" >IU 11 ALU 

A 1 1 nil/ 1 n rtte 
* »11U YY il 11 V C 0. 


Total of 
Emoluments. 


Net 
Emoluments. 


£■ s. 


r. 


i. d. 


r. 

ft* " 


$ % 


d. 


11,250 


12,2^0 




9»77 a 








1 ■ <07 


6 0 


J .280. 




(, 


1 1 20 1 — - 


I j 20 X 




],I4I 


3 


A 

0 


JOO —— 


2 20 


I I 4 


2 15 




4 


500 


a»8t 1 




a. 5! 7 1 


A 

4 


S 1 

2 4 


63 0 — 


665 


7 0 


53 7 




ft 




421 


— 0 


All 


1 0 




<^80 


980 


— 0 


0 J / 


1 0 




1 .2 CO 


1 , Z j 0 




1 ,204 


1 s 










7 . ca8 


'9 






5 .078 


1 O 


2 //Si 


' 3 


/: 
0 


8co - 


85O 


1 Q 


656 


1 5 






3,290 


— 0 


2,579 


17 


0 


I ,640 — — 


1,645 


— 0 


J >3>* 


IO 




43 0, 


430 


— 0 


409 


5 


— 


1 AO — 


14-6 


I 0 J 


14.3 




4 


1 02 


761 


O 


73* 


9 


6 


200 — 


aoo 


O 


1S7 


IO 




720 — 


721 


I O 


703 


1 




2.7 1 0 


2,710 


— 0 


2,6 18 


10 





340 — 






3 2 3 


1 




120 — 


149 


1 1 0 


146 


II 


— 


430 — 


tJ" 


0 


419 


5 




849 _ 


840 





827 


1 3 




c 6 c 

5°5 — 


721 


I 0 


• 

694 


s 


6 


A A 1 ft 


9.502 


0 


9>47<> 


'5 




2 .775 — 




0 


3>937 


I £ 


r. 

u 




231 


— 0 


227 


5 




1,143 — 


1,148 


19 0 




17 


6 


4,3»8 — 


4,3 1 8 


0 


4, 1 06 






*>'4S — 


2 .80 j. 


16 4 


4 8a 1 


3 


I 0 


42,2 10 — 


4-.47S 


10 0 


41.326 


5 




' 5>470 — 


1 6, 1 6"o 


14 6 


< 

1 5,070 


'4 




3.38s — 


4.304 


19 oi 


4,222 


16 


64 


198,908 — 


199,123 


17 1* 


>95>3'» 


7 


»* 


i.ooj — 


1,064 


13 °i 


l,C40 


10 




8,220 — 


8,220 


— 0 


8,184 






980 — 


1,308 


9 * 


1,283 


'9 


6 


327,828 17 


342,39° 


J 4i 


331,086 


8 


4} 



Since 1782 there has been an Increafe of Officers, 251 Decreafe of Ditto, 412. 

Increafe of Salaries £.40,617 71. — Decreafe of Ditto £.2,478 ys. — By which there 
is an Increafe of Expenditure to the Amount of £-38,139 j although there has been 
a Diminution in the Number of Officers to the Number of 159, which is explained 
by the Committee in their Appcudix (C. 2) in this Report, 
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Your Committee find, that in 1796 the grofs Revenue of 
the Excife in England was - £■ 10,401,658 

D v 1782 . - - ' - - - 7,0 20,145 

t . ing an Increafe of - £. 3»3 8 l >5 1 3 

' . The inert afed Charge of Colle&ion appears, to be 
£.38,139, or£.i. is. 6d. per Cent, on the incrcafed Revenue. 
. Your Committee alfo Report, that it appears from an 
Account laid before them by Mr. Irving, the Infpedtor Ge- 
neral of Exports and Imports, that in 1782, the Charge of 
collect. ng the above grofs Sum of £ 7,020, -45 was at the 
Rate of £.$. 8 j. tod. per Cent, on that Sum; but that 
the Charg of Colieftion in 1796, was only £.4. 3J. $d. on 
£. 1 0,40 1>5 8, being a Decreafe of £.t. $s. 6d. per Cent, 
in Coin arifon with ,the Rate of Colle&ion in 1782. 

Your Committee have annexed a Lift of the Holidays*" 
kept at the Head Office of the Excife, and the Opinion of 
the Commiffioners of the Excife, as to the Propriety of re- 
ducing their Number, which amounts to Fifty-fix, exclufive 
'of Sundays. — No Holidays whatever are" kept by the Sur- 
veying Officers, either in Town or Country ; and the Officers 
(within ^the Port of London follow the Rules obferved at the 
Cullcm Houfc, and the Warehoufe Keepers and Lockers at 
the Tea and Coffee Warehoules are enjoined to attend on 
Afternoons and Holidays when it is requifite. 

Your Committee find, that no Offices have been granted 
in Rcverfion fiace 17S2, within this Department. 

It appears to Your Committee, that no Collection of the 
Laws relative to the Excife is printed and fold for the Public 
Ufe ; but that there is a Collection from all the Statutes 
palled previous to 33d Geo. III. printed for the Ufe of the 
Office, with a complete Analyfis of their Contents. By the 
Ufage of the Excife Office, this Collection has been confined 
to the Officers ; but Your Committee fee no Reafon for im- 
pofing am Reftridtion or Difcouragement upon its unreferved 
Publication. 

July 19th, 1797. . , 

* Supplement (B.) f Supplement (C.) 
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EMPLOYMENTS. 



Country E stab mum ent; 
Collectors. (56.) 



CoHc&ions. 

Barum 

Bath 

Bedford 

Briftol - - 

Cambridge 

Canterbury - 

Cheiler - - 

Cornwall 

Coventry 

Cumberland 

Derby 

Dorfet - 

Durham - 

Elfex 

Exon 

Glocefter 

Grantham 

Hants 

He re lord 

Hertford 

Hull - - 

Ifle of Wight 

Lancafter 

Leeds 

Lichfield 

Lincoln - 

Liverpool 

Lynn 

Manchefter - 

Marlboro' 

Northampton 



Colleaors. 

- Thomas Jones 

- William Turner - 

- Charles Harrifon - 

- John Davies - - 

- Chr. Hodgfon 

- Henry Dent - - 

- John Buck 

- John Bevnon 

- Benj. Fidoe - - 

- Felix Simpfon 

- George Godwin - 

- Tho. Clement 

- Marmaduke Clark 

- Tho. Nevil - 

- Jo. Williams 

- John Owen - - 

- Ifaac Pleafance 

- John Cole 

- Simon Edfall 

- Bart. Sikes 

- Gains Bifhop 

- W. Shadgett 

- W Shackleton - 

- Luke Blakelock. - 

- W. Green - . 

- Tho. Thompfon - 

- Jon» Scott 

- Cooke Watfon 

- William Crofs 

- Benj. Ward - - 

- John Carr 



Borne forward 



B b 



Salaries and 
and fixed 
Allowances 



£> 

260 
260 
260 
310 

250 

340 
300 

380 
280 
310 
280 
280 
370 

35° 
300 
270 
270 

3°o 

250 

3°o 
280 
250 
300 
350 
260 
250 
270 
290 
300 
260 
280 



9010 



Total 
of 

Emoluments. 



£■ s. d. 
271 16 

260 o 

z6 5 7 
310 o 

255 12 
358 J 6 
318 16 

389 14 
301 16 8 

317 3 10 
289 15 io 
285 17 4 
396 19 4 
361 12 8 
316 16 9 

281 5 8 

282 6 9 

3 2 9 '9 3 

256 12 o 

300 o o 
285 4 
252 18 

3»4 5 
401 6 

284 4 

z 57 »7 

3«° 5 

3 3 » 3 

357 i3 
263 6 

293 3 4 
9,471 16 11 
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EMPLOYMENTS. 



Snlaiies 
and fixed 
Allowances 



Country Establishment 
Collectors. 



Collections. 



Northumberland 

Norwich 

pxon 

Plymouth 

Prefton 

Reading 

Rochefter 

Sal i (bury 

Salop 

Sheffield - 

Somerfet 

Suffolk 

Surrey 

Suffex 

IJxbridge 

Wales, Eaft 

Wales, Middle 

Wales, North 

Wales, Weft 

Whitby 

Wolverhampton 

Worcefter 

York 



Collectors. 

Brought forward 
Will.' March 
Daniel Ritlbn 
Sam. Harman 
John Vie! - ' 
Tho. Tunnel 
John Ofmond 
Will. Falfhaw 
Geo. Smith - • 
Rich. Saver - 
John Ogle 
William Irving 
Rich. Powell 
Edw. Edwards 
Will. Carter 
John Oliver 
Tho. Jones 

Will. Enington 
Will. Lunvvche 
John Berry 
Simon Pedley 
John Weeks 
Tho. Waiftell 



x Supernumerary Collectors, each at £. go 

Total - £. 



s. a 

9010 
220 
300 
260 
320 
250 
250 
320 
280 
260 
270 
270 
360 
270 

35° 
2,50 
250 
230 
240 
270 
270 
280 
260 
270 

160 



Total 




of. 




Emoluments. 


£• s, 


d. 


9,471 16 


1 1 


2 35 "3 


8 


322 0 


4 


267 10 


4 


337 6 


9 


289 12 


O 


261 17 


6 


328 12 


4 


288 5 


0 


260 O 


0 


cq 1 O 


0 


283 S 


0 


37 » 18 


0 


270 0 


0 


358 16 


2* 


2 53 3 


O 


258 13 


10 


234 '7 


6 


247 6 


8 


272 7 


0 


274 12 


0 


280 0 


0 


272 2 


4 


270 0 


0 


160 0 


0 


16,160 14 
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An Account of the Number and Names of the feveral Holydays, 
in every Year, which are kept by the Excife Office. 



HOLYDAYS. 
All Sundays in the Year 
Jan. 1. Circumcifion 
6. Epiphany 
18. Queen's Birth-day 
25. Conveifion of St. Paul 
30. 'King Charles the lft's 
Martyrdom 
Feb. 2. Purification of the Vir- 
gin Mary 
14. Valentine 

24. St. Matthias 
Mar. 1. St. David 

25. Annunciation jof the 

. Virgin Mary 
Apr. 23. St. George 

25. St. Mark 
May 1. St. Philip and St. James 
17. Princefs of Wales's 

Birth Day 
29. King Charles's the 2d's 
Reftoration 
June 4. King s Birth Day 
1 1 . St. Barnabas 

24. St. John theBaptift 
29. St. Peter and St. Paul 

July 1,5. St. Swithin 

25. St. James 
Aug. 1. Lammas Day 

11. Princefs of Brunfwick's 
Birth Day 



HOLYDAYS. 
12. Prince of Wales's Birth 
Day 

24. St. Bartholomew 
Sept. 2. London Burnt 

14. Holy Rood Day 
18. King George the iff 
and 2d Landing 

21. St. Matthew 

22. Coronation 

29. Princefs Royal's Birth 

Day, St. Michael 
OB. 18. St. Luke 

25. King George the 3d's 

Acceffion 
28. St. Simon and Jude 
Nov. 1. All Saints 
2. All Souls 

4. King William's Land- 

ing 

5. Powder Plot 

9. Lord Mayor's Day 
17. Queen Elizabeth's Ac- 
ceffion 

30. St. Andrew 
Dec. 21. St. Thomas 

25. Chriftmas Day 

26. St. Stephen 

27. St. John 

28. Innocents. 



MOVEABLE HOLYDAYS. 



Shrove Tuefday 
Afh Wednefday 
Good Friday 
Eafter Monday 
Tuefday 



Eafter Wednefday 
Afcenfion Day 
Whitfun Monday 
Tuefday 
Wednefday 



N. B. Thefe Holychys are kept at the Head Office only. The Officers em- 
ployed in the Poit of London, in this refpedt, follow the Rules obferved at the 
Cuftom Houfe, and the Waiehoufe Keepers and Lockers at the Tea and Coffee 
Warehoufes are enjoined to attend on Afternoons and Holydays when it is re- 
quifite. No Holydays whatever are kept by the Surveying Officers, either in 
Town or Country. 
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EXAMINATION of George James Cholmondei.ey, Efq. 
Chairman of the Board of Excifc; taken the 22a. of June, 1797. 

Q. IS there any complete Collection of the Laws, relative to 
the Excife only, printed and fold for the Public Ufe ? — A. No. 

Q. Is there any printed for the Ufe of the Office ? — A. Yes ; a 
Collection from all the Statutes pafTed previous to the Thirty-third 
of George III. which contains fuch Parts of each Statute as relate 
to the Excife. It confifts of 1171 Pages Folio, together with a 
Schedule of Duties, Allowances, Bounties, and Drawbacks, pay- 
able before the Confolidation Aft, confifiing of 16 Pages, and an 
Index confifling of 325 Pages. The marginal Notes are correctly 
abftrafted from the enafting Claufes, and the Index is carefully and 
minutely compiled — this Collection was framed under the imme- 
diate Direction of the Board. 

Q. Is it the Opinion of the Office, that this Collection fhould 
be confined to the Polfeffion of the Officers? — A. It has been 
ufually held that it ought. 

Q. In your individual Judgment, is it more advantageous to the 
Public Service, that this Excife Collection fhould be fo confined, 
or that it fhould be publicly fold ? — A. The Effect of publifhing this 
Collection appears to me to be fimijar to that of publifhing any 
other Laws. 

Q. Does it appear to you, that the Excife Laws might be ufe- 
fully reduced in Bulk, or conveniently arranged — A- Of the Ex- 
cife Laws themfelves, independent of this Collection, I cannot 
fpeak with any Confidence, but I am decidedly of Opinion that 
this Collection cannot be reduced in Bulk, or better arranged for 
the Purpofes of all Perfons concerned. 

Defcribe the Arrangement. — Such Parts of the Statutes as are 
infeited in this Collection are chronologically arranged, with 
marginal References, referring to anv other Laws that relate to 
the refpeftive Subject; with an Alphabetical Index under General 
Heads, clearly referring, by different Means, to every Subjeft. 



SIXTH 



SIXTH REPORT. 



STAMP OFFICE. 



(Ordered to be printed i yth July, 1797.) 
§ 1. 

HP H I S Office does not appear to have fallen under the 
Examination either of the Commiflioners of Accounts 
or of the Commiflioners of Inquiry ; it is incidentally men- 
tioned in the Second Report of the former, and being then 
confidered as an Office, the Bufinefs of which did not require 
a feparate Board, its Confolidation with fome other Boards of 
Revenue was recommended. Nothing was done in confe- 
quence of that Recommendation ; and Your Committee 
think it unneceflarv now to inquire whether it ought or ought 
not to have been adopted at that Time, as the Variety of 
new Stamp Duties, and the confequent Increafe of Bufinefs, 
have entirely removed the Grounds upon which that Suggeftion 
was made. 

§ 2. IN forming a Comparifon between the State of this 
Office and its fubordinate Branches in 1782, and in 1796, 
Your Committee have found it mod convenient to take the 
Year from Auguft to Auguft, being the Period adopted for 
making up the Annual Accounts thereof. 

They find that the Eftablifhment of the Head Office 
confifted, in 1782, of 101 Perfons ; in 1796 it confided of 
1 23 Perfons *, whofe refpedtive Duties and Salaries are detailed 
in the annexed Account, being an Addition, in Point of 
Number, of 22 Perfons. 
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The Grofs Salaries in 1782, fubject to Taxes, Amounted 
to £. 11,120; in 1796, to £. 12,940 ; being an Addition in 
Point of Expence, of £. 1,820. 

It is ftated by the Board, that mod of the Salaries being 
upon an old Eftablifhment, they have thought it juft and 
reafonable, during the Preflure of Bufinefs occafioned by the 
many new and additional Duties that have taken place in this 
Revenue of late Years, to make the Officers immediately 
concerned in the Collection thereof, fmall and temporary 
Allowances for extraordinary Labour and Attendance, ac- 
cording to Circumftances, and which are always included in 
their Incident Bill, which is annually transmitted to the 
Lords of the Treaiury for their Approbation and Allowance. 

It appears alfo from the Incident Bill, that there are Sala- 
ries paid to a considerable Amount to Officers appointed by 
the Commiffioners, which are not included in the Account 
of Salaries paid upon the Eftablifhment. 

With thefe Additions, the Comparifon will Hand as follows : 

From Auguft 1781, From Auguft 1795, 
' to Auguft 17S2. to Auguft 1796. 

£. s. d. £ . s, d. 
Salaries paid upon the Eflablifh 1 0 

ment - - - A 10 '955 »5 2 12 . 8 f)i 2 *° 

Salaries and Allowances not 1 0 

. I 3.44 2 — 7 7.77 8 »9 3 



upon the Eftablifhment 



To Sundries for extra occafional 



Service - .- A ljl 39 *3 3 2 :394 



5 ■■< 



'5.537 9 — £• 2 3> o6 4 3 4 



The Increafe of Expence at the Head Office appears to be 
^.7,526 14s. 4</. 

The 

\ 
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The Date and Particulars of each Addition are detailed in 
the annexed Account, which being made up to a different 
Period, and with a different View from thofe above referred 
to, neceffirily gives in fome Degree a different Relult. 

The Number of Head Diftributors in the Country, who 
are paid by a Poundage of £.5 per Cent, on the Amount of 
their Remittances, was Fifty-two in 1782, and Sixty-feven 
in 1796, being an .Increafe of Fifteen; the Addition made 
to their Number in 1783, was Nineteen; but Four have 
been ljnce dilcontinued. , 

From Auguft 17S1, From Auguft 1795, 
to Auguft 1782. to Augull 1796. 

£. s. d. £, s, d. 

The Grofs Produeeofthe Stamp ? c „ , „ 

Duties, was - ^^,028 ,6 5 1,899,051 99 

The Net Payments into the Ex- 1 oti c 0 cc 00 

chequer - . .5586,628 7 4 1,766,188 14 1 

Toul Deductions - - 64,400 9 1 132,862 15 8 



by which it appears, that while the Net Revenue has been 
more than tripled, the Deductions from the grofs Produce 
have been little more than doubled. 

The Deductions in each Period were as follows : 

Stationers Bill for Parchment -j £. s. d. £. s. d. 

and Paper, which is returned / 

to the Revenue by Remit- \ 8,124 8 6 ie,o6o 2 6 
tances from the Country Dif- 1 
tributors - - -J 

Incidents at the Head Office, in- 
cluding Salaries not upon the 
Eftablilhment, Sundries for 

occafional Service, Repay- )■ 13,1,50 5 9 29,182 14 ro 
ment of Taxes to certain Offi- 
cers under £. 100 per Annum, 
Stationary, Profecutions, &c,... 



Borne forward - ^.21,274 14 3 41,24a 17 4 
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Brought forward 


£• 
21,274 


s. d. 
H 3 


41,242 


j. 
17 


d. 
4 


Salaries to Commiffioners and 


? 10.955 
j 


15 2 


12,891 


2 


10 


Difcounts allowed by Afts of 

Parliament at tVlf* Hf*an v ) l - 
x al 1 lalllCIlL al Lilt x iLau v-* i - 

fice - - 


(• s 281 


l o rr 


23,77 1 

0'/ / 


0 


10 


Sundry other Allowances 


1-773 


14 1| 


6 901 


12 


4 


Expences of Management in 
the Country Poundage - r 


| 12,906 


2 71 


34.53° 


9 


3 


Incidents - 


7.3 a8 


3 94 


5,178 


6 


0 


Expences in Scotland 


4,878 


5 9? 


8,347 


2 


1 




£- 64=4°° 


9 1 


132,862 


15 


8 



It is alfo flated by the Board, that none of the Offices in 
that Revenue, whether granted by Letters Patent or Treafury 
Warrant, are for Life ; but that neverthelefs they have been 
always underftood lo to be held, unlefs in Cafes of Mifcon- 
dudt ; that the Office is always open, except on Holidays, 
from Half an Hour after Eight o'Clock in the Morning till 
Two, and occasionally alfo on Holidays, when the Public 
Bufinefs requires it ; that the official Attendance is Daily in 
moft of the Departments ; and where that is not necellary 
from the Nature of the Employment, the Officers attend 
Twice, Thrice, or as often in the Week as Occafion 
demands. 

The Amount of Fees is ftated to be very inconfiderable j 
in general they are not allowed to be taken by the Officers of 
this Department. 



§ 3. Although 
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§ 3* Although it appears by the above Statement, 
that the Increafe in the Expeace of Collection has been but 
a fmall Proportion to the Increafe of Revenue ; and though 
the Addition nude to the Number of Perfons employed, 
and in fome Inftances to their Salaries, may well have been 
juftified by the great Accumulation of Bufinefs, which has 
been thrown upon this Office, Your Committee have thought 
it their Duty to enquire what further Reduction might be 
made, confidently with the Public Service, and to offer fuch 
Obfervations as appeared to them conducive to the better 
Management of a Branch of the Public Revenue, which is 
become lb important in its Extent, even exclufive of the 
Taxes impofed in the prefent Seflion. 

They find that the Offices of Receiver, of Comptroller, 
and of Regifter and Comptroller of the Apprentice Duty, 
are entirely executed by their refpective Clerks ; that the 
Office of Correfpondent is executed by the Secretary's Clerks ; 
thofe of Regifter of Warrants for ftamping, and of Ware- 
houfe Keeper of ftamped Goods, by their refpective Affift- 
ants ; that the Affiftant to the Examiner and Accountant 
Clerk, the Clerk of .the Securities, the Regifter of Hat 
Licences and Labels, and the Regifter of Horfe Dealers and 
Pawnbrokers Licences, and Thirty-two inferior Officers, 
moft of which are employed in mechanical Duties, act only 
by Deputy. 

It is ftated by the Board, that in purfuance of a Treafury 
Minute, dated July 30th, 1782, all fuch Perfons in the 
Stamp Office as fhall obtain Leave of Abfence, are directed 
to pay their refpective Deputies ; which Regulation has ever 
fince been punctually obferved* 



Your Committee are fenfible that thofe Offices, the Duty 
of which confifts in the general Inflection of what is done by 

C c others, 
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others, may not require conftant Attendance ; that the 
actual Performance of the Bufinefs mull reft in the fubor- 
dinate Officers, and particularly that, in Offices of Receipt, 
the Salaries given to the chief Perfons in each Department 
are in confideration of their pecuniary Refponfibility, and ol 
the Influence they ought to poflefs from their superior 
Station ; but they conceive that thefe Obfervations apply to 
few of the Instances in which Offices in this Department 
appear to have been converted into Sinecures ; nor are they 
aware of any Reafons for allowing fo many Perfons in inferior 
Situations to act by Deputy. Thefe Practices may have 
been functioned by ufage, but they are fo liable to abufe, 
and fo likely to produce a negligent or a corrupt Difcharge 
of Duty, that Your Committee are of Opinion they ought, 
except in very fpecial Cafes, to be difcontinued. 

Your Committee beg Leave alio to suggest the Propriety 
of fettling the Establishment of this Office upon a permanent 
Footing, fo that all regular Salaries may appear therein, in- 
ftead of being in Part inferted in the Bill for incidental 
Charges. Such Annual Allowances as are the proper Reward 
for extraordinary Trouble might ftill be left to the Difcre- 
tion of the Commiflioners under the Controul of the 
Treafury. 

With refpect to the Paffage of this Revenue from the 
Subject to the Exchequer, Your Committee find that the 
Receiver General pays into the Exchequer, on Wednefday 
in each Week, the Balance of the Account made up on the 
preceding Monday; the Country Distributors make their 
Remittances by Bills payable to the Receiver General, ufually 
at a Month's Date, and the Accumulation of Balances in their 
Hands is guarded againft, by the Instructions given them on 
entering into Office, by frequent Reference to their Accounts, 
as kept by the Comptroller, by Application by Letter from 
Time to Time to reduce their Balances, by occasionally 

with- 
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withholding Stamps from fuch as are remifs in their Pay- 
ments, by the Infpedtion and Report of proper Officers fent 
to examine the Stock of the Head and Under Diftributors 
in the different Diftridts, and from their own general Ac- 
counts, Debtor and Creditor, Annually exhibited upon 
Oath to the Commiffioners. 

It appears alfo, that the Head Diftributors give* Security 
to a large Amount, varying according to the Average Value 
of Stamps in their Hands. 

Your Committee are not- aware of any Improvement to be 
made under this Head, unlefs it mould be found practicable 
to fix a precife Period, very frequently recurring, at which 
Remittances fhould be made ; or the precife Amount of the 
Balance, which each Diftributor fhould not be allowed to 
exceed. As he pays in the firft Inflance all incidental Ex- 
pences, it feems necefiary that a Balance to a fmall Amount 
fhould be allowed to remain. 

The Head Diftributor of Stamps for Scotland makes his 
Remittances Monthly to the Receiver General in London ; 
and the Accounts fo made up, in which all the Money re- 
ceived at Edinburgh, and the Remittances from his Depu» 
ties in the Courfe of the Month, are entered, are ftated to be 
regularly tranimitted to the Board. 

Your Committee find that the Balance in the Hands of the 
Head Diftributor at Edinburgh, on the 5th of April 1797, 
was £. 8,994, and that the Average Amount of the Balance 
in his Hands on the Second of each Month, from January 
1796 to January 1797, was about £. 11,000. It is ftated 
by the Board as one of the Reafons why this Diftributor 
fhould be allowed to keep a larger Balance -f than can be 
wanted elfewhere, that the Office at Edinburgh is the general 
Place both of Receipt and Difburfement for that Part of the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom. But Your Committee conceive, that as the 
Monthly Balance above-mentioned is the Sum remaining in 
his Hands, after making not only all Monthly Remittances, 
but alfo all Monthly Payments (the Amount of which in 
Fifteen Months was only £. 10,252) the current Receipt of 
each Month muft be more than adequate to anfwer the 
Demands upon it, and the greater Part, if not the Whole, 
of the laid B lance is detained, without any fufficient Rea- 
fon, in the Hands of the Diftributor. This Practice has 
been fandtioned by 'long Ufage in this, as well as in other 
Branches of the Revenue collected in Scotland, but Your 
Committee fee no Ground for forming a different Opinion in 
this Inftance, from that which they have thought it their 
Duty to exprefs in fimilar Cafes. 

Your Committee find that the Diftributors in the Coun- 
try are paid by a Poundage of £. 5 per Cent, upon the 
Amount of their Remittances, which they are allowed to 
charge in their Annual Accounts; and that they allow 
£. i\ per Cent, to the Sub-diftributors, whom they appoint, 
and for whom they are anfwerable. The Poundage to the 
Head Diftributors appears to have been fixed at firft at i%d. 
in the Pound ; at which Rate it continued till 1758, when 
it was reduced to £. 5 per Cent, but in the Courie of that 
Year raifed to £. 6 per Cent. In 1765, the Commiffioners 
were required to confider of a further Reduction of Pound- 
age, in confequence of the feveral additional Duties; and 
upon their Report, it was reduced to £. 5 per Cent, with an 
Exception in favour of thofe whofe Collections did not ex- 
ceed £. 50 per Annum. The Amount of the Poundage 
paid to the Country Diftributors, from the lft of Auguft 
1764, to the jft of Auguft 1765, the Year antecedent to 
the lift Reduction, was £. 6,584 u. 3d. in the next Year 
it was reduced to £. 5,830, notwithftanding the addition^ 
Duties which had been impofed. Jn the Year ending the 

aft 
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ift of Auguft 1782, it amounted to £. 12,906 2J. *]\d. 
It is ftated by the Board, that in the Year 1783, on the 
Profpedt of a very great Increafe of Revenue, from the 
various new Duties impofed about that Time, many of the 
Diftricts, and iome not the moft extenfive, were divided, 
and additional Diftributors were appointed thereto by the 
Treafu/y, by which Increafe of Numbers the Advantage of 
the Office was very confiderably leffened to Individuals. And 
it is further ftated, that as fome of the Duties did not turn 
out well, and others were transferred within a Year to ano- 
ther Management, the Diftributors were in Fact put in a 
ftill worfe Situation. 

The Number of Diftributors then added was Nineteen, 
of which Four have been fince difcontinued, fo that the pre- 
fent Increafe is Fifteen j the whole Number is now, exclu- 
five of One at Dublin, Sixty-lix. The Sum divided be- 
tween them and the Sub-diftributors, in the Year ending the 
ift of Auguft 1796, was £. 34,530. $s. 3d. and to this Sum 
a further Addition will be made in confequence of the Stamp 
Duties impofed in the prefent Seflion. An Increafe of pecu- 
niary Refponfibility is indeed thrown upon the Head Dif- 
tributors, and fome additional Trouble muft be created by 
the great Addition to the Number of Articles which furnilh 
this Revenue ; but neither the one nor the other appear to 
bear an adequate Proportion to the Increafe of Emolument ; 
and Your Committee are decidedly of Opinion (in concur- 
rence with what is ftated by the Board, in anfwer to a 
Queftion tranfmitted to them) that proceeding upon the 
fame Principle of an extended Sale, upon which this Sort of 
Allowance has been revifed and modified from Time to 
Time, there can be no Reafon why the Profits thereon 
fl)ould not fuffer fome Abatement, with a due Attention to 
the Circumftances above-mentioned, and with the Exception 
of fuch Pcrfons whofe Collections do not exceed a certain 
Sum. 

Tho 
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The Poundage to the Sub-diflributors in Scotland is ndt, 
as in England, a Deduction from the Emoluments of tlhe 
Head Diftributor (at the Rate of £. z\ per Cent, out of 
the £. 5 per Cent, allowed them by Government) but as the 
Head Diftributor at Edinburgh is allowed no Poundage, it 
is paid by him to them, and charged as One of the Dif- 
burfements in his Account. It is ftated by the Board to be 
£.10 per Cent, and Your Committee concur in Opinion 
with them, that there does not feem to be a fufficient Rea- 
fon for continuing this Rate of Allowance at a Time when 
the State of the Country and the Amount of the Duties is 
fo materially changed from what it was when that Rate was 
firft fettled. 

Your Committee have annexed to this Report an Account 
of the Number of Holydays* (amounting to Fifty-Two) 
kept at the Stamp Office, together with the Reafons for the 
fame, as ftated by the Board ; and alfo an Account of the 
Emoluments received by each Officer in that Department 
from Penfions, Places, or other Employments under Go- 
vernment. 

July 19th, 1797. 

• Supplement (E.) 



SUPPLEMENT 



Supplement (A.) Report VI. 11 

STAMP OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT, 1796. 



OFFICERS. 



Commiffioners - - ■ 



Secretary - 
Receiver - 
Comptroller 
Secretary's Firft Clerk 

2d D° - . 

3d D° 
4 th D° 
5th D° . 
Receiver's Firft Clerk 

2d D° 

3d D° . 
4 th D° 

5th D° - - 
6th Do 
7th D° - 
8th D° 
Comptroller's Firft Clerk . - 
2d D° 
3d D» . 
4th D° 

5th D° - - 
. 6th D° 
7 th D<? - 
Correfpondent 

Examiner & Accountant Clcvk 

Affiftant to D° 
Solicitor 
Teller of Stamps 

Affiftant to the fame 
Clerk of the Securities 
Regifter of Warrants for 7 

Stamping - . j 

Affiftant to D° 
Warehoufe-keeper of Un- 7 

. ftamped Goods - - ) 

Affiftant to D1 



Names, and Salaries per Annum. 



James Bindley, Efq. 
John Byng, Efq. 
Everard Fawkener,Efq 
Charles Mellilh, Efq. 
Lewis Jenkins, Efq. 
John Brettell, Efq. 
Jofeph Smith 
Patrick Brvdone 
Charles E. Beresford 
Thomas Brown 
William Kappen 
William Ward 
John Brettell, Jun. 
George Thring 
John Tilby 
Leonard Huntingdon 
W. J. Rex 
James Wadmore 
Richard Green 
James Wilfon 
John Gearing 
John Lloyd 
Robert Thompfon 
J. Beck 
C. S. Llovd 
W. B. Rook 
M. Young 
E. Badger 
Richard Hale 
Benjamin Radcliffe 
William Griffin 
Edward Eftcourt 
C. E. Beresford 
T. C. Hudfori 
J. Royer 

William Allen 

P. Gloffop 

Thomas Hance 

J. Hunt 



} 



j 



£■ 

each 500 

- 3°° 

- 600 

- 400 

- 130 

- 7° 

each 60 

- 140 



c each 60 



1 



100 



each 60 



100 
100 

So 
100 
100 

5° 
100 

140 

10 

70 

50 



la Supplement (A.) Continued. 



OFFICER 



S. 



Warehoufe-keeperof Stamp 

ed Goods 
AfMant to D° 
Packer 

Infpeflor of Courts and Cor- f 
porations, and Riding Sur-^j 
veyors (3) . [ 

Infpe&or oi D°, within the 

Bills of Mortality 
AMiftant to the fame 
Houfe-keeper 
Diftributor for London 
Diftributor for Middlefex 
Supervifor of Stampers 
Deputy Supervifor of D° 



Stampers 



N 



iues, and Salaries per Annum. 



H. Harben 

George Brook 
Thomas Birch 
Thomas London 
Alexander Emerfon 
Samuel Mofman 

J. R. Bell 

W. R. Duill 
Juliana Forreft 
Francis Blackftone 
Samuel Bennett 
J. J. Reynal 
T. Lindley 
P. Gloffbp 
G. Saunders 
J. Nicholfon 
G. Andrews 
E. Royer 
E. Barker 
T. Cope 
E. Davis 
S. Crabb 
Jof. Hooper 
George Collins 
C. Mann 
John Hill 
John Barnes 
John Beardwell 
Thomas Luxmore . 
W. Cave 
J. Hughes 
W. Stuckey 
W. Wood 
L. Booth 
J. Twamley 
J. Wainman 
Thomas Marfhall 
J. Hedgeley 
Job. Allen 
Edwards 
i. Payne 
faac Ifles 



j 



£■ 

200 

100 
50 



each 100 



5o 
70 

5° 
200 
100 

10 



each so 
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OFFICERS. 



Stampers continued. 



Names, and Salaries per Annum. 



Rolling Prefs Printers 



Lavers and Takers of Paper 
on and from the 
Prefles 



Rolling ■ 



Wetters of Paper for the 7 
Rolling Preffes . i 
Rolling Prefs Officer 
Billman 

Additional Billman 

Regifter and Comptroller of 7 

the Apprentice Duty j 
Clerk to D° on D° 
Entering Clerk and Meffen- 7 

ger on D° - j 

Chamber-keeper 
Meilenger 
Porter 
Watchmen 

EnteringClerk of Cards &Dice 

Searchers and Surveyors of 
Cards and Dice 

D d 



J. A May 
Jofeph Weft 
F. Copeland 
Robert White 
Luke Weft 
William Mayne 
Thomas Lindley 
Robert Clement 
Thomas Andrews 
Daniel Williams 
John Richards 
William Lanfley 
Jofeph Atkins 
William Bond 
bamuel Walker 
Thomas Hart 
W. Woollafton 
John Woolley 
Edward Williams 
John Harwood 

R. Am, John Banks, 
W. Holmes, C. Barrer, 
J. Thynne, S. Smith, & 
L. Malherbe, 
John Fenn 
John Frafer 
Edward Mannan 
George Norman 
Edward Tanner 

L. Vigoureux 

J.Coldicoate 

John Hart - , 

Richard King 
Stephen Smith 
John March 
J. Lucas. T. Seabrook, 
William Pritchard 
John Farrer 

Tho. Field, J. Dupont, 
E. Crofs, John Powel 
lA. Bulgin, J. Linftead 
[William Hewitt 



>■ each 50 



) 



each 55 



■ each 50 
^ each 50 



- 5° 

- 5° 

- 5° 

- 150 

- 5° 
. 30 

- 50 

- 3° 

- 40 

each 30 

- 5° 
. 60 

each 45 



ft 
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OFFICERS. 



Marker of Dice 
Regifter of Pamphlets 
Afliftant to D° 
Infpeftors of Gaming Houfes 
and Venders of Cards 
Dice, and Pamphlets 
Storekeeper and Regifter of 
Hat and Glove Licences, 
and Labels 
AfTiftant to D° on Hat Duty 
Afliftant to D° on Glove Duty 
Clerk to D° on Hat Duty ■ 
Clerk to D° on Glove Duty . 
Packer and Meffenger to D° ) 
on Hat Duty . J 

Regifter of Horfe Dealers and \ 
Pawnbrokers Licences J 
Infpeftor of Plate Duty 
Regifter of Certificates fur } 
killing Game . J 

Afliftant to D° 
General Accountant of the 

Duties 1784 
Rolling Prefs, &c. Ware- 

houfe-keeper 
Regifter and Diftributor of 

Perfumery Labels 
Afliftant to D» 
Clerk to D° 



Nam es, and Salaries per Annum. 



Infpe&ors 
Houfes 



of Perfumers 



1 



Thomas Major 
Hirons Claridge 
Lionel Booth 
Francis Blackftone 
George Harris 
A. Bulgin 

Charles Blachley 

George Reynolds 
W. Farthing- 
Richard Knubley 
James Walfh 

John Caw Hon 

Francis Leighton 
William Harris 
Francis Townend 
W. T^Dickerfon 
J. Johnfon 

C. B. Wood 



f 



Charles Blachley 

J. Andrews 
Francis Ford 

Will. Palkin, S. Pohl, 
John Gray, D. Berry, 
T.WilkinfonJ.Chumbley 



1 



- 50 

- 80 
. 20 

each 20 



- 

- 80 

- 80 

- 60 

- 60 

- 5° 

- 100 

- 7° 

- 7° 
. 60 

■ 120 

- 100 

- 100 

" 70 

- 60 

each 50 



Stamp Office, 
Uth July, 1797. 



An 
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An ACCOUNT of the preterit Eftablifhment of the Stamp 
Office; fpecifying the feveral Officers employed under it, the 
Duty of each Officer, and the Salaries. 



Officers. 



Commiffioners < 



Secretary 



His Firft Clerk 
2d Do. 
3d Do. 
4th Do. 
s th Do. 

Receiver - 



Hi's Firft Clerk 
2d Do. 
3d Do. 



4th Do. 
5th Do. 
6th Do. 
7th Do. 
8th Do. 
9th Do. 



Names. 



James Bindley, Efq. 
John Byng, Efq. - - 
Everard Fawkener, Efq. 
Lewis Jenkins, Efq. 
W. R. Spencer, Efq. - 

John Brettell, Efq. 



Cha. Edw. Bcresford 
Thomas Brown 
William Kappen 
William Ward 
John Bretttl, Junr. 

Jofeph Smith, Efq. 





£■ 


George Thring 


Ann. Salary 140 


John Tiiby 


60 


Lcond. Huntington 


60 


William John Rex 


60 


James Wadmore 


60 ' 


Richard Green 


60 


James Wiifou 


60 


John Gearing 


60 


George Norman 


60 


Dd 1 





Duty of each Officer — .and Salaries. 



General Care and Superintend- 
ence of the Revenue, for which 
Purpofe the Board meet every Day, 
except Hoiydays. — By His Ma- 
jefty's Letters Patent ; during 
>Pleafure. 

Salary £ .600 per Annum each 
— free from Taxes. N B. The 
Firft Commiflioner refides in the 
Offi-c, and is allowed Coals and 
Candles. 



To attend the Daily Meetings of 
the Board for the dilciiarging of all 
fuch Bufinefs, wherein the Commif- 
fioners fhall have occafion to employ 
a Secretary. 

Sahry £.300 per Annum (out of 
which he pays Taxes) 



Ann. Salary 130' 

70 
60 
60 



To execute the 
Bufinefs of the Se- 
« cretary's Office. — 
Appointed by the 
60 J Secretary. 

Has the whole Care of the Rrre ; 
and Payment belonging to thia Re- 
venue. Salary 600 per Annum 
(out of which he pays Taxes) 



To execute the 
Bufinefs of the 
Receiver's Office 
— appointed by 
the Receiver. 



Comptroller 
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Offic 



Comptroller. 



Comptroller's 
Firft Clerk. 
2d Ditto 
3d Diito 
4th Ditto 
5th Ditto 
6th Ditto 
7th Ditto 

Correfpondent 



Names. 



Patrick Brydone, Efq. 



- John Lloyd 

- Robert Thompfon 
Chs. Serle Lloyd 
Wm. B. Rook 
M. Young 
Ed. Badger 
Jas. Ainllie 

Richard Hale 



Examiner and"] 
Accountant > 
Clerk - J 

His Aifilhnt - 



Solicitor 



Teller of Stamps 
His AfMant - 



Clerk of the\ 
Securities. / 



Benj. RadcIifFe 
Wm. Griffin 

Ed. Eftcourt, Efq. 



Chas. Ed. Bercsford 
Tho. Cha. Hudfon 



Jas. Roy en 



Duty of each OiTicer — and Salaries. 



To infpefr, examine, and controul 
the Yeveral Accounts of this Revenue, 
as well at the Hc.ul Office as of all the 
Receivers, Collectors, and other Offi- 
cers in the various Departments thereof. 

Annual Salary £. 400 (out of which 
he pays Taxes.) 



Ann. Salary ioo~\ 

~\ ' I To execute the 

I liufinefs of the 
VEach - A* Vtbiriptroller'sOffice 



— appointed by the 
Comptroller. 



By Treafury Warrant; during Plca- 
fure. Salary £. 100 per Annum. 



£. ~\ To examine all 
Ann. Salary 100 | Accounts previous to 
)-their being delivered 
the Comp- 



1 ' 

0] Ac 

)-the 
50 over to 
J troller. 



To carry on Law Profecutions. 
Salaiy £. 100 per Annum. 

i 

Ann. Salary 100 \ To tell over, be- 
50 J" fore and after {lamp- 
ing, all Vellum, Parchment, and Pa- 
per ordered by the Commilfioners to be 
delivered by the Warebouf-keeper of 
unftamped Goods to the Warehoufc- 
keepers of the Stamp and Rolling Prefs 
Waiehoufes — to enter the Stamping 
Warrants — to make out Tickets for 
each Article to be damped — and to 
keep an Account thereof in Books for 
that Purpofc. 

To enquire into the Circumftances 
of all Pcrfons propofed for Sureties to 
Diftributors of Stamps, and other Offi- 
cers in this Revenue — and to fill up the 
requifite Bond. Salary £.100 

Regifter 



Supplement (B.) — Continued. if 



Officers, 



Regifter of 
Warrants for 
Stampii g 
His. Alfiuant 



} 



Warehoufe- ~| 
kecp-r of un- > 
ftamptii Goods J 
His Alliftant 



Warehoufe- "1 
keeper of ttam- - 
ped Goods 
His Alliftant 



Packer 



Infractors of 
Court? and Cor- 
porations, and 
Riding Surveyors 
(3) 



Infpector of 
Ditto within the 
Bills of Mortality 
His Alliftant 



Names. 



Wm. Allen 

Peter Gloffop 



Duty of each Officer— and Salaries. 



Thomas Hancc 
John Hunt 

Henry Harbcn 
George Brooke 

Fras. Schmitt 



Thomas London 
■ Alex. Emerfon 
. Sampfon Moffman 

James Richard Bell 
Wm. Rt. Duill 



Ann. Salary 140") To copy all War- 
grants, ordering Vel- 
io J lum, Parchment, and 
Paper to be delivered by the Ware- 
houfekcepcr of unftamped Goods to the 
Teller of Stamps for the Supply of the 
Two Warehoufes —and alfo the War- 
rants iffued out by the Receiver General 
for Goods brought to be ftamped for 
Ready Money. 

Ann. Salary 70 ■» To keep a fufficicnt 
Utock of Vellum, 
50 J Parchment, and Paper 
for the Supply of the Two Warehoules. 



Ann. Salary ioo~\ Tokeepconftant- 
>ly in Readinefs a . 
100 J fuffieicnt Stock of 
Stamped Vellum, Parchment, and Paper 
of all Sorts, to furnifh the Head Dif- 
tributors of the feveral Counties. 



To tell all the ftamped Goods which 
come into the Warehoufe, and to pack, 
them up when configned to the Dif- 
tributors. Salary £■ 50. 

To infpeft the federal Distributors 
Stocks of Stamped Vellum, Parch- 
ment, and Paper, and afo the Prero- 
gative Borough, Corporation, and other 
Courts, to fee whether the Proceedings 
therein be entered on the requifite 
Stamps. Annual Salary £. 100 each. 

£■ 

Ann. Salary too") To examine the 
/•Accounts of all fuch 
50 J as have licenced 
Books for making Entries, without 
Stamps, and to certify to the Commif- 
fioners from Time to Tim* what ap- 
pears to be due from fuch Entries— 
alfo to examine whether the Records 
and Entries in the feveral Courts and 
Offices are duly made on proper Stamps, 
likewife to draw out Warrants for the 
Allowance of new Stamps, in lieu of 
fuch as the Board Ihall think fit to cancel. 

Houfe- 
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Officers. 



Houfekeeper 



Diftributor for 
London 



Diftributor for 
Middlefex - 



Supervifor 
Stampers. 

Deputy Super 
vifor of Ditto . 



or 




Stampers (46.) 
(at £. 50 each.) 



Juliana Forreft 



>Fras. Blackftone 



■Samuel Bennett 



} J. J. Reynal - 
j- Thomas Lindley 



Duty of each Officer— and Salaries. 



To fee every Morning, that the Ser. 
vants clean all the particular Offices, 
and to take Care that the Watchmen 
come on Duty in due Time, at the 
Clofe of each Day's Bufinefs ; and that 
every Office is (hut up and left with 
Safety from Fire 4c. Alfo to infpefr 
the Tradefmen's Work, and their re- 
fpeftive Bills. Annual Salary £. 70. 

To keep a Stock of Stamped Vellum 
Parchment and Paper, at the Head 
Office, for the Supply of the Public 

Annual Salary £ 50. 

To keep a Stock of (lamped Vellum, 
Parchment, and Paper, for the Service 
of his Diftrift. Annual Salary /. 200. 
and an Allowance of £. 50 per Annum, 
for granting Hair Powder Certificates. 



£■ 

Ann. Salary 100 



To fee that the 
^Stampers and Roll- 

10 I' n S VtcCs 0rncers 
J punctually attend 
their refpeftive Duties, and' that the 
Stampers take in and deliver back al] 
Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, (lamp- 
ed according to the Warrants iffued out 
from the Offices of the Receiver and 
Comptroller. ► 



Peter Gloflop 
Edw. Rover 
Edward Davis 
George Collins 
John Barnes 
William Cave 
W. Wood 
J«ihn Wainman 
Job Allen 
Ifaac Ifles 
F. Copeland 
W. Mayne 
T. Andrews 
W. Lanfley 

S. Walker 



George Sanders 
Ed w. Barker 
mucl Crabb 
Chrift. Mann 
John Bcardwell 
John Hughes 
Lionel Booth 
T. Marfliall 
R. Edwards 
J. A. May 
R. White 
T. Lindley 
D. Williams 
J. Atkins 
T. Hart 

One vacant 



John Nicholfon 
Thomas Cope 
Jofeph Hooper 
John Hill 
Tho. Luxmore 
W. Stuckey 
John Twalmley 
James Hedgley 
Henry Payne 
Jofeph Weft 
L. Weft 
R. Clement 
J. Richards 
William Bsnd 
W. Woollailon 



ra 



VZ 



\ 



c 

^* D-i 

* 6 
o 



Rolling 
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Officers. 




Rolling Prefs 
Printers 



Layers and 
Takers of Paper 
on and from the 
Rolling PrelTes. 



Wetters of Pa- 
pers for the Rol- 
ling Prefles 

Rolling Prefs 
Officer 



Billmen 



Regifter and 
Comptroller o 
the Apprentic 
Duty 



His Cleik - 

Entering Clerk 
and MefTenger - 



Chamber-keeper 



John Woolley 
John Harwood 
One vacant 
A. Dackombe 
W. Morgan 
C. Turner 
R. Rhodes 
H. Johnfton 
R. Deane 

("Richard A<h 
I J. Banks 
1 W. Holmes 
•< C. Barren 
I J. Thynne 
I S. Smith 
IjL. Malherbe 



-J 



{ 
} 

{ 

Hi 

J Y Lewis 



John Fenn 
John Frafer 

Robert Wilfon ■ 

Ed. Tanner 
Edw. Lockwood 



Vigoreux 



John Coldecoale 
j- John Hart 



Richard King 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



Each - £.SS' I To (lamp News- 
I papers and Alma- 
! nacks — Alfo Labels 
^•for Cards, Medi- 
cines, and Perfu- 
mery, and Hat Lin- 
ings. 



Each 



5° 



Annual Salary £. 50 each. 



} 



Annual Salary £. 50 each 



To fct out the above Work for each 
particular Prefs. Annual Salary £. 30. 

To prefent for Acceptance all Bills 
remitted by the Country Diftributors.— 
Annual Salary £. 50. 

To regifter the Date of every Inden- 
ture, the Trade, Names, and Places 
of Abode of the Parties, the Term for 
which the Apprentice is bound, the 
Sums inferted, and the Duty of Pound- 
age paid thereon. Annual Salary 
£■ »5°- 

Ann. Salary 50. 

To fetch from the feveral Inns, the 
Indentures fent up by the Country Dif- 
tnbutors ; to give an Account thereof 
to the Commiliioncrs, and, when they 
are regiftered and ftamped, to deliver 
them at the faid Inns, in order to their 
being returned to the Diftributors, they 
wire rcccivtd from. Salary j£. 30. 

To take Care that all Things be in 
Order in the CommifTioners Room on 
Board Days, and to attend during their 
fitting. Annual Salary £. 50. 

Meflinger 
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Officers. 



Meflenger 



Porter 



Names. 



Stephen Smith 



John Maich 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



Watchmen 



-{ 



Entering Clerk 
of Cards and 
Dice 

Searchers and' 
Surveyors of I 
Cards and 
Dice 



Ditto 



John Lucas 
Thomas Seabrook 



j-Samuel Pritchard 

Thomas Field - 
John Diipont 
Edw. Orofl 
John Powell 
Abm.Bulgin 
James Linllead - 
Win. Hewitt 



-J 



Marker of Dice 

Alfo Engraver of 
Stamps - 



John Farrer 



■Thcrnaa Major -■ 



To attend the Commilfioners during 
rheir Sitting, and to fetch and carry 
Letters from and to the Poft Office. — 
Annual Salary £. 30. 



To attend in the Stamp Ware- 
houfe, in order to carry out the Goods, 
which (hall be cenfigned to rhe Dif- 
tributors, to the proper Inns — to 
weigh all the Parcels, and to take a 
R.ectipt from the Carriers of the Deli- 
very thereof. Annual Salary £. 40. 

On Working Days to be alternately 
.n the Office before Two o'Clcck. and 
to remain on Duty until the nectffary 
Women come the next Morning. 

On Sundays and H >lydays, One to 
be in his Place at Eight o 'Clock in the 
Morning precifcly. Nightly to report 
to the Houfckccper, that all is fafe and 
quiet. Annual Salary £. 30. 

To keep an Account of all the 
Cards and Dice made. Salary £. 50. 

To attend the leveral Card Makers, 
and to cnclofc every Pack of Playing 
Cards in Damped Jtws and Labels.-t 
And one of them to keep an Account 
f the Cards made for Exportation, and 
to attend at the Cuftora Houfe to fee 
them duly entered Mid fliipped there. 
Annua! Salary £. 45. each. 

To furvey the Stock of the feveral 
Card Makers in the different Stages of 
marking, till the Cards are feparittcd 
tor Home Cor.fomption and for Ex.. 
portation, and then to keep an Ac- 
count of the firft Sort. Salary £. 60. 

To mark all Playing Dice, and other 
Th ings which come under that Duty. 

To engrave all the Dies and Copper 
Plates uled in the Service of the Re- 
venue, to examine all Stamps brought 
to the Office to be cancelled, and to at- 
tend Trials' relating to Counterfeit 
Stamps. Annual Salary £. 50. 

Rctnfter 
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Officers. 




Regifter 
Pamphlets 
His Alfiftant 



of 



Infpe£tor of 
Gaming Honfe; 
and Venders of 
Cards, Dice, and 
Pamphlets. 

Regifter of Hat 
Licences and La- 
bels 

Alfiftant to Do. 
Clerk to Do. - 
Packer and 
MefTenger 



Regifter ol 
Horfe - Dealers 
and Pawn -Bro- 
kers' Licences - 

Infpe£lor of 
Plate Duty 



Regifter of 
Certificates for 
killing Game 
His Affiftant 

General Ac 
countant of the 
Duties, 1784. 



Rolling Prefs, 
&c. Warehoufe- 
keeper 



J>Hirons Claridge 
Lionel Booth 



Fras. Blackftone 
. George Harris 
Abm. Bulgin 



1 



Chas. Blachley 



Geo. Reynolds 
Richard Knubley 

Cawlton 




Fras. Townend 



W. T. Dickenfon 
|.John Johnfton 

1 Charles B. Wood 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



a c 1 o 1 To keep an Ac- 
Ann. Salary 80 [. ount £ ^ Dutjes 

20 J paid for Newfpapers, 
Almanacks, P-tmphlets, and Adver- 
cifements. Alio to tell over and can- 
cel the Return of Almanacks not fold. 



.Annual Salary £. 20 each. 



To iflue Licences 
Ann. Salary 150 I to the Retailers of 
I Hats — to enier the 
80 y Warrants for ftam- 
60 



50 



ping the Hat Lin- 
ings on Credit, and 
to make up the Ac- 
counts of the refpeflive Dealers every 
Six Months, in order to afcertain the 
Amount each is to pay in. 



-Annual Salary £. 100. 



To inlpett the Entries of Gold and 
Silver Plate allayed by the Gohll'mith's 
Company of London — to fee that the 
Duty is regularly chaiged — and to re- 
port an Account thereof to the Com- 
miflioners. Annual Salary £. 70. 

Ann. Salary £ .70. L fc 5$ki$tt«K 
g o I Employments. 

To examine the Accounts of the 
new Duties 1784, and of thole granted 
fince, previous to their being delivered 
over to the Comptroller. 

Annual Salary £. 120. 

To kesp confhntlv in Readinefs a 
fulHcient Stock of the Articles re- 
quired by the new Duties from 1783, 
for the Supply of the Dep rtments at ' 
the Head Office, and the Diftnbutors 
in the country. Salary £■ 100. 

E e Regifter 
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Officers. 




Rtrgiiter and 
Diftiibutor of 
Peifu.iery Li 
cences, and La- 
bels 
Artiftant to Do 
Clerk to Ditto • 



Infpecrors of 
PeifumersHoufes 



Regifter of 
Peifonal Legacy 
Duty 

Aflifhnt to Do. 
Clerk to Do. - 



! 



Charles Elachley 



Jon. Andrews 
Fras. Fold 

•W. Pafkin 

Sam. Pohl 

J. Gray 

David Berry 

Thos. Wilkinfon 
• Jof. Chumbley 



jCharles Price 

W. R. Duill 
Anthony Jenkins 



Duty of each Officer— and Salaries. 



ITo grant Li- 
cences to the Ven- 
ders in London, 
and neighbouring 
Villages, and to 
fupply them with 
ftamped Labels. ' 

To infpecl and examine the feveral 
Shops of Peifnmei s, within the Cities 
of London and Weftminfter, and the 
Environs thereof, to fee whether the 
Articles on Sale are properly (tamped, 
and if not, then to affix the Paper 
Tickets thereon — An Account of 
which they report Weekly to the 
Commiflioners. 



Ann. Salary 2co 




OFFICERS in NORTH-BRITAIN. 



Comptroller 

Ditto - 

Head Diftri 
butor and Col 
le£lox 

Ditto 

Diftributor 



:} 



and 



JJiltributor ") 
or Edinburgh > 
Jid Leith - J 

Ditto • 

Solicitor . 

Infpeftor . 



George Duncan 
For Clerks 

Alexander Menzies 

For Clerks 

Jas. Baillie 

For a Clerk , 
Geo. Buchan - 
William Dunbar 



Ann. Salary 190' 
.80 

- 260 



Explained by the 
120 ">. Titles of their Enw 
ployunents, 



30 
100 
100 



STAGE 
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Officers. 



Names. 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



STAGE COACH AND DILIGENCE DUTIES. 



Principal Col- 
lettor for the Ci- 
tiesof London, and 
Weftminfter, and 
County of Mid 
dlefex 

Aflirtant and 
Deputy to Ditto 



Clerks to Ditto 



Examiner and 
AccountantClerk 

Diftributorand 
Regifter of Tick 
ets for Miles and 
Time, for the Ci 
ties of London, & 
Weftminfter, and 
County of Mid- 
dlefex 

Afliftant to Ditto 

Principal Sur- 
veyor &■ Infpeftor 
of Carriageswith- 
in the Cities of 
Londonand Weft- 
minfter, andwith- 
in Three Miles 
thereof 

Affiftants to Ditto 

Travelling Sur- 
veyor&Infpeftor 

Secretary's Clerk 

Rolling Prefs Of- 
ficers 

Watchman » 



I 

>]. Lifter 



Hern 



{ 



S. T. Wood 
W. Lifter 
L. J. Pouchee 



}R. 



Conftable 



►G. Forrefter 

1 

J 

J. Calvert 



>-F. Blackftone 



{H. Morton 
T. Wigley 

^R. Sumpter 

E. B. Price 



{ 



J. Watts 
G. Wilfon 



J. Bullman. 



} 



} 



Ann. Salary iSo~\ 



100 



Each • 70 



130 



Each 



g Q Explained by khe 
y Titles of their Em- 
ployments. 



70 



70 



- 5° 
1 jo J 

• 69 

■ 50 
• 50 

30 



FIRE, 
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Officers. 



Infpeftor of In- 
furanceOffice-; - 
Alliftant to Ditto 



Names. 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



FIRE INSURANCE DUTY OFFICERS 

Bccket 



}» 

M. D. Tcrcival 



c , . 1 To examine the 
Ann.Sabry^. ,oo U ooksof the Fire 

5oJlnfurance Offices 
within the Cities of London and Weft- 
minfter, or within Five Miles thereof — 
and to make a Charge on the Directors 
for the Duty received. 



LOTTERY OFFICERS. 



Receiving Clerks 
Regifterof Tickets 
Entering Cleiks 



Stamper 
Watchman 

Infpeftor of Lot- 
tery Offices - 



{Geo. Thring 
John Tilby 
T- Coxhead 
J J. Murray 
L \V. Norman 



H. Andrews 
J. Hickford 

]-Thos. Wood 



Ann. Salary 8o~\ To receive the Duty 
- 70 j for the 2d. Stamps im- 
80 >preffed on the Shares 
60 I of Tickets, which are 
60J depofited with the 
Receiver General, and to enter an Ac- 
count thereof in Books kept for that 
Purpofe. 

- - 50 

- - 30 . f .. , 

To fee that the Lottery Office Keep- 
ers take out Licences — and to prevent 
illegal Infurances as much as poflible. — 
An Allowance of £. 400. 



OFFICER FOR LICENCED RECEIPT BOOKS. 

Infpeftor - -iD. Hcnderibn - . To examine the Books of the feveral 

Perfuns licenced by the Commiffioners, 
parfuant to Aft of Parliament, to take 
Kcccipts therein without Stamps — to 
receive the Duty due on the faid En- 
tries, and to pay the fame into the Re- 
1 ccipt of the Revenue. Salary £. 50. 



RegifUr and Dif- 
tributor of Me- 
dicine Licences 
and Labels 

Alliftant to Do. - 



MEDICINE DUTY OFFICE. 



►Thos. Matthews 



J. E. Watfort 



Ann. Salary £. 100 



70 



To grant Li- 
cences to the 
Dealers, and to 
^•keep a Supply of 
ftamped Labels 
, for the Service of 
j the Public. 

DISTRIBUTORS 
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Officers. 



Names. 



Duty of each Officer — and Salaries. 



DISTRIBUTORS OF HAIR POWDER CERTIFICATES IN TOWN. 
At the Head Office Jon. Andrews - - Ann. Salary 130. 



For the Weft- 
minfter Diftrift 



For the City of 
London Diftrift 

For the Tower 
Hamlets Dif- 
trift - - 

For the Clerken- 
well Diftrift - 



Regifter of Hair 
Powder Certi 
ficates 

His Afliftant 



^■Charles Blachley 



Webr. Gillman 



Geo. Leekey 



^■Thomas Stirling 

|m. E. Sherwill 
Vacant 



Mr. Blachley, £. 50 for an Office at 
Spring Garden — and an Office in Vere 
Street, free of Rent ; Taxes for both 
paid by the Commiflioners — An Al- 
lowance of Coals and Candles for the 
Offices. 

Mr. Gillman. — Rent and Taxes for 
Office in Lombard Street, paid by the 
Commilfioners. 

Mr. Leekey— Rent and Taxes for 
Office in Well-clofe Square, paid by 
the Commiffioners. 

Mr. Stirling's Office is kept at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Peace for 
the County of Middlefex, on Clerken- 
well Green. 

Ann. Salary £. 80 
60 



SEA POLICY OFFICE. 



Diftributorof Sea 
Policy Stamps 
Deputy to Ditto 

Regifter of War- 
rants for Sea 
Policy Stamps 

Deputy to Ditto 

Keeper of the 
Credit Ledger 

Keeper of the 
Cam Ledger 

Clerks to the 
Diftributor of Sea 
Policy Stamps - 

MelTenger - - 



}W. H. Hart 
J. C. Cogan 

l J. J. Baffett 
F. Green 

^A. Dundas 
j.B.Muffon 



\ 



T. S. Beresford 
W. Mercer - 



W. Wingate 



Ann. Salary £. 300^ 
150 

125 

100 



Explained by the 
100 y Titles of their 
Employments. 



80 
80 

4oj 



Th«, 
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That in anfwer to the further Order of the Committee, dated 
the 2(1 May, we beg Leave to add the following Account of the 
Emoluments received by any Officer of this Revenue, from Pen- 
fions, or Places, or other Employments under Government. 



Names. 



Joh..Byng, Efq, 
J. Smith, Efq. 



P. Brydone, Efq 

Edward Badger 
E.Eftcourr, Efq, 
James Royer 

William Allen 

W. R. Duill 



Situations in the Stamp 
Office. 



A Commiffioner 



Receiver 



Comptroller 

Comptroller's 5th Clerk 
Solicitor 

Clerk of the Securities 



Regifter of Warrants 
for Itarnping 



Afliftant to the In 
fpeftor of Courts and 
Corporations within the 
Bills of Mortality. 

Alio Affiftant to the 
RegilU-r of the Peribnal 
Legacy Duty. 



Penfions, Places, or other 
Employments under Government. 



Has, for his Superintendence of the 
Barracks at KnighUbridge, an Allow- 
ance of ioj. per Diem — knows of no 
other Emolument. 

Is Agent for the Out Penfioners of 
Chelfea Hofpital, with a Salary of 
1,000/. per Annum, and an Allowance 
of is. per Pound for each Penfioner 
paid at Chelfea, &c. amounting to 574/. 
Out of the Firft, he pays a Deduction 
of is. in the Pound, and Salaries to 
Clerks and Agents in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, to the Amount of 
674/. which leaves a Net Salary to the 
Agent of 900/. per Annum.— Alio 
Government Agent for Newfoundland, 
with a Salary of 100/. per Annum. 

Has a Patent Place in the Cuftoms 
at Briftol. — Annual Salary 3 il. IJJ. \d. 
with Fees, which vary from 260/. to 
370/. a Year. 

Is one of His Majefty's Gentlemen 
Penfioners, with a Salary of 7$/. per 
Annum, by Purchafe. 

Receiver General for the County of 
Monmonth, under the CommifRoners 
for the Affiirs of Taxes. 

Has Allowances at the Treafury of 
300/. and 200/. per Annum. 

Is a Commiffioner of the Lottery, 
with a Salary of 146/. 5;. per Annum. 

Has an Emolument of \os. per Day, 
during his Attendance, as One of the 
Governors and Directors of the Royal 
Hofpital at Greenwich. 

Receives from His Majefty's Com- 
miffioners of Excife the Sum of 50/. per 
Annum ; being a Comper.fation for 
the Lofs of his Office as Afliftant Clerk 
in the Wine Licence Office, when the 
Duty was removed from the Manage- 
ment of the Commiffioners of Stamps. 

Alfo receives from the Managers and 
Directors of the State Lottery a Dail^ 
Allowance, amounting to 125/. per 
Annum, for figuring and examining 
the Tickets. 
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Nifhes. 



F. Blackftone • 



Edward Royer - 

J. Hooper 
Lionel Booth 

Robert White - 

Chris. Turner 

John Lucas 
Edward Crofs 

A. Bulgin 
Thomas Major 



Situations in the Stamp 
Office. 



Diftributor of Stamps 
for London. 

Alio an Infpe&or of 
Gaming Houfes, and 
Venders of Cards, Dice, 
and Pamphlets. 

And Principal Sur 
veyor and Infpeftor of 
Carriages (with refpecl 
to the Stage Coach and 
DiligenceDuties)within 
the Cities of London and 
Weftminfter, and within 
3 Miles thereof. 
A Stamper 



Ditto 



Ditto 

Alfo Afliftant to thi 
Regifter of Pamphlets. 



A Stamper 



A Rolling Prefs Printer 



A Watchman 

A Searcher and Sur- 
veyor of Cards and Dice, 



A Searcher and Sur- 
veyor of Cards and Dice 
Alfo an Irtfpeflor of 
Gaming Houfes, and 
Venders of Cards, Dice, 
and Pamphlets. 
Marker of Dice 

Alfo Engraver of 
Stamps. 



Penlions, Places, or other 
Employments under Government. 



Receives an Emolument of 140/. 
per Annum, from aPlaceintheCuftoni 
tioufe. — Land, and all other Taxes, 
are deducted 



Receives from the Managers and 
Directors of the State Lottery a Daily 
Allowance, amounting to 77/. 10s. 
per Annum, for examining and check- 
ing the Tickets. 

Is a King's Melfenger, with a Sala- 
ry of 60/. per Annum, and Board 
Wages when on Duty. 

Receives 14/. per Annum from the 
Poftmafter General, for keeping a Re- 
ceiving Office, for Letters, at No. 14, 
Duke Street, Portland Place. 

Receives from the Managers and 
Directors of the State Lottery an Al- 
lowance of 5s. per Day for his At- 
tendance at Guildhall during the 
Drawing of the Lottery. 

Was a Coaft Surveyor at the Cuftom 
Houfe — is now on the Superannuated 
Lift, with an Allowance of Sixteen 
Guineas a Year. 

Receives 10/. per Annum, at the 
Hawkers and Pedlars Office, for 
(lamping the Licences. 

Keeps an Office at Teddington, 
under the Poftmafter General, for 
receiving Letters ; the Emoluments 
from which has never exceeded 125. 
per Annum. 

Receives a Salary as Afliuaiit Office 
Keeper at the Foreign Department of 
the Secretary of Sute'i Office, which, 
for the I eft Year, was 100/. but does 
not exptct to retain the Place. 

Receive 1 a Salary of 50/. per Annum, 
fubjeft to Taxes, as Hts Majefty's 
Chief Engraver. 

George 
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Names. 


Situations in the Stamp 
Office. 


Penfions, Places, or other 
Employments under Government. 


George Harris - 

James Walfh - 

J. Fimer, Efq. 
w .j acKlon jiMq . 


An Infpe&orof Gam- 
ingHoui'es, and Venders 
of Cards, Dice, and 
Pamphlets. 

Late Clerk to the 
Storekeeper of Glove 
Licences and Labels. 

"J Joint Diftributors of 
>Stamps for the Excife. 


Receives a Salary of 300/. per An- 
num, as a Clerk in the Office for 
auditing the Public Accounts. 

Has a Situation under the Duke of 
Portland, of a confidential but tempo- 
rary Nature, with a Salary of 100/. 
per Annum. 

Secretary to the Commiffioners of 
Excife. 

A Cominiflioner of Excife. 

N. B- The Commiffioners of Stamps 
not having received any Anfwer from 
thefe Gentlemen to the Application 
made to them, in purfuance of the Or- 
der of the Committee, are unable to 
make a more fpecial Return. 



That, in Anfwer to the laft Order of the Committee, dated the 
nth of May, we certify ; 

That the Office is always open, except Holydavs, from Half 
after Eight o'Clock in the Morning till Two, arid occafionally 
alfo on Holydays, when the Public Bufinefs requires it. 

That the Official Attendance is alfo Daily, in moft of the De- 
partments, and where that is not neceffary, from the Nature of the 
Employment, the Officers attend Twice, Thrice, or as often in 
the Week as OccaGon demands. 

And the Duty required to be performed in each Office is duly 
executed, either by the Principals, Deputies, or Clerks therein, 
according to the Nature of the feveral Employments, and agreeably 
to the eltabliflied L'fage and Cuftom of die Revenue under our 
Care. 

Stamp Office, 
2zd May, 1797. 
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EXAMINATION of James Bindley, Efq. Commiffioner of 
Stamp Duties; taken the 12th Day of June, 1797. 

0. HOW are the Diftributors in the Country paid ? — A. By a 
Poundage of £. 5 per Cent, on the Amount of their Remittances, 
which Poundage they retain in their own Hands, and charge in 
their Annua] Accounts. The original Poundage, in 1694, was 
£. 7{ per Cent, it was reduced to £. 5 per Cent, about 1765 or 
1766. The Head Diftributor is alone accountable to the Office for 
the Whole ot the Duties received. He is obliged to employ a 
great Number of Sub-diftributors, to whom he allows 2\ per 
Cent, and for all whom he is anfwerable. 

Q. What is the Difcount allowed in London ? — A. It is fixed 
by Aft of Parliament at £ . 2 per Cent, to each Perfon who takes 
Stamps to the Amount of £. 10 and upwards. 

Q. What Proportion of the Revenue arifes in London, and in 
the Country? — A. About Half in London. 

0. To whom do the Head Diftributors in the Country remit the 
Money they receive ? — A. To the Board, by Bills payable to the 
Receiver General; generally at a Month's Date; from fome Places 
Bills cannot be got under Forty Days Date. 

0. Do they give Security ? — A- Yes, to a large Amount, vary- 
ing according to the Average Value of Stamps in their Hands. 

Q. How are the Accounts of the Head Diftributors parted ? — 
A. Thev are Annually tranfmitted upon Oath. 

Q. How frequently are Remittances made by the Country 
Diftributors? — //. No fta ted Rule — they are directed to remit as 
foon as their Receipts are worth remitting. 

Q. How frequently are Payments made into the Exchequer by 
the Receiver General ? — A. Weekly — on a Wednefday the Balance 
of the Account made up on the Monday is paid into the Ex- 
chequer. 

Q Is the Collector of the Stamp Duties in Scotland as much 
under the Controul of the Board as the Head Diftributors of 
Englifh Diftri&s ? — A. He is on the fame Footing in every Re- 
fpecL except that he is paid by Salary inftead of Poundage, which, 
on Account of the Extent of his Diftridr, would be exceffive. 
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Commissioners Return to Oucftions propofed to them by an 
Order of the Select Committee on Finance, &c. dated Martis 
4 0 die Julii, 1797. 

His Majcfty's CommifTioners for managing the Stamp Du- 
ties return the following Anfwers to the Questions propofed by 
the Select Committee on Finance, &c. in obedience to their 
Order, dated Martis, 4 die Julii, 1797. 

0. i. Is the general Mode of collecting and accounting for the 
Stamp Duties the fame now as Mated in Numbers 6 and 7 of the 
Appendix, to Second Report of CommifTioners of Accounts? — If 
not, Irate the Difference? — A. The fame in every Refpctt, except 
that the Stamps impofed on Sea Policies'of Infurancc, in the 35th 
of the King, c. 63. and alfo the Stamps for Hat Linings impofed 
in the lafl Seilions of Parliament, c. 125. arc iffued from the 
Head Office, as well as in the Country, upon Credit, to Perfons 
dealing in thofe Articles, the Parties giving Bond to his Majellv 
duly to account for the Duties, purfuant to the Directions and 
Regulations of the faid Acts refpctlively. 

0. 2. What Steps arc taken by the Board to prevent Accumu- 
lation of Balances in the Hands of the Country Dilhibutors ? — 
A. By the Infhuctions given thein on entering upon their Office, 
frequent Reference to their Accounts, as kept by the Comp- 
troller — Application by Letter from Time to Time to reduce their 
Balances— By occasionally with-holding Stamps from fuch as are 
remifs in their Payments — by the Infpection and Report of proper 
Officers fent to examine the Stock of the Head and Under Dif- 
tributors in the different DiHritts — and from their own general 
Accounts, Dr and C r , Annually exhibited to us on Oath. 

Q. 3. What Mean's has the Board of judging whether they 
return more or lefs Money in their Hands ? — A. The preceding 
Account will, it is prefumcd, apply alfo to this Queition. 

<2.4. If the Poundage of 5 per Cent. was~a fufficient Al- 
lowance to the Mead Diflribmors in 1765, is there not Reafon to 
fuppofe it is more than fufficient now, when the Revenue arifmg 
from Stamps is trebled or quadrupled ?' 

5. Have any Steps been taken by the Board 'to afcertain whe- 
ther this Poundage could be diminiihed without Detriment to the 
Public Service ? 

6. What Steps were taken for that Purpofe when the Poundage 
was reduced in 1765 or 1766 ? 

A. The Poundage of the Diftributors of Stamps in England has 
been fubjea to Alterations, fince the Eftablifhment of the Office, 
as follows— at fiift it was fixed at i8</. in the Pound on the Money 

collected ' 
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collected and remitted by them, on the feveral Duties; at which 
Rate it continued till 1758, when, in purfuance of an official 
Reprefentation that it was a greater Allowance, with their other 
Advantages of Incidents, than was neceffary for the Service of the 
Public, it was, by Treafury Order, reduced to £. 5 per Cent. — 
But, in the Cotirfe of the Year, the Commiffioners reprefented, 
that in confcquence of frefh Information received, and further 
Confideration of the Subject, they were of Opinion, that the 
Reduction was too great, and therefore recommended it to be again 
encreafed £. 1 per Cent, which the Lords of the Treafury, by 
their Warrant, directed to be done accordingly. — In 1765 the 
Commiffioners were required to confider of a further Reduction of 
-Poundage, in confequence of the feveral additional Duties, when 
they reported, that/'. 5 per Cent, appeared to them to be a fuffi- 
cient Allowance for the Diftributors in general, but with an Ex- 
ception in Favour of thofe, whofe Collections did not exceed 
jT.^o per Annum, who fhould be empowered to continue to charge 
their Poundage as before ; which Regulation being approved of, 
was immediately adopted, and has not undergone any Alteration 
fince that Time. From this Statement it will appear to the Com- 
mittee, that this Sort of Allowance has been revifed and modified 
from Time to Time, according to Circumftances ; and proceeding 
upon the fame general Principle of an extended Sale, there can be 
no Reafon why the Profits thereon fhould not fuffer fome Abate- 
ment, with a due Attention however, to the additional Rifk and 
Trouble that muff neceffarily be created bv fo great an Increafe of 
Duties, both in Number and Amount. In order, however, that 
the Committee may have every Information to affift their Delibe- 
rations on this Article, which muft he confidered as of very great 
Importance to the Interefts of the Revenue, in every Point of 
View, it may be here proper juft to remind the Committee, that, 
in the Year 1783, on the Profpe6t of a very great Increafe of 
Revenue by the various new Duties laid on in this Office about 
that Time, many of the Diftricrs, and fome not the moft extenfive,- 
were divided, and additional Diftributors appointed thereto by the 
Lords of the Treafury, by which Increafe of Number, the Ad- 
vantage of the Office was very corifiderably leffened to Individuals ; 
and, as the Amount of thofe Duties, which were mod reckoned 
upon (the Receipt Tax, for Inftance, and fome others) did not 
turn out well, and thofe on Horfes and Carts were transferred, 
within a Year, to another Management, the Diftributors, in fact, 
were put in a ftill worfe Situation. 

() 7. Would it be poffible to collect the Revenue in the 
Country without the Intervention of Head Diftributors ? — A. We 
beg Leave to give a decided Opinion, that any Alteration in this 

Refpeft 
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Refpect would be very prejudicial to the Interefts of the 
Revenue. 

- 0. 8. What Payments do the Head Distributors make out of 
their Receipts, exclufive of the Poundage to the Sub-diftributors ? 

A. We do not know of any Payments made by the Diftributors 
out of their Receipts, except the Allowance oi £ . 2| per Cent, to 
their Sub-diftributors ; and they alfo provide their Stationary at 
their own Expence. 

Q. g. What is the Poundage allowed in Scotland to the Sub- 
diftnbutors ? is it more than Sufficient ? — A. The Poundage of 
£.io j er Cent, granted to the Sub-diftributors in Scotland, was 
fettled at a Time when the Stamp Duties collected there were few, 
and of inconfiderable Demand compared with the prefent Con- 
fumption ; and was no more than a fufficient Compenfation to 
thefs Officers for their Care and Trouble in the due Execution of 
their Duty ; but in the prefent improved State of that Country, 
there does not feem to be a fufficient Reafon for continuing th's 
Rate of Allowance, and, in fact, a Reduction of this Kind was 
thought of in 1783, when many additional and new Duties were 
brought into this Revenue, but no Proceedings were had upon it, 
then or fince, as we did not think ourfelves authorized to proceed 
therein without Inftruclions from the Lords of the Treafury fo to do. 

Q. 10. Are there any Reafons why a large Monthly Balance 
fhould be allowed to remain in the Hands of the Collector in 
Scotland ? — A. The Head Collector of our Duties in Scotland we 
confider to be under the fame Regulations, with refpect to his 
official Conduct, as the Diftributors in England ; and the general 
Orders tor expediting the Payment of the Public Money into the 
Exchequer apply to him equally with others. As the Office at 
Edinburgh, however, has a Controul over all the Reft in that Part 
of the Kingdom, and is the general Place both for Receipt and 
Difburfement, we conceive it may be neceffary for the Principal 
Collector to keep a larger Balance in his Hands than can be wanted 
elfevvhere, and a Monthly Remittance is all that has been hitherto 
required of him — his Payments are made with great Punctuality, 
and his Bilis are drawn at a very fhort Date — and we think it pro- 
bable, that he is enabled to be thus punctual and prompt, in conf^- 
quence of his having a confiderable Sum accruing Daily in the 
Banks at Edinburgh, who, from thus taking Charge of the Public 
Cafh, and providing for the punctual Remittance of it to London, 
appear to have fome Claim to a temporary Ufe of the Money fo 
dcpofited with them — we have written to Mr. Menzies on this 
Head, and lhall caution him againft any improper Detention of the 
Public Money, if any fuch there has been, in future. 



Stamp Office, Somerfet 
Plac:, 8th July, 1797. 
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An Account of Holidays obferved by the Officers 
of the Stamp Revenue. 



HOLYDAYS. 



HOLYDAYS. 



Jan. I, 

6. 
18. 

25- 
3°- 



Feb. 2. 

24. 
Mar. 25, 
Apr. 23 

25' 

May 1, 

17 
29 



June 4. 

1 1 , 

24. 
29, 

J ul y 2 5 

Aug. 1. 
11, 

12, 



Circumcifion 
Epiphany 

Queen's Birth-day— if 
Sunday, kept Monday 
Converfion of St. Paul 
King Charles the lft's 
Martyrdom — if Sun- 
day, kept Monday 
Purification of the Vir- 
gin Mary 
St. Matttjias 
Lady Day 
St. George 
St. Mark 

St. Philip and St. James 
Princefs of Wales born 
King Charles's Reflo- 

ration — if Sunday, 

kept Monday 
K. Geo. 3d. born — if on 
Sunday kept Monday 
St. Barnabas 
St. John Baptift 
St. Peter and St. Paul 
St. James 
Lammas 

Princefs of Brunfwick 
Burn 

Prince of Wales Born, 
if Sunday kept Monday 



24. 
Sept. 2. 

18. 

21. 

22. 

29. 

Oft. 18 

25, 

28 

Nov. 1 
4 



J 7 

2 5 
30 

Dec. 21 

25 
26 
27 
28 



St. Bartholomew 
London Burnt — if on 

Sunday, kept Monday 
King George the ill 

and 2d Landed 
St. Matthew 
K. Geo. 3d. crowned — ■ 

if Sunday kept Monday 
St. Michael, — Princefs 

Royal born 
St. Luke 

King George the 3d's 
Acceffion — if Sunday 
kept Monday 

St. Simon and Jude i 

All Saints 

King William Landed 

Powder Plot — if Sunday 
kept Monday 

Lord Mayor's Day, — if 
Sunday kept Monday 

Queen Elizabeth's Ac- 
ceffion 

Dukeof Gloucefterborn 

St. Andrew 

St. Thomas 

Chriftmas Day 

St. Stephen 

St. John 

Holy Innocent!. 



MOVEABLE HOLYDAYS. 



Shrove Tuefday 
Afh Wednefday 
Good Friday 
Eafter Monday 
Tuefday 



Eafter Wednefday 
Afcenfion Day 
Whitfun Monday 
Tuefday 
Wednefday 



HIS 
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HIS Majefty's Commiflioners for managing.the Stamp Defies, 
beg Leave to acquaint the Seleft Committee on Finance, &c. in 
Obedience to their Order, dated Luna:, 12 0 die Junii 1797, ref- 
pecling the Obfervance of Holidays at this Office, that the Practice, 
as far as we can trace it back, is nearly co-eval with our Eftablifh- 
ment ; and has been recognized and admitted 1 but under what 
Limitations, in point of Number, cannot now be exaflly afcer- 
tained) both by official Documents and continued Ufage to the 
prefent Time. Arid in refpeft of the Authority by which they are 
conllituted, there can be no Doubt but that they were, at firft, 
fettled, as they have been fince varied, according to Circumftances, 
at the Difcretion of the Commiflioners for thefe Ditties for the 
Time being ; in whom the Power of appointing the Days and 
Hours of Attendance for the Difpatch of Bufinefs, together with 
the 'Direction and Management of the Whole, is, of courfe, vefted 
by the very Nature and Provifions of the Commiffion under which 
they act. And it is moft reafonable to prefume, that the Selection 
of proper Days to be obferved as Holidays was in general regulated 
by the Praftice of the other Revenue Boards of earlier Eftablifh- 
ment. 

Of the different Holidays enumerated in the annexed Lift, thofe 
which are Statuteable explain themfelves ; and with refr/ec! to the 
reft, fome are kept on Days when, by common Confent, little or 
no Bufinefs is expefted to be tranfa£led in the City of London, at 
the Bank, or other Public Offices ; fome have been adopted as 
commemorative of great national Events ; viz. The Anniverfary 
of Queen Elizabeth's Acceflion ; the Firft Landing of King Wil- 
liam and King George the Firft in this Country ; a Deliverance of 
his late Majefty from the great Dangers of the Sea ; with the Birth 
and Coronation Days of the Reigning Sovereign. And to thefe 
have been ufually added (as Occafion was, and a Senfe of Propriety 
and Refpeft demanded from Men holding Official Situations by the 
Favor of the Crown) the Birth Days of the Queen Confort ; the 
Heir Apparent, and his Princcfs ; and others ot the Royal Family 
in immediate Degree of Relation to the Crown, at the Time ; and 
the remaining Days are fuch as are diflinguifhed in the Kalendjr ; 
and for the Obfervance of which particular Services are appointed 
by the Church. 

That the Public Bufinefs has been delayed, or otherwife injured 
by the fhort occafional Rccefs from official Duty, thus afforded to 
thofe who are conftantly engaged therein, but at fuch Time, fo far 
as relates to this Revenue, we have no Reafon whatever to appre- 
hend, as the Holidays in general are well known to all Perfons 
frequenting this Office, who take Care always to be provided in 
Time with a due Aflbrtment of Stamps to anfwer the Public Call 
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during fuch Intcrmiflion, in Town ; and the Country Demands are 
conftantly expedited in the fame Wav, and particular Attention is 
paid in this Refpecl previous to the Commencement of the Holidays 
at Ealier, Whitfuntide, and Chnftmas, which being confecutive 
Days may be fuppofed, of any in the Year, the moll likely to 
create Delay or EmbarrafTment, if not forefeen and guarded againft, 
as before mentioned. And, in faff, we do not know that any 
Alteration in this Refpecl has been required, or that any great 
Benefit would Refult therefrom, either to the Revenue or the 
Public at large. 

That having thus far confidered the Objeft of Inquiry as inte- 
refting the Public, we beg Leave to ftate to the Committee what 
has occurred to us, taking it on the Ground of peifonal Benefit 
and Accommodation. 

The Nature of our Eftablifhment not admitting of any general - 
Recefs, and the Office being, with the above Exceptions, conftantly 
open for the Difpatch of Bufinefs ; the temporary Relief affoidcd 
now and then by the Interpofition of a Day or Two of Non-at- 
tendance to the Officers in general, and particularly to thofe 
employed in the manual and laborious Part of our Bufinefs (many 
of whom are engaged likewife in other finall Concerns for the 
better Maintenance of themfelves and Families) will be eafily con- 
ceived to be not only acceptable but even neceffary to the Men in 
general ;.but efpcciallv fo to thofe of infirm Health, and who are 
already advanced in Years. 

There is belides another Circumftance relating to this Oueftion, 
which, touching ourfelves particularly, we would willingly have 
paffed by for the prefent ; but as it affefts likewife Our Secretary, 
his Clerks, and feveral other Perfons in immediate Attendance on 
the Board during its Sitting, it is a Matter of Juflice due to thofs 
concerned, to ftate it fully to the Committee ; and we think this 
the more requifite, as it might otherwife never come to the know- 
ledge of thofe Gentlemen who have inftituted this Enquiry. 

From the Commencement of this Revenue, till within about 
Ten Years paft, the Official Attendance, on what are commonly 
called Board Days, for the Commiffioners, and the different Perfons 
connected with them, and acting under their Orders, was never 
more than Three Days in the Week, fubjeci ftill to the allowed 
Abfence on Holidays, as ufaal ; but in confequence of the great 
lncreafe of Bufinefs, arifing from the Accumulation of Taxes, 
not only of Stamp Duties, the original Objeft of this Revenue, 
but of various other Kinds, not of the fame Growth, we have, 
for the Period above named, of our own Motion, and without any 
Direction by Authority, or Requifition from that Part of the Pub- 
lic with whom we are immediately concerned, voluntarily fubjected 
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ourfelves, and confequently the feveral Officers of the foregoing 
Defcription, to a Daily Attendance ; which, confidering our 
Number of' Five Commiflioners only, is, we believe, as clofe an 
Application, both of Time and Attention, to the Duties of Office, 
as will occur to the Committee, in their Enquiries on this Head, of 
the different Boards in the Revenue Department of Government. 

That notwithflanding, we beg Leave to affure the Committee, 
that if a partial or even total Abolition of an Indulgence, fo long 
admitted, and, as we truft, not abufed in the Exercife of it, (hall, 
in their Opinion, be of fufficient importance to deferve the Atten- 
tion of Parliament, we fhall not be forward to obje£t to fuch 
Regulations as the Legiflature in its Wifdom fhall think fit to make 
in that Behalf ; not doubting but that due Regard will be had, in 
fuch Cafe, to the 1 nterefts of thofe Perfons, who having under- 
taken their feveral Employments under the Expectation of poffeffing 
them with all the Advantages thereunto belonging, will feel them- 
felves materially affecled by any Alteration that fhall be made as to 
their Hours of Attendance; — a Confideration which we are per- 
fuaded the Committee will not, from the foregoing Statement, 
overlook in their Deliberations on this Head. 

Sump Office, Somerfet Place, 
7th July, 1797. 
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( Ordered to be printed igtb July, i^g"].) 

VOUR Committee, in reporting upon the Regulations 
**■ and Checks which have been applied to control this 
Branch of the Public Expenditure, and how far they have 
been effectual, proceed to ftate, that the Report of the Com- 
* miffioners of Enquiry, made the 30th June 1788, upon the 
Poft Office, was by an Order in Council, dated October 14th 
1789, referred to a Committee of the Lords of His Majefty's 
Privy Council. From thence it paffed, January 12th, 1792, 
to the Lords of the Treafury, who, having thought it ex- 
pedient to refer the lame to His Majefty's Poftmafter General 
for their Opinion and Report upon the Regulations therein 
fuggefted, and having received their Obfervations, together 
with a propofed Eftablilhment of the General Pofc Office, 
both in England and Scotland, reported the fame, with their 
Approbation, to the Lords of the Committee, at whole Re- 
commendation His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed, with the 
the Advice of His Privy Council, to order the Regulations 
and Eftablifhments fo propofed and approved to be carried 
into Execution under the Directions of the Lords of the 
Treafury. 

§ 1. Your Committee, therefore, without following 
the detailed Remarks of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, but 
claffing- the Regulations recommended by them under Three 
Heads, viz. 
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1. Regulations refpe&ing Fees and Emoluments ; 

2. Regulations refpecting the Abolition of Offices, 

or Addition of Officers and Clerks ; and 

3. Regulations of , the Bufinefs of the Office. 

Obferve, ift, That all the Regulations recommended by 
the Commiffioners, refpecting Fees and Emoluments, appear 
to have been adopted under the new Eftablilhment of 1793, 
except in Four Inflances, viz. I. With regard to the 
Franking of News-papers by fome of the Officers in the 
Inland Office. The Refident Surveyor in this Office is paid 
entirely by their Sale, guaranteed to him by the Public at 
£. 700 per Annum and the Six Clerks of the Roads have 
alfo this Privilege continued, Tor Reafons ftated by the Poft- 
mafter General. 

1. As to Fees on regiftering Packets of Value, becaufe 
the Poftmafter General obferve, that thofe Fees, being op- 
tional, would not be paid at all as"Matter of Revenue. 

3. As to the Emoluments of the Officers of the Poft 
Office at Edinburgh, where the Poftmafter General has 
thought it proper that the lame Chriftmas Gratuities, and 
Privilege of franking News-papers, lhould take place as in 
England. 

4. Alfo, as to the £.il per Cent, claimed by tilt late ' 
Comptroller General, which the Commiffioners of Enquiry 
recommend to commence, according to the Tenor of his 
Warrant of Appointment, when the Net Revenue of the 
Poft Office (hall exceed £. 300,000 a Year. 

This the Poftmafter General treat as a general Proportion, 
that the Comptroller General lhould be interefted in the Pro- 
dudtivenefs of the Whole of the Poft Office Revenue, which, 
they remark, depends upon many Circumftances unconnected 
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with the Exertions of fuch an Officer, and may generally be 
expected to increafe in Proportion to the Wealth and Com- 
merce of the Country. 

On this SubjecT: Your Committee forbear to dwell, the 
Queftion relative to the Mode of compenfating the Services 
of the late Comptroller General being under the Confideration 
of Your Honourable Houfe. 

2d. RefpecYing the Abolition of unneceffary Officers, or 
the Addi'tion, in other Inftances, of Clerks for the increafed 
Bufinefs of the relpective Offices, the greater Part of the Re- 
gulations recommended by the Commiffioners of Enquiry 
have been complied with, either in the fpecific Adoption of 
their Plans, or in the virtual Adoption of them, by transfer- 
ring the Bufinefs of fome of the Offices to other Offices ; but 
Your Committee can pronounce no Opinion as to the Pro- 
portion which the Number of new Officers and Clerks bears 
to the Increafe in the Bufinefs of the Pott Office. 

In fome Cafes the Penfions and Salaries recommended by 
the CommilTioners of Enquiry have been exceeded. 

Under this Head, Your Committee mud obferve upon 
the Salary given to the Secretary * of the Poll Office in the new 
Eftablilhment. The Commiffioners Report ftates his Salary 
and Agency for the Packets to have amounted, in 1784, to 
£. 1,738. 3*. 4^.; the Agency that Year being£ . 1, 169 1 is 4^ 
( but in a Year of War it has amounted to upwards of/". 2,000). 
He had only refigned the Secretary (hip of the Foreign Office 
in the July preceding their Report, and was Part Owner of 
feveral of the Packet Boats in the Service of the Poll Office 
on the Falmouth Station. Of the ferious Abufes in the 
Packet Department the Commiffioners fpeak in the ftrongeft 
Terms, and much at length, Hating £. 68,000 to have been 
unneceflarily expended, between April 5th, 1775, and 
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April 5th, 1788, " which Sum might, a".d ought to have 
" been faved." An Account laid before them fhews the total 
Expenfe, from 5th April 1770, ,to 5th April 1787, of the 
Packets to have been £. 1,038,133. as. gd. Upon infpe&ing 
this Account the Commiflioners fay,* " That the Expence of 
" Captures, Repairs, and Hire, naturally at traded their 
" Attention, efpecially as they found many of the Officers of 
« the Poft Office were Owners of fuch Packets, even down 
" to the Chamber Keeper ; and that the Principal Officer in 
«' this Department (the Secretary) was not only interelted as 
" an Owr.er in feveral, but had an Emolument of £. %\ per 
" Cent, as Agency upon the Amount of the whole Ex- 
" penditure, which Agency iipon the Sum above-mentioned 
" mud have amounted to near £. 26,000 ; add to this, the 
" Annual Gain as Part Owner of fundry Packets, and the 
Emoluments to his Office from the Packet Service alone, 
" for the above Period, could be little lets than /. 50,000." 

" So confiderable an Advantage obtained (they obferve) 
" from a Service over which it was, in part, his Duty to mper- 
" intend, and to check every improvident Expence, needs 
" no comment ; it is only furprizing the Continuance of it 
" fhould have been permitted even to this Day." — Notwith- 
ftanding this and other Paflages of fevere Reprehenfion in the 
Commiflioners Report, this Secretary, though the Com- 
miflioners Report was made in June 1788, remained unnoticed 
as to the Shares in the Packets till March 6th, 1793, and, 
after all, is ftill Proprietor in one of the remaining old Packets, 
befides which he has a net Salary of £. 1,000 a Year, and 
£.400 Annuity annexed to his Office, and inftead of his 
retiring from his Situation upon his becoming unable to per- 
form his Office, the Principal Refident Surveyor is, within 
thefe Five Months, appointed Joint Secretary with him. No 
Alteration whatfoever takes place, however, on this Occafion, 
in the Firfh Secretary's Salary, but the Joint Secretary retains 

the 
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the Emoluments of his former Office (that Office being 
abolifhed) ; and he ftates it to be fettled, in cafe of the Firft 
Secretary's Demife, that he is to become fole Secretary, with a 
Salary of £.500 a Year, in Addition to the Guarantee of £.700 
a Year, which he now receives. It is meant that thefe Two 
Sums, in future, fhall become the total Amount of the Annual 
Income of the Secretary of the Pdft Office. This Indulgence 
towards the Firft Secretary is certainly not calculated to en- 
courage, in the other Officers of the Poft Office, a ftrift 
Attention to the Duties of QEconomy in their feveral De- 
partments, or rather it is not calculated to difcourage the 
Reverfe ; a Principal much to be attended to in rewarding 
the Service - of Public Officers. 

Of Mr. John Stanton, the late Comptroller of the Bye 
and Crofs Roads, the Commiffioners of Enquiry fay, " That 
" being then but lately appointed, and having another Office 
" in the Department producing upwards of £. 100 a Year, 
" which he executes by Deputy, they are doubtful whether 
'* any Compenfation fliould be made to him for the Lofs of 
" the Office ; but that the Collector, having been long an 
" efficient and able Officer, ought to have a proper Provifion 
for Life." — Your Committee, finding that the Comptroller 
had retired under the new Eftablifhment with a Penfion of 
£. 600 a Year, which is more than his Pay and Emoluments 
are ftated in the general Account of Salaries, &c. to have 
been in 1782, whilft the Collector has alfo retired upon£\ 200 
a Year, thought it right to enquire what Office Mr. John 
Stanton, the late Comptroller of Bye and Crofs Roads, con- 
tinues to hold, with its Salary and Emoluments, and whether 
executed by Deputy ; alfo the Reafons upon which Mr. 
Stanton's Penfion of £. 600 was granted. 

To this a Return has been made, that Mr. John Stanton 
was appointed Poftmafter of Ifleworth in June 1780, the 
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Duty of which Office is, and was done by his Predeceflbr, 
by Deputy, though he has at Times refided on the Spot, and 
attended to it himfelf ; the Salary of this Office is £. 75. 8*. j 
and the Emoluments, which vary conliderably from accidental 
Circumftances, were, from the 10th of Oftober 1795, to the. 
9th of October following, £.2.22. 95. 6d. amounting in the 
Whole to £. 297. 175. 6d. 

Mr. Stanton was appointed Comptroller and Refident Sur- 
veyor of the Bye and Crofs Road Letter Office, on the 21ft 
of September 1785, with a Yearly Salary and Emoluments 
amounting to £.687. 10s. which is -the fame as was received 
by his Predeceflbr. The Duty of thele Offices were executed 
by Mr. Stanton till the 5th of January 1793, when, from 
an Arrangement of the Privy Council, in coniequence of the 
Report of the Commiflioners of Enquiry, thofe Offices were 
abolifhed, and a Penfion of £ 600 per Annum was granted 
to Mr. Stanton in lieu thereof. 

Mr- Stanton, it appears, is Forty Years of Age, or there- 
abouts, and the Joint Secretar y * of the Poft Office ftates, by 
Command of the Poftmafter General, as the Reafons upon 
which the Penfion of Mr. Stanton was granted, that his 
Office was declared unneceilary by the Report of the Com- 
miflioners of Enquiry on this Office, and that his Penfion 
was fettled in Conformity to the Principle laid down by the 
Commiflioners, as appears by the Extract from their Report ; 
namely : 

" In the Courfe of this Enquiry we have found fome 
" Offices Sinecures, others rendered unneceflary by the Ar- 
*' rangements in confequence of Mr. Palmer's Plan, and 
" others we have recommended to be abolilhed ; we are, 
" however, of Opinion that the prefent Poffeflbrs of fucU 
" Offices ought not to fuffer in their Income from Regula- 
" tions made for the Public Benefit, but that they fhould 
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" be compenfated for the Lofs of Office by an Annuity dur- 
*« ing their Lives, unlefs otliervvife provided for in the Ser- 
" vice of Government." 

On this Your Committee obferve, that the Amount of 
Mr. Stanton's Salary and Emoluments, in the general Ac- 
count of the Poll Office Eftablimment, does not agree with 
that ftated in the particular Return j it being ftated in the 
general Account to have been, in 1782, £-S7° 8rf. vvhilft 
the particular Return to the Enquiry of Your Committee 
ftates him to have been appointed the 21ft Sept. 1785, with 
a Yearly Salary and Emoluments amounting to £. 687. 10s. ; 
but this Difference arifes, as it appears by the Examination of 
Mr. Freeling, Joint Secretary* of the Poft Office, from Mr. 
Stanton's Allowance of Houfe Rent, which was £.100 a 
Year, not having been ftated in the Fees and Emoluments 
of the Office for 1782. This, though it reconciles the Ac 
count c , does not juftify the Amount of the Penfion granted 
to Mr. Stanton ; and the general Opinion of the Com- 
miffioners, which is quoted as a Juftirication of this Pen- 
lion, appears to Your Committee to be fuperfeded by their 
particular Opinion upon this Cafe, as ftated in the Opening 
of this Subject. At all Events Your Committee muft ob- 
ferve, that the Amount of this Penfion largely exceeds the 
Rate of Compenfation ftated to be allowed even to Officers 
retiring after long Service, and at an advanced Age, being 
ufually calculated at Two Thirds of their former Income. 

Mr. Potts, late Comptroller of the Inland Office, has re- 
tired on a Penfion of £. 700 a Year, and is now in America. 
He is about 60 Years of Age. His Office is ftated to have 
produced in Salary, £. 336 6s. Hd. befides Emoluments 
from the Privilege of fending Newfpapers and periodical 
Papers, &c. to the Weft Indies and America, ftated, in 
1791, to have made his Income amount to £.781. 6s. %d. 
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but in r 793 fuppofed to have been more considerable, as 
one of the Officers recollefts to have feen Mr. Pott's Books, 
by which it appeared that the Profits upon News-papers alone 
fomewhat exceeded £. 900 for that Year. 

The Office of Secretary to the Foreign Department, fay 
the Commiffioners of Enquiry, is not neceffary ; the Duty 
has been always performed /'until July preceding their Re- 
port) by the Secretary of the Poftmafter General, to whom it 
ought to revert. 

The Secretary, Mr. Maddifon, Nephew to Mr. Todd, 
has retired on a Penfion of £. 200 a Year. 

The Solicitor has a Salary of £. 200 a Year, and an addi- 
tional £. 100 in lieu of Fees, whereas the Commiffioners re- 
commended a Salary of £. 200 Net, and without Fees. 

An Obfervation of the fame Nature, refpe&ing the Excels 
of Salaries beyond thofe recommended by the Commiffioners, 
applies with refpect to the Receiver General and his Clerks, 
the Accountant to the Bve and Crofs Roads and his Clerk, 
and the Deputy Accountant General. Thefe Additions 
may, however, have been rendered proper by the Accumu- 
lation of Bufinefs in their different Departments. 

An Architect has been appointed in this Office, fince 
1784, with a Salary of £. 150 a Year, who acts as Surveyor 
with regard to all their Buildings, and examines, certifies, 
and reports on all Bills for the Information of the Poftmafier 
General, previous to the granting Warrants for their Pay- 
ment. He is ftated to have no Commiffion on Account of 
Buildings at the Poft Office under his Direction. 

The Penny Poft Office is fo much altered from its Efta- 
bliffiment, as it ftood previous to 1794, that the Regula- 
tions of the Commiffioners of Enquiry, refpecling its Officers 
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and their Salaries, are by no Means applicable, except fo far 
as relates to abolishing Fees and Emoluments, which are not 
permitted on the new Plan. 

3d. Some Regulations in tranfadling the Bufinefs of the 
Office, recommended by the Cornmiflioners, have been 
objected to by the Poftmafter General, fome only adopted in 
Part, and others not noticed in their Obfervations. Your 
Committee will briefly ftate, upon the Whole of this Subject, 
what appears to them the moil important. 

The Cornmiflioners flats, " That the Office of the Ac- 
" countant General ought to form a Check upon that of the 
" Receiver General ; that Officer ought to have Knowledge 
" of all his Receipts and Payments, for which Purpcfe not 
" only the Bills remitted by the Deputies mould be entered 
" by him, but the Cafli Remittance alfo, Daily, as it is made ; 
" and the Letter Bill Clerk in the Inland Office, and Deputy 
" Comptroller in the Foreign, ought to tranfmit to this Office 
" the Amount of the Payments made from Time to Time by 
" the Letter Carriers and Window Men ; this will not only 
" enable the Office to check the Receiver General's Weekly 
" Receipts, but be the Means of more regularly lubftan- 
" dating the Remittances from the Deputies, which at prefent 
" are chiefly taken from the Receiver General's Books. This," 
they remark, " is a very diforderly Mode of proceeding."* 

All Warrants from the Poftmafter General, they recommend 
to be entered in this Office previous to Payment, which will 
eftablilh a Check upon the Credits of the Receiver General. 
This Officer is required to examine and ftate all Bills for 
Articles fupplied, or Services performed, previous to their 
being laid before the Poftmafter General ; but fuch Ex- 
amination only extends to the fame being right call, for he is 
not empowered to call for the Authority for the Expenditure, 
nor for the Vouchers of its being duly made. 

H h As 
• Com. of Enq. Rep. p. 23. 



10 



SEVENTH REPORT 



As the Expenditure in the various Departments of this 
Office amounts to a very coniiderable Sum Annually, they 
are of Opinion, that it mould be fubje&ed to a very ltri& 
Control, and that there ought to be a Power vefted in the 
Accountant General, for the fpecial Purpofe of examining, 
certifying, and reporting u^on all Bills before Warrants are 
granted for Payment thereof ; he lhould have Power to call 
tor the Authority, and to judge of the Realbnablenefs of the 
Charge made, and of the Vouchers exhibited to lupport it j 
upon all which he fliould report his Opinion to the Poftmafter 
General for their Information, previous to their granting 
Warrants for the Amount. «* We deem," fay they, " fuch 
" a Control abfolutely neceflary, and we conceive that the 
" Accountant General is the proper Perlbn to perform this 
" Duty ; we are, however, of Opinion, that this Officer 
" fhould be independent of the Poll Office, and his Appoint- 
" ment originate from the CommifTioners of Your Majefty's 
" Treafury." 

To this the Poftmafter General have objected as to the 
Independence of the Accountant General, becaufe, * they 
" being rcfponfible for the Whole, if their Officers are to be 
" exempted from Obedience to them, perpetual Confufion 
" rauft enfue." They alio lav, " that the Accountant Ge- 
*' neral ought not to have a Power of fufpending, if the 
" Secretary, Comptroller of the Foreign Office, and Receiver 
" General and Comptroller of the Bye and Crofs Road Office, 
" have it not ; if he reports to the Poftmafter General the 
" Mifconduct of any of his Officers, he is fure of being 
" properly fupported." As to the Accountant General 
checking the Receiver General's Accounts, it is faid by the 
/ Poftmafter General, that they have frequently defired him to 
do fo ; it is done in Part, and when the new Eftablifhment 
takes Place, it fliould be confidered as his conftant Duty to 
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point out to the Poftmafter General any improper Articles, 
of which the Poftmafter General will judge. 

The Eftablifhment at prefent belonging to the Accountant 
General's Office, detailed in a fubfequent Part of this Report, 
would not be equal, it is faid, to the various Duties recom- 
mended by the Commiffioners. His Control over the general 
Receipt of the Revenue of the Poft Office is complete at 
prefent, and independent of the Poftmafter General, as regular 
Returns are made to him from the different Departments of 
the Poft Office, of all Sums paid to the Receiver General, 
Whole Accounts muft ultimately correfpond with the Aggregate 
of thofe returned to the Accountant General from the dif- 
ferent Offices. The Expenditure of the General Poft Office 
is under the Difcretion of the Poftmafter General as to its 
Reafonablenefs and Expediency, but fubjeft to the Ex- 
amination and Signature of the Accountant General as to its 
Correclnefs and Calculation, prior to the Payment of the 
Warrants. The Bills which are remitted from the Country 
Poftmaftcrs to the Secretary of the Poft Office, cannot be 
carried to their Credit with the Receiver General, as Calh x 
till they are actually paid, and are in the Office at the Ri/k of 
the Country Poftmafter till that Period ; the Check, therefore, 
as to that Part of the Revenue, is held upon the Receiver 
General's Cafti Account. The Accountant General is the 
proper Officer of the Poft Office, upder the Poftmafter 
General ; the Receiver is a Patent Officer under the Tre.afu.ry, 
not refponlible to the Poftmafter General, but to the Trcafury. 
Itfeems, therefore, lefs necelfary to ere A the Accountant Gene- 
ral into an Officer independent of the Poftmafter General, which 
could only be done by a confiderable Addition to the Eftablifh- 
ment of the Office of the former. It may not, however, we con- 
ceive, be improper, by fome Regulation of Office from the 
Poftmafter General, to furnifh this Officer with further , - 
Powers, and to increale his Duties, by directing, and enabling 
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him to check the Receipts of the Receiver General Weekly, 
according to the Firft Part of the Commiflioners Statement. 

Refpecting the Power recommended to be vefbed in the 
Accountant General, for the Purpofe of examining, certifying, 
and reporting upon all Bills, this, as has been already ftated, 
is examined by the Architect, whofe Duties as Architect and 
Surveyor, and the Mode of executing them, are detailed by 
himfelf in a Letter to the Poftmafter General, January 19th, 
1793 ; to whofe Orders of Auguft 22d, 1787, we alfo refer 
on the Subject of the regular Audit and Checks of Tradef- 
men's Bills. 

The Commiflioners have recommended that the Public 
Money fhould be lodged in the Bank, in the Name of the 
Receiver General, who lhQuld fpecify in his Drafts the Services 
for which it is drawn, in like Manner as the Paymafter General 
of the Forces and Treafurer of the Navy now do. 

On this the Poftmafter General refer to a Letter of Mr. 
Mortlock's to their Lordlhips, dated January itfth, 1793, 
in which Objections are ftated to this Meafure, and the 
Balances now remain in the Receiver General's Hand, with 
this Difference, however, that he pays the Money into the 
Exchequer as it arifes in each Quarter, under fuch Circum- 
ftances as Your Committee (hall have occafion to notice more 
particularly in their fubfequent Obfervations. 

The Commiflioners are of Opinion, that the Poftmafter 
General at Edinburgh ought not to retain Balances in his 
Hand, but remit them Weekly, and tranfmit at the fame 
Time a Weekly State of his Receipts and Payments, ex- 
amined and certified by the Accountant. 

To this it is objected by the Poftmafter General, that as 
this could be only for the Edinburgh Collection, and not for 

the 
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the Deputies all over Scotland, it would be very troublefome 
to him, and of no Ufe to the Poft Office : He had not a 
Shilling in his Hands for the Quarter ending ioth October 
1792, which Year immediately preceded the Date of the 
Poftmafter General's Obfervations. 

The CommifTioners had ftated, that they found from the 
Accounts tranfmitted by the Deputy Poftmafter at Edinburgh, 
that he conftantly retained a Balance of upwards of £.10,000, 
although the Amount of his Quarterly Difburfements never 
exceeded £.3,000, which his Current Receipts would always 
have fupplied. At prefent his Quarterly Difburfements fome- 
what exceed £"3,500, and he remits the fpecific Sum of 
£. 8,000, about the Middle of each Quarter, without the 
£. 2 per Centage, which was heretofore charged upon the 
£.7,000, which the Deputy Poftmafter of Edinburgh ufed, 
according to the Report of the CommifTioners, to remit at 
the End of each Quarter. 

It appears from the Account of the Balance remaining in 
the Receiver General's Hands at Edinburgh, on 5th January 

1796, and on the 5th of each fubfequent Month to 5th April 

1797, with the different Receipts, Difburfements, and Re- 
mittances during that Period, that the Balances in the Receiver 
General's Hands at Edinburgh have always exceeded £.5,000, 
and that they have fluctuated from that Point to £. 1 1 ,000 
and upwards*. It feems defirable that the Remittances from 
the Deputies in Scotland to the Receiver General at Edinburgh 
fhould be haftened, as they do not commence till a Month 
after the Expiration of each Quarter, and continue to be 
made till the End of the fubfequent Quarter in Bills of various 
Dates, which poflibly might be fhortened. 

Your Committee, however, have the Satisfaction to learn 
from a Letter* dated March 26th, 1792, written by Order 
of the Poftmafter General, that the Poftmafter General 

have 
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have not been altogether inattentive to the State of the 
Balances in the Deputy Poftmafter of Edinburgh's Hands ; 
but that rinding that a real Balance of £.8,647. l(> s, 4^. 
remained on his Account for the Quarter ending the 10th 
October of the preceding Year, and conceiving that the 
Sum of £. 650 would be lufficient, with the current 
Receipts, to enable him to carry on the Bufinefs of the Office, 
they directed him to remit immediately £.8,000 to the Ge-. 
neral Poft Office. And Your Committee obferve, that the 
Remittances of the Deputy Poftmafter of Edinburgh to the 
Receiver General, for the Four Quarters ending Chriftmas 
1 796, the laft of which were made on the 4th of April 1797, 
amount to £.54,265. $s. 6d. a Sum rather exceeding the 
Net Revenue of that Year, for deducting £. 15,554. os ^d. 
being the Amount of Monies expended and returned Letters, 
from £.69,338. 5J. the Grofs Revenue, the Remainder will 
be £.53,784. 45. 8</. for the Net Revenue of 1796. 

The Commiffioners recommend, that the per Centage on 
the Remittances to Paris, Amfterdam, and Bruflels, fhould 
eeafe, and the Fees paid on the Penfions of the Duke of 
Grafton, and the Heirs of the Duke of Schomberg, fhould 
go in Aid of the general Fund, which is afterwards propofed 
by the Commiffioners of Enquiry. 

The Poftmafter General obferve on this, that all that is now 
paid to the Receiver General and his Clerks is in future to be 
paid to the Revenue, viz. the Allowance paid by the Dutch 
of £. 1 per Cent, and One Half per Cent. on£. 8,700 Par- 
liamentary Penfions, and the Revenue will ceafe to pay, and 
will therefore gain £. 1 per Cent, on the Paris and Bruflels 
Remittances. 

. The Commiffioners recommend, that a Board fhould be 
held once a Week at leaft, for the Purpole of effectually 
fuperintending the Management of this great Branch of the 
Revenue, and of checking its Expenditure. 

This 
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This Recommendation not having been noticed by the 
Poftmafter General in their Obfervations, Your Committee 
required to know whether any, and what Regulations, had 
been made on this Subject, when they were informed, by 
Command of the Poftmafter General, that they do not hold 
a Board Weekly, but as often as any particular and urgent 
Bufinefs may require it ; and that all official Papers are laid 
before the Poftmafter General Daily, fo that prompt and im- 
mediate Attention is paid to the Wifhes of the Public, and 
the Exigencies of the Service. It is added, " that if the 
" Superintendance of the Duties of this Department was to 
** ftand over for a Weekly Board, much Inconvenience would 
" arik from it." * In Explanation of this it has been ftated 
by One of the Noble Lords who fill the Office of Poftmafter 
General, that a Board confifts of the Poftmafter General and 
t their Secretary ,with theSolicitor in all Matters of a legal Nature, 
and all the other Officers attending in their feveral Depart- 
ments, to be ready if called upon by the Poftmafter General. 
Boards are held lefs frequently now than formerly, as the 
Daily Bufinefs of the Office is communicated to the Poftmafter 
General by Minutes and Letters, on the Back of which the 
Poftmafter General give Directions of what is to be done. 
Boards are now held upon the Complaints againft Officers or 
the Country Poftmafters, who are often fummoned to London 
for that Purpofe. The Daily Bufinefs confifts of the Return 
"of the Number of Letters Inwards and Outwards, the Time 
of the Mails Arrival and Departure, that of the Foreign 
Mails, &c. Remarks of the Prefident on Duty as to the 
Conduct of any of the Officers, and fuch official Papers and 
Occurrences as may arife in the Courfe of the Day. The 
Daily Report is always fent by the Letter Carrier of the 
Diftrict with the Poft Letters, and are immediately forwarded 
to the other Poftmafter General, or returned to the Office 
early next Morning, from whence they are forwarded to him. 
A Book is kept for the Purpofe of copying the Poftmafter 
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General's Obfervations, made on the Back of the Minutes, &c. 
and they become a Record of the Office. The Signature of 
both Poftmafters General is requifite to complete an Order, 
but in Cafes of particular Exigency, one Poftmafter General 
has taken it upon himfelf to give an Order, which is fubfe- 
quently figned by the other Poftmafter General. 

The Commiffioners recommend, that the Second Clerk of 
the Receiver General fhould pay all Contingencies of the Of- 
fice not now paid by Warrant on the Receiver General. To 
this the Poftmafter General object, that the Difficulty of 
afcertaining what might be called Contingencies, and of having 
Two Paymafters in the fame Office, would create Trouble, 
Confufion, and Delay. 

The Commiffioners recommend, that Fees fliould continue 
to be paid on certain Inftrumcnts ifluing from the Poll Office, 
and Bufinefs done therein, according to a Table annexed to 
their Report. The Produce to be carried to the Credit of 
the Revenue. 

The Poftmafter General, however, propofe that all Fees in 
that Table fliould be abolifhcd, except for an Exprefs, is. 6d. 
when fent, and 2s. 6d. when received ; alfo except the Fees 
on the Parliamentary Peniions, which will go to the Revenue ; 
and alfo except the Fees for regiileiing Foreign Packets of* 
Value, Inwards and Outwards, which will continue to be 
received and applied as at prcfent j and alfo except the Fees 
for embarking on board His Majefty's Packets, which will 
continue to be received and applied as at prefent. 

In order to promote the Circulation of News-papers, the 
Accommodation of the Public, and Increafe of Revenue, 
the Commiffioners. recommend a regular News-paper Office 
to be eflablimed in the General Poft Office, and they give a 
Plan for fuch an Eltablifhment. 
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On this the Poftmafter General refer to the Obje&ions 
which are detailed in Two Papers fubjoined to their Obfer- 
vations, figned by the Clerks of the Roads, ' where they ftate 
at length the bad Effects which this Regulation would pro- 
duce, by Dimunition of the Stamp and other Duties, 
fupported by inftancing the Effects of the Penny Poftage to 
Ireland, which reduced the Number of News-papers fent 
thither from a Weekly Average of £. 8,000 to £. 1,380 ; they 
alfo ftate divers Frauds and Abufes which would follow upon 
its Introduction. 

The Regulations recommended by the CommifTioners of 
Enquiry, in the Management of the Packets, feem to have 
been thought lefs capable of Execution, though the Object 
of them appears, from the Statement of the CommifTioners, to 
have been an unbounded Source of Expence and Peculation. 

It was confidered by the CommifTioners, that the Agents 
of the Packets at Dover and at Harwich were unneceflary, 
and that their Duty might very well be performed by the 
Deputy Poflmaflers at thofe Places, with a trifling Addition to 
their prefent Salary. To this the Poftmafter General reply, 
that where there are Packets there muft be Agents tocontroul 
the Captains, to lee that the Packets are kept in Repair and 
muftered, fail at their Time, report their Paffengers and 
Freight, &c. account for the Money received, and alfo to 
take charge of the Difpatches, forward the King's Mef- 
fengers, &c. 

The Hire of the Packets, according to the CommifTion- 
ers, fhould be flopped when they are under Repair, or under 
Seizure for fmuggling, until the Agent grants a Certificate 
that they are again ready for Sea. According to the Poft- 
mafter General, it fhould not be flopped, if the Owner finds 
another Packet in her Stead, until the Caufe be decided : 
As this Obfervation, however, does not apply to the Cafe 
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of a Packet under Repair, Youf Committee are of Opinion, 
that the Hire mould always be flopped during Repair, unlefs 
another be found in her Stead, as the Commiffioners have re- 
ported lbme very grave Abufes under that Head. 

The Commiffioners fay, that the Burthen of the Falmouth 
Packets mould be 150 Tons, and their Complement Eighteen 
Men; Veffels of this Defcription being fit to go to any 
Part of the World, and navigated at a fmall Expence. 
Every Idea of Defence ihouid be relinquifhed, and they 
fliould owe their Safety to fa ft Sailing, for which they ought 
to be particularly fitted. 

The Poftmafter General ftate thefe Packets to be 170 
Tons Burthen, Twenty being added in confequence of the 
Captains' Reprefentation, " that the Builders concurred with 
" them in Opinion, that by adding Three Feet to the 
" Length of the Keel, aYid One Foot to the Breadth, the 
" Ship would fail much fatter, be a better Sea Boat, and en-' 
" able them to ftovv their Stores and Provifion for the ufual 
" Length of their Voyage." The Navy Board were alfo of 
Opinion, that Veffels of 169 Tons Burthen might be 
proper, &c. 

The Poftmafter General ftate further, that in the Opinion 
of many profeffional Men, and of themfelves, it will be pro- 
per to make the Experiment of not arming the Packets 
againft an Enemy in force, but only againft Row Boats and 
fmall Privateers. 

The Share of Freight Money at prefent allowed mould be 
continued, according to the Opinion of the Commiffioners, 
but the Proportion of Freight for Paffengers, which the 
Poft Office now takes from the Owners of the Packets, 
fhould be relinquifhed to them, and of courfe the Allowance 
for victualling the Paffengers mould ceafe, the Rate of Paf- 
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fage Money being fixed, and proper Refervations made for 
Britifh Subjects in Diftrefs Abroad, who may require a Paf- 
fage Home gratis. 

To this the Poftmafter General reply, as to the Proportion 
of Freight for Paflengers, that the Office ought not to give 
up £. i aoo a Year without an Equivalent * ; and that the 
Terms are already fufficiently good for the Owners. As to 
• the Allowance for victualling. Paflengers, they fay, " that it 
" might certainly ceafe, as they pay already for their own 
" victualling, if the Officer paid One Shilling a Day per 
" Man for victualling the Crew ; but as the Poll Office now 
" pays only Nine Pence a Day per Man for victualling the 
" Crew, and is in future to pay Ten Pence ('until it may be 
" neceflary to pay a Shilling in the Event of a War) there- 
" fore until One Shilling is paid, this Allowance for victual- 
" ling the Paflengers may continue to be received." 

The Commiflioners" propofe, " that the Owners of Packets 
" fhould be obliged, in order to prevent Abufe, to take 
" upon themfelves the Rifk of Capture in Time of War;" 
but the Poff.maft.ers. General are of Opinion, that no Infurer 
would undertake to infure a Packet in the Event of a War, 
without knowing.with whom the War is to be carried on, or 
the State of the King's or the Enemy's Fleet. 

The Commiflioners obferve, that Contracts for the Packets 
fhould be made by public Advertifement, and fufficient 
Security required for the due Performance thereof; the 
Agents ought to attend, that the Contractors for the Packet 
Service comply duly with their Contract, for which Purpofc 
he fhould frequently mufter the Men on board each Packet, 
and always, immediately on their Arrival from Sea, he fhould 

* For the Manner in which the Agents account for Head Money of 
Paflengers, and the Proportion of Freight of Bullion due, &c. to the 
Poft Office, fee Mr. F reeling's Examination, Supplement (C.) 
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examine the Veflels from Time to Time, that they be fitted 
according to Contract, fee the Mariners receive their Wages, 
and attend to their Complaints ; he ought to keep a regular 
Journal of every Tranfadtion and Occurrence, which mould 
be tranfmitted Weekly to the Poftmafter General. 

Many of thefe Regulations are, according to the Poft- 
mafter General, complied with ; but they ftate in their Ob- 
fervations, " That they have more than once fent round to 
" various Perfons to enquire the Price of the Hire of a 
" Packet ; every one of them has been much dearer than 
«« thofe of the Poft Office ; and the Poftmafter General are 
" fure none can be better than their new ones would be, as 
" they would be all built under their own eye, as the Three 
« laft have been *." 

The Payment of Wages in Prefence of the Agent would 
difcredit the Commanding Officer, and deftroy his Authority, 
as it ftrongly implies, if it does not exprefs, a Doubt of his 
Honefty. 

Finally, the CommiiTioners think that the Packets belong- 
ing to the Public fhould be fold, and every Perfon employed 
in the Department of the Poft Office ftri&ly prohibited from 
being concerned, directly or indirectly, in the Packets, or as 
Agents for the Owners thereof. 

This Regulation was ordered by the Poftmafter General for 
the future, but not as to the prefent, Owners ; and upon 
Your Committee requiring to be informed from the General 
Poft Office, how far this Regulation had actually been 
adopted, they have received a Copy of the Poftmafter Ge- 
neral's Minute, of 6th March 1793, to the Agent at Fal- 
mouth (of which Copies were fent to the Agents at Dover, 

• See alfo the Infpector of Packets Examination as to the Price of the 
Hire of Packets, Supplement ( F.) 
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Harwich, and Holyhead) declaring, " That as the Secretary 
" to the Poft Office was not in future to be Agent to, or have 
" any Share in any of the Packets, fo neither fhould any 
" of the Agents at any of the Ports be Sharers or Owners 
" in Whole or in Part, or fell or fupply any Articles for 
" Packets."— • Your Committee are further acquainted, that 
the Agents at thofe Stations have been required to make out 
a Statement in Anfwer to Your Committee's Enquiry on 
this Subject : And Your Committee are aflured by Mr. 
Freeling, that neither they, nor any of the Officers in the 
General Poft Office, are now concerned, either as Owners 
or Agents for any of the Packets employed in the Service of 
the Poft Office, excepting the Firft Secretary of the Poft 
Office, Mr. Todd, who ftill retains a Share in the Grantham 
Packet. 

The Commiffioners in their Report recommended, " that 
" the Penfioii and Allowances payable to worn-out Seamen, 
" their Widows and Relatives ftiould be regulated, fo that 
" thofe only duly entitled be benefited thereby. The Al- 
" teration in the Syftem of the Packets," fay they, " will 
" very foon occafion a Deficiency in the Fund appropriated 
"for the Payment of fuch Penfions, which ought to be 
" made good out of the Revenue during the Lives of the 
" prefent Annuitants ; after their Deceafe the Public Ex- 
" pence on this Head fhould ceafe." 

From the Poftmafter General's Obfervations on this Head 
it appears, there were Two Funds, one for fuperanuated 
Captains, paid by themfelves, but from which fome are ex- 
empt, and others not ; this Fund is to be difcontinued for 
the future, and it is intended to apply to the Treafury to. 
give a Captain worn out in the Service £. 100 a Year, upon 
a Statement being made of his Services, Age, or Illnefs. 
A Letter of the 20th January 1796, from the Secretary of 

the 
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the Poft Office to the Agent at Falmouth, (hews the ex- 
haufted State of this Fund,, and directs the future Payments 
of Penfions to be made and entered in the Account of Inci- 
dents. This will produce a probable Increafe of 3 or^.400 
a Year to the incidental Expences. 

The other Fund for Seamen (which alone the Commifiioners 
feem to have noticed) is ftated by the Poftmafter General, 
" to have been paid by One Shilling per Man per Month 
" upon 18 Packets upon the Falmouth Eftablifhment, and 
" by Stoppages from the Wages and Victualling of every 
" Man abfent without Leave and is further made up by 
Treafury Warrant. The Amount of thofe Penfions may be 
about £. 800 per Annum. 

The Poftmafter General ftate further, " that the Mates 
" have alfo a Claim on the Widows Fund, and give their 
M Opinion, that there ihould always be fuch a Fund for the 
" worn-out Seamen in this mod important Branch of the 
" King's Service, but that it will by no Means be fufficient 
" to fupport the Widows and Children." 1 

It appears that the Seamen's Fund now no longer exifts, 
but the Penfions, amounting to £. 700 a Year, are paid out 
of the Revenue, which, at prefent, may be confidered to be 
indemnified by the One Shilling per Man per Month, and 
the Mulcts, &c. Thefe, however, will not probably exift 
in Time of Peace, as the One Shilling per Man per Month 
in Peace will, for 18 Packets and 21 Men each, be only 
£. 245. 1 45. leaving £450, or thereabout, to be provided 
from the Account of Incidents. 

§ 2. Having thus ftated the Regulations and Checks 
propofed by the Commiffioners of Enquiry in the Poft Office 
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Department, as far as the fame appeared important to Your 
Committee, and were either objected to by the Poftmalter 
General, or only carried partially into Effect, or not noticed 
at all in their Obfervations. Your Committee next proceed 
to enquire into the Increafe or Diminution of the Salaries and 
Emoluments of the Officers in this Department fince the 
Year 1782, which will lead to an Enquiry alfo into the In- 
creafe or Diminution of the Revenue of the Poft Office 
during the fame Period, as far as it can be afcertained by 
Returns from the Poft Office. 

On the Subject of the Increafe or Diminution of the Ex- 
penditure of this Office, in Salaries or otherwife, fince 1782, 
Your Committee, in confequence of the important Altera- 
tions which have taken place in the Mode of conducting the 
Bufinefs of the Office, by the Introduction of the Ufe of 
Mail Coaches, in 1784, and the interior Regulations which 
have fubfequently been adopted, think it fufficient to ftate 
in a concife Manner, the new Eftablifhment formed under 
the Order of His Majefty in Council, already mentioned 
in the Opening of their Report, together with a brief Account 
of the Penny Poft Office, as new modelled in 1794 ; of the 
Edinburgh Poft Office, as regulated in 1793 » °^ tne D e P u ty 
Poflmafters both at Home and Abroad ; and of the Packet 
Boats, noticing progreffively, in obedience to their Inftruc- 
tions, which refer them back to the Year 1782, the State of 
the Offices, their Salaries, Fees, and Emoluments, at that 
Period. 

Stating alfo the incidental Expences of the different De- 
partments, as far as an Account of them can be obtained, 
at the Clofe of the laft Year, 1796, and that of 1782, or 
•fome one of the fubfequent Years, as they happen to be ftated 
by the Commiffioners of Enquiry. 
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The Office of Poftmafter General has now a Net Salary 
annexed to it of £. 5,000 a Year ; his Salary and Perquifites 
were £. 5,177. 19*. 7d. in 1782. 

The Secretary has £. 1,000 Salary, and an Annuity of 
£. 400 per Annum ; his Receipts, in 1782, were £. 2,824. 
ill. 3d. 

The Office of Clerk to the Poftmafter General was abo- 
lithed in 1793, the Duties being performed by the Secretary's 
Chief Clerk. The Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, were 
£.562. ijs. id. 

There are Five Clerks in the Secretary's Office at fixed 
Salaries, amounting together to £.7 20 a Year. — In 1782, 
there were 7 Clerks, Two of whorh are transferred to the 
Dead Letter Office. Their Salaries and Emoluments, in 
1782, were £.865. Ss. 3d.; but fince 1784, Three Clerks 
of the Minutes have been created, whofe fixed Salaries amount 
in the Total to £.179. 4-f. the Bufinefs, therefore, of the 
Secretary's Office is conducted at the Expence of £.2,299. 45. 
which, in 1782, was £.4,252. 175. ad. 

Out of the Secretary's Office has fprung the Dead Letter 
Office, eftablilhed fince 1784, which conlifts of an Infpedtor 
(appointed on that Occafion from the Clerks of the Secretary's 
Office) with a Salary of £. 300, and Annuity of £. 50 a Year. 
He has Six Clerks, One of whom was Infpeclor of Bye and 
Crofs Road Letters, now confolidated with this Office, and 
another was Seventh Clerk in the Secretary's Office. The 
other Four are new Clerks. Their Six Salaries amount to 
£ . 490 a Year, and the total Expence of the Office is £.840. 
befides which, the late Inipe&or of Dead Letters has a Pen- 
fion of £. 80 per Annum. 

'The 
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The Receiver General's Salary is made £. 800 Net *. In 
1782, his Salary and Emoluments were rated at £. 459. is. 6d. 
independant of .the occafional Advantages derived from the 
Ufe of the Public Money in his Hands, as he then only paid 
£•700 Weekly into the Exchequer, with One additional 
Payment at the End of each Quarter; inftead of which, it 
is ftated by the Receiver General, that he now pays the 
Money into the Exchequer as it ariles in each Quarter, re- 
ceiving Balances for the Payment of the current Expences. 
It muft, however, be obferved, in comparing the Quarterly 
Balances (retained in the Hands of the Receiver General for 
the Pdrpofe, as is ftated, of paying the current Expences of 
the Office) that the Sums retained Quarterly in 1796 exceed 
thofe retained Quarterly in 17 S3, in a much greater Propor- 
tion than the Average Expences of the Office are ftated to 
bear to each other at thofe Periods ; and it does appear pro- 
bable, that the Receiver General may ftill derive confiderable 
Advantage from the Ufe of the Public Money refting in his 
Hands ■f, although his Salary is made £. 800 per Annum, in- 
ftead of £.600 per Annum, as recommended by the Com- 
miffioners of Enquiry. He has Three Clerks, one of whom 
has been appointed fince 1784; their Salaries amount to 
£. 630 ; and the total Expenfe of the Office is £. 1430. In 
1782 it is ftated to have been £. 852. 45. ^d. 

The Accountant General has a Net Salary of £. 700. 
His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, are rated at 
£.444. 16s. §d. He is allowed a Deputy, with a Net 
Salary of £. 400 a Year, which, in 1782, was rated at 

171. ?j. <\d. alfo Fi\e Clerks, One of whom has been 
appointed fince 1784; their Salaries amount to £. 490 ; 
and the total Expence of the Office is £. 1590. In 1782 
it is ftated to have been £. 908. c)S. 6d. 



* He is alfo a Coosmiffioner of the Sal: Office, 
f Supplement- (G.) 
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In the Bye Letter Office, the Comptroller and Refident 
Surveyorfhip is abolilhed, and a Penfion of £. 600 a Year 
given to the Perfon who filled that Office. The Colle&or- 
fhip is alfo thrown into the Receiver General's, and a Pen- 
lion of £. 200 given to the Perfon who filled it. The In- 
Jpeclorlhip of Dead Letters has naturally fallen into the 
Office erected for the Care of that Branch of the Bufinefs, a 
, Penfion of £. 80 a Year being beftowed on the late Infpcclor. 

The Office now conlifts of an Accountant with a Salary 
of £. 400 a Year ; Five Clerks, one of whom has been ap- 
pointed fince 17S4 ; and a Storekeeper and Mefienger, with 
his Servant. The Amount of their Salaries is £. 566, mak- 
ing the total Expence of the Office to be £. 966 a Year. In 
1782 it was rated at £. 1479. **■ 4^ 

The Solicitor of the Poll Office -has now a fixed Salary of 
£. 300, with Fees of ioj. on Bonds given by Perfons ap- 
pointed in the Office. Formerly there were Renewals of 
thofe Bonds every Three Years, and his Office is ftated to 
have produced £. 394. os. Sd. in 1782. 

An Architect, who is al(b Surveyor, and checks the Bills 
of the Office, has been appointed fince 1784, with a Net 
Salary of £. 1 50 a Year. 

In the Foreign Office, the Comptroller is now paid by the 
Profits on the Sale of News-papers, guaranteed to him at 
£-100 a Year. His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, 
were £. 1,048. 41. yd. He has a Deputy with a Net Salary 
of £. 200, whofe Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, were 
rated at £. 180. 10s. 1 id. 

The Clerks,- which were Six in Number, in 1782, are 
augmented fince 1784 to Twelve, having Salaries graduated 

from 
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from £. 1 20 down to £. 60 a Year; and thefe, from the 
Deputy Comptroller down to the Junior Clerk, have alfo 
graduated Allowances for Sunday Duties — the Deputy, 
^.54. 12s. the Clerks from jT. 1 3. 135. to £.6. 10s. ac- 
cording to their Rank. There is alfo a Door Keeper with 
£. 50 a Year, and £. 5. 45. for Sundays Duty : But the 
Secretaryfhip for this Office has been abolifhed fince 1784, 
and a Penfion of £. 200 a Year given to the Perfon who 
filled it. His Salary and Emoluments, in 17S2, were 
£. 205. 125. 8d. The Six Firff. Clerks of this Office con- 
tinue to have Profits on the Sale of ,News-papers, but the 
Salaries now paid amount to £. 1329. 8s. whilft, in 1782, 
the Salaries and Emoluments of this Office are flated at 
£.2197. 75. U. 

The Letter Carriers of this Office are Nineteen in Num- 
ber, at 145. each per Week, and One at 10s. to take care 
of unknown Letters ; a Supernumerary at 8s. per Week. 
The Amount of all their Salaries is £.764. 8i. Their 
Number, in 1782, was only Ten, and Two as above de- 
fcribed, the Total of whofe Salaries was £. 406. 1 8s. 

In the Inland Office Your Committee find both the 
Comptrollerfhip and Deputy abolifhed, the Duties being 
performed by the prefiding Clerks, and the Perlbns who held 
thofe Offices having retired on Penfions of £. 700 and 
£. 280 a Year. The Duties alfo of Clerk of the Bye Nights 
are performed by the prefiding Clerks. There are Six Clerks 
of the Road, with each £. 300 a Year Net Salary, and the 
Profits on the Sale of News-papers. Thefe have alfo Six 
AlTiftants, Two with each £. 300 a Year, and Four with 
£. 200 a Year each. There are befides Forty-fix Clerks, 
with Salaries graduated from £. 200 to £. 50 a Year. The 
Two Junior Clerks have been created fince 1784. Twelve 
Sub-forters, at i8j. each per Week, and Six Sub-forters, at 
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125. have been added to this Office fince 1784; and they 
have fupplanted the Windowman, who appears to have had, 
in 1782, a Salary and Emoluments amounting to £.134. 
95. 6d. and alfo his Deputy, and the Infpeftor of Blind 
Letters, who, having been created lince 1784, had only 
exifted for a few Years before the Sub-forters are ftated to 
have fucceeded their Duties. 

Other new Officers alfo have been created from among the 
Clerks in this Oflke fince 1 784, viz. Three prefiding Clerks, 
with an extra Allowance of £. 80 a Year each Four Clerks 
in the Weft India Office, at £. 30 a Year extra ; Two In- 
fpeftors of Franks, at £. 40 a Year each extra ; Two Depu- 
ties at £. 10; and Two Aflifbnts at £. 5 a Year each extra. 
The Total of the Salaries of this Office is £. 8,938. 165. In 
1782 they amounted to £. 7032. \2s. id. 

There belong to this Office Eight Meffer.gers ; Four 
Seniors at 21s. a Week, and Four Juniors at 155. The 
Seniors have a Fee of 6d. on each Letter taken in after 
Seven o'Clock ; and the Juniors have each 2 s - P er Week 
out of that Receipt. In 178 :, the MefTengers were paid 12J. 
each per Week, and the Seniors had fome Emoluments, ftated 
at £• ^ 3- l $ s - The Sub-forters have been appointed fince 
1784, with Salaries of 11s. per Week each. So that the 
Expence of this Part of the Office is now £-gzi a Yearj 
and in 1782 the Meflengers received £. 264. 10s. 

The Letter Carriers have an Infpeftor with a Salary of 
j£. 100 a Year, befides the Profits of a Letter Carrier's 
Walk ; alfo a Deputy Infpeftor with a Salary of £. 80. The 
Number of Letter Carriers is now One Hundred and Ten, 
paid each 145. per Week, and Sixteen Supernumeraries, 
paid 8 j. per Week. In 1782 their Number was Eighty- 
three, and their Pay iu. per Week, with Sixteen Super- 
numeraries, 
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numeraries at 55. per Week. This Branch of the Inland 
Office cofts £.4,516. 16s. which in 1782 coft £.2,91 2. 6s. 

Thi Letter Bnngers are now Fifteen in Number; the 
Pay of Fourteen of them is 8j. a Week ; but One from the 
Receiving Houfes has a Net Salary of £.46. 16s. including 
Cart Hire when the Bags are heavy. This Man has alfo a 
Penfion of £.10 a Year. In 1782, he, in conjunction with 
another Bringer from Pali-Mall, performed this Branch of 
the Bufinefs for Salaries and Emoluments amounting to £.52. 
^35. Zd. it now cofts £.338. 

The Comptroller General's Office, inftituted in 1784, for 
the Purpofe of introducing this Branch of the Public Bufinefs, 
is abolifhed. Mr. Palmer has a Penfion of £.3,000 a Year 
allotted to him, and Mr. Bonnor. late Surveyor and Comp- 
troller of the Inland Office, has alfo a Penfion of £.460 a. 
Year, the Duties of this Office devolving upon the Refident ' 
Surveyor and prefiding Clerks of the Inland Office. There 
{till remains, however, in this Office, a Superintendant of 
Letter-Bill Clerks, with a Salary of £. 200 a Year, having 
Three Letter Bill Clerks Inwards and Three Outwards under 
him, with Salaries graduated from^. 80 to £.30. The total 
Expence of this Office is now £.740, the other Clerkfhips 
being either abolifhed or turned over to the Refident Sur- 
veyor's Office, or employed in the Inland Office. 

The Principal and Refident Surveyor is paid by Profits of 
the Sale of News-papers guaranteed to him at £. 700 a Year. 
His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, were^.^cj. 16s. Zd. 
Four Clerks and a Meflenger are placed in this Office fince 
1784, with Salaries graduated from/.io5 to £-3° a Year, 
which amount in their Total to £. 334. 4s. 

There are now Eight Surveyors under this Office ; Two 
from the old Eftabliihment, at £.400 and £.350 a Year, 
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with Chaife Hire allowed One; alio, a Riding Surveyor from 
the old Eftablifhment, who now has £. 100 a Year, and 
£. i . is. a Day when travelling ; and Five Surveyors efta- 
blifhed fince i 784, Two with £.150 a Year each, Two with 
£\ioo, and One with £".8o ; they a!/o have each £.1. is. a 
Day when travelling. Three out of the Eight Surveyors have 
Country Poft Offices under their Management. The prefent 
■ Salaries of thefe Surveyors amount to £.1,430. In 1782, 
the Salaries of the Tnree Surveyors, with Emoluments, were 
£.1,094. 10 j. 

The Superintendant of Mail Coaches is a new Officer fince 
1784, with Two Afiiftants and Two Clerks under him, 
whofe Salaries are progreffive from £.50. to £.80 a Year. 
His Salary is £-joo a Year including travelling Expences, 
but his Alfiflants are allowed 8j. a Day when travelling. The 
total Exfence of this Office is £.960. 

Under the Head of Sundries we find confiderable Altera- 
tions fince 1 784. There is a Watchman who receives £.31. 
4J. a Year ; a Chamber Keeper with a Salary of £.126. in- 
cluding Allowance for a Servant ; Four Servants at £. 26. 
each ; and a Chairwoman at £.13 a Year j a Store keeper of 
Candles has £. 50 a Year. Under this Head is claifed an 
Agent at The Brille, whofe Salary is £.110 a Year, making 
the whole Amount of Sundries £.434. 4J. In 17S2, they 
are Hated to have been £.1035. 15J. $d. but the Stamper 
and Letter Bringer's Place is abolilhed, and a Penfion of £.60 
a Year given to the Perlbn who held it. Four Infpeclors of 
Higlers and Carriers are abolilhed, and Penfions given, during 
Life, of £.52 a Year, One of which has lapfed. The Mail- 
maker and Bag-makers Places are abolilhed ; the Place alfo 
of Houfekeeper has ceafed to exift ; and the Committee 
muff remark, that the Perfon who held it is allowed an An- 
nuii y of £. ;oo a Year, and £.60 for Rent, in lieu of former 

Salary 
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Salary and Emoluments, amounting, according to the Re- 
turn of the Eftablilhment, only to £.78. 95. 4^. 

The total Aggregate Amount of the Salaries 

of the General Poft Office at this Time is £.33,282 o o 
In 1782, the Pay and Emoluments were - 28,431 2 11 

Making an increafed Expenditure of - £. 4,850 17 1 

Befides which it may be obferved, that the whole Expences 
of the Eftablilhment are now paid out of the Revenues of 
the Office, whereas, before the Regulations of 1793, the 
Fees and Gratuities paid by Individuals, amounting according 
to the Report of the Commiffioners of Enquiry to £.S,oic. 
6s. id. Annually, and according to the prefent Abftract to 
£.85 1 6. 13J. %d. were included in the Pay and Emoluments 
of Office. 

The Penny Poft Office was new modelled in 1794, and 
Six regular Deliveries per Day eftabliihed, inftead of Three 
uncertain ones. 

The Comptroller has Net £.400 a Year in lieu of a Salary 
and Emoluments, ftated to have been £.262. 16s. in 1782. 
A Deputy has been created for him, with £.300 a Year 
Salary. The Accountant General and Colleftorlhip are con- 
folidated, with a Salary of £-$oo a Year. The Salary and 
Emoluments of the Two Places were/ - . 348. 8*. Three new 
Clerks are placed under him, Two with £.2>o, and One with 
^70 Salary. There are Four Window Men and Twelve 
Sorters, of which Three are created under the new Eftablilh- 
ment ; their Salaries are graduated from £.90 to £.60 a Year, 
whereas before, their Pay, with Coals and Candles, did not 
amount to more than Half as much. Three Office Men, of 
whom One is new under the prefent Plan, are paid each 

£-54- 12s - 
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.£.54. 12s. a Year, nearly double the Pay of the former 
Office Men. But the greateft Increafe of Eftablifhment in 
this Office is in the inferior Department, viz. Two Runners 
at i6j. per Week on the new Plan ; 130 Town Letter Car- 
riers, paid £.5,085. \%s. inftead of 44 on the old Plan, who 
were paid , £. 1,293. 55. 6d. Ninety one Country Letter 
Carriers, paid ^.3,7 1 2 . i6j. inftead cf Thirteen on the 
old Plan, who were paid £.115. "js. 4^. Thirty Supernu- 
meraries, paid £.624.. inftead of Twelve on the old Plan,' 
paid £. 183. 12s. The Expences of the Eftablilhment of 
the Penny Poft Office have increafed four-fold under the new- 
Plan of 1794, being now £12,569. 85. whereas, in 1782, 
they were £.3,070. 1 $s. 6d. 

But it appears that this Plan is full before the Lords of the 
Treafury for their Approbation ; and that in the Year ending 
5th April 1796, the Salaries were £.4,381. 4J. 8d. and the 
Weekly Wages £.9,634. 14s. lid. fo that fome additional 
Officers or Servants mult have been employed during that 
Year. This Detail being taken from the Table furnifhed by 
the General Poft Office, Your Committee will* confider the 
Excefs as contingent, and ftate it when they come to Inci- 
dents, the rather becaufe the Collector and. Accountant in his 
Return conceives that the Whole cf the Penny Poft may be 
confidered as contingent, it being impoffible to diftinguifti 
clearly. The Advantage, however, to the Public, from the 
Frequency and Regularity of Communication throughout 
the Metropolis and its Environs, is evidently very great ; and 
Your Committee find from the Accounts returned of the net 
Income of the Penny Poft Office in the Years 1782 and 1796, 
and of the intermediate Year ending 5th April, 1794, which 
immediately preceeded the new Eftablifhmen, that the pro- 
greffive Improvement of the Revenue of this Office does not 
appear to be checked, but on the contrary confiderably acce- 
lerated, the advance from 1782 to 1794. being from £.4,9 10. 
ys. 2d. to £.6,086. 3*. 8d. or £.1,175. 16s. 6d. Increafe 
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in Twelve Years; whereas, in 1796, the eftimated Net 
Income is £.7,658. 6s. nd. of which £.6,500 has been 
a&ually paid to the Receiver General, making an eftimated 
Increafe of £.1,572. 3s. 3d. in two Years ; and confidering 
the Payments already made, this Eftimate cannot be fuppofed 
to be very inaccurate. 

The Office at Edinburgh has a Deputy Poftmafter General, 
whofe Salary in 178 a was £. 400 a Year, with £. 2 per Cent, 
on Monies remitted to the Receiver General ; in 1793, when 
this Perquifite ceafed, £.850 additional Salary was given as 
an Equivalent to the Perfon then holding the Place ; and 
upon his Death, Two Years after, the Salary was made Net 
£.800 a Year. The Secretary, in 1782, had £.100, which 
in 1785, was augmented to £.200 a Year, there having been 
an almoft general Advance of the Salaries of the Officers in 
the preceding Year ; and in 1793, when the Emoluments of 
the Circulation of News-papers in Scotland was taken away 
(the Edinburgh Printers having refufed to continue to pay it, 
not being allowed the fame Difcount as the London Printers 
at the Stamp Office) the Secretary's Salary was again aug- 
mented to £. 400 a Year, which continues to be paid him, 
with a Salary of £.40 to his Clerk. A Surveyor and Affiftant 
have now each £.150 a Year. In 1782, the Surveyor's Sa- 
lai"y was the fame, but the Affiftant had only £.50 a Year. 
An Accountant has £.160 a Year, with a Clerk at £.40. 
In 1782, he had £.95 a Year, and no Clerk. A Solicitor 
receives now £.100 a Year, who, in 1782, was paid £.50. 
An Infpedtor of Dead Letters, created in 1784, with £.40 
Salary, has now £.60 a Year. A Principal Clerk has £. 150 
a Year, and an Affiftant at £.60. In 1782, he had £.75 a 
Year, and no Affiftant. A Clerk of the North Road and 
Affiftant, who, in 1782, had £.31. 10s. and £.27. 10s. a 
Year Salary, have now £. 134 and £. 60 a Year refpedtively. 
A fimilar Augmentation has taken Place with refpecl: to the 
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Clerk of the Weft Road and his Affiftant. The Clerk of 
the Englifh Road had £ .yj . \os. and his Affiftant £.60, in 
1782; they have now £. 1 20 and £.70 a Year refpe&ively. 
A Letter Sorter, who had £.15 in 1782, has^.40. A Let- 
ter Stamper and Affiftant have £. 30 and £. 20 a Year, who, 
in 1782, was paid £.20, and had no Affiftant. The Letter 
Carriers, who, in 1782, had £.27. 6s. each, and were Six 
in Number, have now £.31. 4*. a Year, and are Ten in ' 
Number. A Meflenger and Houfekeeper, who had alio 
£.27. 6s. receives an augmented Salary of £.63 a Year, the ' 
new Regulations of 1793 having deprived him of Incidents 
to the Amount of £.20 as Houfekeeper, and fome other Al- 
lowances 

The Total Amount of the Expences of this Office in Sa- 
laries is now ^.3,178, in which is included an Annuity of £.25 
a Year to Peter Williamfon for his Life, fettled in 1793, in 
confequence of the Eftablifhment of a Penny Poft Office at 
Edinburgh, he having originally inftituted a private Penny 
Poft. In 1782, the total Amount of Salaries was £. 1,406. is. 

The incidental Expences of the General Poft Office were, 
in 1784, including Stationary, £.12,684. 18s. id. The 
Bye and Crofs Roads for the Year ending 5th April 1784, 
were £.877. is. yd. making together ^.13,562. os. yd. 
In the Year ending 5th April 1796, the Incident Bills of the 
General Poft Office amounted to £.36,310. 15^. yd. and 
thofe of the Bye and Crofs Roads to £.772. 12s. $d. making 
together £.37,083. 8s. The incidental Expences of the 
Penny Poft, in the Year ending the 5th April 1784, were 
£.1,435. 2J - ^4* at prefent, deducting the Amount of 
Salaries from the grofs Expence, ending 5th April 1796, 
there will be left for Incidents £.8,6 n. os. 6d. The Amount 
of Incidents, including Stationary, at the Edinburgh Poft 
Office, were, in 1786, £.2,110. 8j. lod. and the Salaries of 

the 
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the Deputy Poftmafters in North Britain were £.6,239. 
4;. 1 id. 

At prefent, deducting the Amount of Salaries from the 
Money expended in the Year ending Chriftmas 1796, there 
will be left for the Incidents and the Salaries of the Deputy 
Poftmafters of North Britain, £.11,168. 75. $d. 

The Salaries and Allowances of the Deputy Poftmafters 
in England, for a Year, ending 5th April, 
,1796, amounted to £.15,881 15 1 

The Riding Work was - - 20,610 5 7 

Making together the Sum of - £.36,492 o 8 



In 1784, the Sum paid to the Deputy Poftmafters for Sa- 
laries and Riding Work, was £.41,896. 3*. 4^. but under 
the new Eftablifhment Your Committee have to ftate the 
Expenditure of a further Sum for the Conveyance of Mails 
by Coaches, which, it is prefumed, the Commiflioners of 
Enquiry have comprehended in the general Account of Sala- 
ries and Riding Work. It amounted for One Year, to 5th 
April, 1796, to the Sum of - £.18,078 17 7 

The Wages of Guards - - 4A4 Z l 9 6 

The Total Amount of which is - £.22,321 17 1 



Your Committee have had an Abftract of the Mileage 
Warrants laid before them for the Quarter ending the 5th of 
April 1797, containing 42 Contracts for the Carriage of the 
Mails by Coaches, the greater Part of which is performed at 
id. a Mile, and a Deduction of £. 1 per Cent, on the grofs 
Amount ; fome few, however, are as high as 2d. and above. 
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They alfo required the Mileage by Horfes or Carts, hoping 
to be enabled to form fome Judgment of the comparative 
Advantage of the Extenfion of the Mail Coach Syftem. 
The Riding Work is ftated to amount to 4833 Miles, and 
the general Price per Mile for the Conveyance of every Day's 
Mails by Horfe or Cart, may be laid to be £. 4. 135. 4^. 
/or a Year, or about 3J. per Mile per Day, which includes 
both going and returning. In fome Inftances the Rides are 
done for lefs ; in many it requires a Price greatly beyond 
£.4. 13s. 4-d. per Mile. Thefe Allowances are fettled ac- 
cording to the Nature and Exigency of the Cafe, upon the 
Report of the Diftrid Surveyors to the Poftmaftcr General. 

The Agent's Salary and Allowance at Lifbon is ^.274. 
6s. 8d. a Year, ftated by the Commifiioners to have been 
£. 60, and £. 2 per Cent, on his Remittances. 

The Agent at Falmouth has £. 490 a Year. The Com- 
mifiioners ftate his net Income, compofed of various Emo- 
luments, to have been, in 1787. £.385. ys. There is an 
Agent at Yarmouth inftead of thole which ufed to be at 
Harwich and Dover before the War. His Salary and Emo- 
luments are ftated at £. 1270 a Year. The Dover Agent is 
reported by the Commifiioners to have received, in 1787, a 
Net Income of £. 1270. 10s. 4-d. a Year, and the Agent 
at Harwich a Net Income of £. 191 a Year. There is alfo 
now an Agent at Weymouth, whole Salary is not fettled ac- 
cording to the Statement, but is laid to be £. 80. Your 
Committee have ftated the Salaries and Emoluments of thefe 
Agents curforily, as the War has varied the Place of their 
Eftablifliment, which will probably undergo Alteration when 
Peace returns. The Deputy Poftmafter at Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, has £.150 a Year Salary, and £. 100 for a Clerk, 
and Houfe Rent, &c. The Deputy Poftmafter General at 
Quebec has £. 450 a Year. In the Commifiioners Report 
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they are ftated to have had £. 20 per Cent, on the Net Re- 
venue. In Jamaica, the Salary and Allowance out of the 
Revenue is £ . 598, the Reft paid by Individuals. The De- 
puty Poftmafters of the Weft Indies have alfo Salaries 
amounting to £. 855. 55. 8d. The Commiffioners ftate the 
Jamaica Deputy Poftmafter General to have received for him- 
felf and Clerks £. 264. 6s. and the Deputies of the other 
Iflands £. 50 each, if the internal Portage amounted to fo 
much. For the Conveyance of the Mails to Ireland the 
General Poft Office pays Annually £. 4000 to the Irifli Poft 
Office. At the Time of the Commiffioners Report, the 
Irilh Packet Boats made a Part of the Eftablifliment, and 
were included in the Account of the Annual Expenfe. 

The Expences of Packets fur the Year ending 5th April 
1796, amount to £. 78,439. 1 S f . %d. in which Your Com- 
mittee find £. 10,803. 9 s - 9^' f° r Capture by the Enemy j 
they find alio £. 2,003. 7^- f° r arming Packets, whicfy 
Stews that Defence in a fmall Degree is contemplated. The 
Commiffioners ftate the Annual Expences of the Packets, at 
the Time they reported, to have been £. 45,927. 6s. ^d. 
but your Committee find the Expences of this Branch of the 
Eftablilhment to have fluctuated moft from 1771 to 1787 
inclufive, by the Table annexed to the Commiffioners Re- 
port. In Time of War it, was very high, as was naturally 
to be expected, amounting, in the Year 1782, to 
£. 122,292. ijs. of which £. 15,801 lis. is for Capture; 
and upon the Whole it appears to Your Committee, that 
confiderable Attention has been paid to diminilh the Ex- 
pences of the Packets 5 for notwithftanding the great Increafe 
in the Price of every naval Store, the Advance of Wages, 
Provifions, &c. the prefent Eftablilhment of a Falmouth 
Packet (the Expences of which were, in the Opinion of the 
Commiffioners, moft to be attended to, as they amounted to 
above Three Quarters of the Whole) is very materially lefs 
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of 150 Tons Burthen and 18 Men, valued at ^.2500, 
than it is ftated to have been by the Account in the Appen- 
dix to the Commiflioners Report. There the Eftablifhment 
of a Packet on the Falmouth Station, about zoo Tons and 
30 Men, Value £. 4000 was, in 1788, a Time of Peace, 
£. 2129. 8 j. 6d. It now ftands thus: The Three firft 
Packets on the new Plan coft £. 3400 each ; Burthen 179 
Tons and 28 Men ; of each, of thefe the War Eftablifhment 
is £. 2112. 6s. %d. the Peace Eftablifhment is £.1681. 
lis. yd. 

The Packets fince built in the Thames coft ^.3200 (which 
the Poftmafter General have directed " to be abided by in fu- 
" ture.") Their Eftablifhment is in War £.2058. 6d %d. in 
Peace, £.1631. 11s. gd. There remain, however, Four on the 
old Eftablifhment, Two of which were reduced, as to the per 
Centage, from £.4000 Value to £.3600, by the Poftmafter 
General's Order: One of thefe will be out of the Service in 
1798. The Captain of the old one is engaged in building 
another in her Room. The other Three are intended to be 
put out of the Service the Firft Opportunity. The Efta- 
blifhment of an Harwich Packet, in 1788, Burthen 70 
Tons and 11 Men was £. 469. 155. 4,d. it is now, in War, 
with 17 Men and 70 Tons Burthen, £. 862. is. 4^. and in 
Peace, £.536. 195. yd. An Agency of £. i\ per Cent, on 
the Hire, Wear, and Tear of thefe Packets was paid by the 
Captain, which they will now neither pay nor receive. All 
the prefent Contracts for Packets are ftated to be determin- 
able at the Expiration of Seven, Fourteen, or Twenty one 
Years, as the Parties may agree, by giving Six Months 
Notice. In a Contract for a Packet of 179 Tons Burthen, 
of which a Copy is laid before Your Committee, the whole 
Term is Seven Years, determinable at the End df the Third 
or any fubfequent Year of the Term, on Six Months No- 
tice. The Eftimate made, under the Direction of the Com- 
miflioners of Enquiry, of the Eftabliftiment of a Packet of 
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in Peace, was £.1,215. in, 6d. in War, unarmed, and 
valued at £. 3000, was £. 1835. 10s. 

Your Committee have thought ' it their Duty to ftate 
briefly the Expence of this Plan, propofed by the Commif- 
fioners of Enquiry, that the Difference may be feen between 
it and that which has been fince adopted. They have dated 
the Reafons upon which the Poftmafter General have pre- 
ferred the more expenfive Plan. 

The whole Check, therefore, that Prudence can venture to 
a^ply to this important and necellary Branch of the Public 
Expenditure, feems to be, to prevent rigoroufly all its Of- 
ficers and Agents from having any pecuniary Connection with 
it, and to endeavour in fome Dtgree to render it lefs flue-" 
tuating, not by attempting to throw the Rilk of Capture 
upon individual Owners (who might not be induced to un- 
dertake it without an extravagant Compenfation, and who 
might eafily injure this important Service by their Endeavours 
to avoid individual Rifk) but by conftantly infuring the 
Packets with the Underwriters, unlefs, indeed, (which were 
much to be defired) it were found practicable to contract 
publicly, and under Conditions fimilar to thole recommended 
by the Commiffioners of Enquiry, for the Conveyance of 
Mails by Packets, with fuch Individuals or Companies as 
would undertake it at the loweft Prices, for a Term of Years, 
upon the different Stations, fo as to open this lucrative De- 
partment to public Competition*. 

One Branch more of the Expenditure of the Poft Office 
remains to be ftated, arifing from the Practice of allowing 
certain Penfions and Compenfations to Officers on their Su- 
perannuation, or upon any Change of Eftablifhment, by 

• On this Subject the Infpe&or of Packets, Mr. Bc-nnett, gives ftrong Reafons 
againft letting by public Contract, the Experiment having tailed, according to 
him, in Two Inftanees. See his Examination, Supplement (F.) 
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which they may have been deprived of any Perquifites of 
Office. Previous to the New Eftablilhment of 1793, thcfe 
amounted to £.1,500 ; on that Eftablifhment taking Place, 
there were further Grants to the Extent of £.6,101 ; and 
fince that Time others have taken Place, amounting to£. 1 ,47 5. 
The total of thefe, £.9,076, will be faved to the Public as 
the Parties to whom they have been granted die, or are pro- 
moted ; and Your Committee find accordingly, that£.648 10s. 
has fallen in fince 1793 on four Promotions, and £.368. 10s. 
on five Deaths. It were to be wilhed that the Number and 
Amount of luch future Saving were increafed, by its being 
made an eftablilhed Practice to promote to efficient Situation;- 
thofe Officers, who, at the Time of their retiring, .are yet 
capable of performing active Duties, inftead of giving them 
Penfions, which, as Your Committee have had Occalion to 
notice in this Report, appear to be almoll equal, in fome 
Inftances, to their Salaries and Emoluments during their 
actual Attendance upon their Official Duties. Your Com- 
mittee, however, learn with Satisfaction, that there is no 
Office or Situation whatever under the Poftmafter General 
granted in Reverlion. 

In their Endeavours to exhibit a juft Companion of the 
prdent Increafe and Expenditure of the Poll Office, as op- 
pofed to thole of a former Period, Your Committee mud 
obierve, that the Commiflioners of Enquiry, as this Object 
was not particularly in their View, have not ftated in their 
Report the Expences of the Poft Office in any one Year, 
throughout its different Departments. Their Account of the 
Salaries, Allowances, Fees, &c. of both the London and 
Edinburgh Poft. Office (including thofe of the Deputy Poft- 
maders of Great Britain, with their Riding Work, for the 
Year 1784) amounts to £.85,994. ids. id. The Expences 
of the Packets for the Year 1787 is ftated at £.45,927. 6s. ^d. 
Wthe Amount of incidental Expences for the General Poft 
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Offices, including Stationary, is for 1784; for the Bye and 
Crofs Roads and Penny Poft, it is for a Year ending 5th 
April 1784 ; and for the Edinburgh Office, it is for the Year 
1786 ; the Three together making £.17,107. lis. 6d. The 
Commiffioners therefore, from thefe feveral Documents fo 
collected, ftate the Annual Expenditure of the Poft Office 
to be at that Period, £.149,029. 175. of which it appears 
that £.141,019. 10s. xod. was paid by the Public, andthat 
£.8,010. 6s. zd. was paid by Individuals. This Expendi- 
ture, however, when applied to the Table (which was returned 
them of the, Grofs and Net Produce of the Poll Office from 
the 5th April 1757, to 5th April 1 7 87 J fo far from adapting 
itlelf to any one Year throughout the whole Series, will 
hardly amount in many Inftances, to more than half the real 
Expenditure. Thus, if the Year 1784 be taken, and the 
Net Produce, £196,513. \ds. yd. be deducted from the 
Grofs Produce, £.452,404. 6s. lod. ; the Expences of 
Management and Packets will be found to have been 
£.255,890. ioj. 3^. This Year is taken, becaufe the Com- 
miffioners have reported the incidental Charges of the General 
Poft Office, and alfo the Riding Work of this Year, in their 
Eftimate. If the Year 1787 be taken, in which the Packet 
Expences are ftated by the Commiffioners, the Grols Produce 
appears to have been eftiinated at £,510,241, and the Net at 
£.275,868, which leaves £ 234,373 for Expences of Ma- 
nagement and Packets ; a Sum very difcordant with that 
ftated by the Commiffioners of Enquiry. 

Your Committee having before them the Table of Grofs 
and Net Produce of the Poft Office for Thirty Years, from^ 
5th April, 1757, to 5th April, 1787, beg Leave to remark, 
though it is beyond the ftrict Limits of their Inftructions, 
that whilft the grofs Produce appears to have been . uniformly 
progreffive both in War and in Peace, the Net Produce has 
been ftationary, and even retrograde, for feveral Years pre- 
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vious to 178 ;?, which, probably, was in a great Degree occa- 
fionecl by the Effects of the American War. In the fubfequent 
Year, 1784, an Act was palled for granting additional Rates 
of Poftage. &c. in which the Liberty of franking Letters 
was reftrained, by requiring the whole Superfcription of the 
Letter to be written by the Member, or other authorized 
Perlbn franking the fame. The Conveyance of the Mails by 
Coaches was alfo adopted in the fame Year. From that 
Period to 1787, the Increafe of the Net Produce appears to 
have been uniform and progreffive, 

• 

Your Committee have felccled Three Years from the faid 
Table (viz. 1783, 1784, 1785) with a View to compare the 
Average of thofe Three Years with that of the laft Three 
Years of which the Accounts have been Hated to Parliament *. 

By which it appears that the Increafe of the Average Ex- 
penditure in 1793, i794> i795> being Years of War, is only 
£.8,964. 15J. gd. in fo large a Sum as £.264,170. iSs. ~]d. 
whillt the Net Produce has been doubled. The Altera- 
tion of the Eftablillimcnts of the London General and Penny 
Poft Offices, and of the Edinburgh Office, took Place in 
1793 and 1794, and has been detailed by Your Committee. 
In 1795, an Act paffed for further regulating Letters fixe 
from Poltage, by which Members of Parliament, &c. are 
reftricted as to the Number and W eight of Franks ; and in 
the prefent Seffions an Act palled for increafing the Poftage 
of Letters, &c. fo that the Revenue of this Office muft be 
in a very improved Situation fince the Years on which the 
latter Average is taken. 

§ 3. The laft Part of the Inftructions of Your Com- 
mittee being to report whether any, and what further Mea- 

* See Report VII. Folio Edit. 
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lures can be adopted for reducing any Part of the Expenditure 
of the Public Revenue, or for diminilhing the total Amount 
of the Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment to the 
Public Service ; they think it their Duty to premife, that in 
an executive Office of the Nature of the General Poft Office, 
w here Succefs depends upon a conftant and unwearied At- 
tention to every Department, it is not enough to introduce 
Regulations of Difpatch, Security, and Economy ; in order 
to maintain them, their Execution muft be frequently exa- 
mined and reviled, and every Part of the complicated Move- 
ment muft be regulated by Superintendants well informed in 
the Mechanifm of the Whole, and regularly attentive to all 
the Parts. 

All Meafures for conducting the Bufinefs of this Depart- 
ment with Safety and Difpatch acquire an Importance propor- 
tionate to the increafing Commerce of the Country ; and the 
ready Means of augmenting t he Revenue, which the Poft 
Office affords to the Public, without operating as any very 
conliderable Burthen upon Individuals, make every Suggeftion 
ufeiul which may produce additional Regularity and Economy. 

It may be worthy of Consideration, whether a Board of 
Commiflioners, upon the Plan on which other Revenue De- 
partments are conducted, would not fecure the moft effectual 
, Attention to the rapid and complicated Bufinefs of this Office, 
being a Revenue Department of extenfive Tranfactions, and 
much depending for its Succefs upon the Skill exercifed in 
making its various and numerous Contracts. 

The Patronage of the Poft Office is of a moft extenfive 
Nature, obvioufly requiring great Difcretion in its Exercife. 
much Knowledge of the Duties to be performed, and confi- 
derable Attention to the Characters of the Individuals who 
are to be promoted. 
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This Patronage, as to the. Individuals to be appointed, is 
exercifed fplely by the Poftmafter General, under the Con- 
trol, however, of the Lords of the Treafury, as to the In- 
creafe or Diminution of Salaries, &c. to whom are referred, 
alfo, any Alterations which may be propofed in the various 
Departments of the Office. There appear to be in the dif- 
ferent Offices in London and at Edinburgh, of principal 
Officers and their Deputies, under the Poftmafter General, 
about Fifty, whofe Salaries are ibme of them £.700, and even 
£. 1,000 per Annum, and none are lefs than £.100 a Year. 
The Clerks, Window Men, and Officers of a Defcriptnn to 
be paid from £.300 a Year down to £.60, are One Hundred 
and Thirty-feven in Number; and the Letter Carricis, Sor- 
ters, &c. who receive from £.50 to about £.30 a Year, are 
not fewer than Four Hundred and Seventy, befides the 
Agents for Packets, and the" different Deputy Poftmafters 
throughout the Kingdom and in the Plantations. It is highly 
deferable that the Officers of fo important a Branch of the 
Public Service mould be liberally rewarded, and in every 
Inftance where they have performed their Duty with Fidelity 
for a Series of Years, and have been rendered, by Age or In- 
firmity, unable to continue their Services, that they mould 
be allowed to retire upon Penfions provided out ot the Reve- 
nue of the Office. It is allbjuft, where the. fair Emoluments 
of a meritorious Officer are materially curtailed by the Regu- 
lation of his Department, that fome Compcnfation lhould be 
made, either by Promotion, or Addition to his Salary ; but 
Your Committee fee Reafon, in the Amount and Magnitude 
of the Penfion Lift of this Office, to apprehend that this 
Principle has been carried too far. It appears to have been 
applied, where Example ought not to be held out to the Imi- 
tation of Succeffors in Office, and has exceeded the Recom- 
mendations contained in the Report of the Commiffioners of 
Enquiry, of which your Committee have noticed fome In- 
ftances in a former Part of their Report. This may arife in 
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fome Degree from the Syftem of allowing Deputies in the 
different Departments, which is apt to Increafe unneceffarily 
the Number of Officers, from the very Nature of a Deputy. 
As iome Security againft any Abufe of this Nature, it may 
become the more necetiary that each Principal mould dif- 
charge the Duties of his own Office perfonally. The Ap- 
pointment of Deputies has generally grown out of the Cir- 
cumftance of too much Salary having been paid to their 
Principals ; and where they have become the real Conductors 
of the Bufinefs they fliould be made Principals, and the higher 
Offices, with their Salaries Ihould be abolilhcd. Your Com- 
mittee think, that they cannot too ftrongly reprefent the 
Propriety of apportioning the Salaries of all the Officers, fo 
as to give proper Encouragement to Addrefs and Vigilance, 
without inducing them to relax from their Exertions. Your 
Committee, in the earlier Parts of their Report, have noticed 
the large Balances remaining in the Receiver General's Hands 
at the Termination of each Quarter* ; and they coincide in 
Opinion with the Ccmmiffioners of Enquiry, " that the 
" Public Money mould be lodged in the Bank of England, 
" in the Name of the Receiver General, who ihould lpecify 
" in his Drafts the Service for which it is drawn, in like Man- 
" nor as the Paymafter General of the Forces, and Treafurer 
" of the Navy now do." The Realbns urged by Mr. 
Mortlock, in his Letter f to the Poftmafter General on this 
Subject, appear- to Your Committee to be inconcluiive, as 
the Bills to which Acceptances are to be procured (and which 
he ftates it to be contrary to the Ufage of the Bank to fend 
out for Acceptance) may be retained in the Receiver General's 
Office, and fent out from thence for Acceptance, without 
involving the Account at the Bank in any Difficulty. 

* The Commiflioners of Accounts, in their Second Report, Page 7, 
notice a fimilar Excefs of Balance in the Receiver General's Hands in 1780, 
and ftate as their Opinion, that he ought to pay every Week the Net Ba- 
lance of his Receipt into the Exchequer, referving in his Hands no more 
than is neceffary to pay the current Expences of the Office. 

f Supplement (I.) 
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On the Subject of the Balances which remain in the De- 
puty Poftmafter's Hands in Edinburgh, Your Committee 
have already obfcrved, when they itated their Amount ia a 
former Part of their Report. They have alfo adverted to the 
Check upon the Receiver General's Accounts, propofed by 
the Commiluoners to be placed in the Hands of the Ac- 
countant General. 

The Labours of the Commiffioners of Enquiry were great, 
and their Inveftigations were not unattended with falutary 
Confequences. From the tardy Manner, however, in which 
their ufeful Suggeftioni, were entertained, from the Obflacles 
which were thrown in the Way of feveral Improvements in 
this Department, previous to the Time of their Enquiry, by 
thofe who were interefted in the Continuance of the Abufes 
attendant upon the Management of the Packet Boats, &c. 
and from the partial Adoption of the Mealures advifed by 
them, their Recommendations having been frequently ex- 
ceeded in the Amount of Salaries and Eftablilhment, Your 
Committee has Realbn to think that fome Parts of the Efta- 
blifhment have mil need of Revilion and Improvement. The 
Extenfion of the Mode of Conveyance by Mail Coaches is de- 
firable on the Principle of producing Safety, even where Dil- 
patch and Economy cannot be materially improved ; but 
Your Committee have found it impoflible to form a Judg- 
ment upon that Subject from any Documents they could ob- 
tain, as fo much mull depend upon the Nature of the Roads 
in the different Parts of the llland, and the Degree of Inter- 
courfe they afford, to encourage Perfons to undertake the 
Conveyance of the Mails by Coaches. 

On the Subject of the Parliamentary Penfions *, which your 
Committee only adverted to by a Note in the former Part of 

• Thefe Penfions amount to £.13,700, and are paid by the Receiver 
General out of the Net Revenue of the Port Office, confequently do not 
appear in the Accounts of this Office. See Page 16 of this Report. 

this 



COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 



this Report, they being paid at the Treafury out of the Net 
Revenues of the Poft Office, Your Committee beg Leave to 
fuggeft, that it would be defirable to rid the Revenue of all 
ftfdh Grants, by purchafing them from the Individuals who 
poflefs them, as often as the Meafure can be made convenient 
to the Parties. 

On the Subject of the Packets, which is a moft important 
one, on the Penfions to Officers of the Eftablilhment, and 
upon fome other Matters of lets Moment, Your Committee 
have been induced to offer feveral Obfervations as they oc- 
curred at the Time of detailing the prefent State of the 
Office. They have rather thought it their Duty to obferve 
upon the general State and Management of the Poft Office, 
than to enter into thofe Minutiae of the interior Regulations 
of the various Departments, to which their Opportunity of 
enquiring, and their Power of propofing fuitable Regulations, 
appear to them to be lels adapted. Among other Things it 
has been fuggefted, that all Letters to Individuals from India 
lhould pafs through the Poft Office, which would give Secu- 
rity and Celerity to the Communication, and improve the 
Revenue confiderably. It has alio been fuggefted, that if the 
proportionate Charge on Letters by Weight was more gradual, 
many Tilings, which now pals as Parcels by the Mails, and 
augment the Profit of the Proprietors, would be fent by the 
Poft on Account of the fuperior Safety, in the Shape of Let- 
ters. With Regard to the firft Suggeftion, a* Correfpondence 
had taken Place between the Secretary of the Poft Office, 
by Command of the Poft Mafter General, the Solicitor of 
the Poft Office, and the Eaft India Company's Secretary, 
from which it appears, that the Letters from India do not 
come within the Provifions of the 5th Geo. III. refpe&ing 
Ship Letters ; but that the Directors are difpofed to comply 
with the Propofition of the Poft Office, and after felecling 

• Supplement (H.) 
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their own Letters, to fend the others to the Poft Office. On 
the fecond Suggeftion, Your Committee have no Means of 
pronouncing an Opinion. It is certain that great Numbers 
of fmall Parcels, weighing Two Ounces and upwards, are 
lent by the Mail Coaches at an inferior Rate of Carriage, 
which, confidering this Eftablifliment as a Species of exclu- 
five Carrying Trade, muft fubtracf confiderably from its 
Revenue. If Your Committee are juftified by their Docu- 
ments in the Obfervations they have already lubmitted to 
Your Confident ion, an active and vigilant Superintendance 
would produce Retrenchment, and pivferve the falutary Re- 
gulations already adopted ; without it, the Bufinefs of this 
important and extenfive Branch of the Public Revenue and 
Expenditure will always have a Tendency to Profufion ; with 
it, Regularity and Economy will fpread their Influence 
through the different Departments, and will juflify Your 
Committee, even at this Period, in repeating what is ftated 
by the Commiffioners of Enquiry in their Report, " that 
" though much has been done, much remains ftill to be 
" effe&ed." 

July 19th, 1797. 
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Supplement (A) Report VII. 

An Account of the prefent Pay of the Officers, &c. in the 
General Post Office, including their Fees and Allowances 
from the Office, March 30, 1797. 

His Majesty's Post Master General - - 5000 o 

Secretary ... Anthony Todd, Efq. - - 1400 o 

Firft Clerk - 300 o 

Dead Letter Infpector - R. P. Barlow, Efq. - - 300 o 

Receiver General - - John Mortlock, Efq. - - 800 o 

Firft Clerk ... 400 o 

Accountant General - Wm. Fauquier, Efq. - - 700 o 

Deputy - Thomas Church ■> - 400 0 

Firft Clerk - . - 150 o 

BYE LETTER OFFICE. 

Accountant - - John Weaver - - 400 o 

Firft Clerk - 150 o 

Solicitor ... Anthony Parkin - - 300 o 

Architect - - J. T. Groves - - 150 Q 

FOREIGN OFFICE. 

Comptroller - - Arthur Stanhope, Efq, - 700 « 

Deputy ... John Starr - 254 o 

Firft Clerk - - '33 0 

INLAND OFFICE. 

Clerks of the Roads (6) - - - - each - 300 o 

Letter Carrier Infpeftor Hugh Fergufon - - 100 o 

Deputy ... John Sparke - - 80 o 

Pr Su^eyor and Refident \ Francis Freeling, Efq, - 700 0 

Firft Clerk - - 105 o 

Surveyor ^ Superintend- j Thomas Hafk £f . . Q 

ant of Mail Coaches - J * ' 

PENNY POST OFFICE. 

Comptroller - - Charles Walcot, Efq. - - 400 o 

Deputy r Edward Johnfon, Efq. - 300 o 

Accountant & Colleflor Charles Freeman, Efq. . 300 o 

N n EXAMINATION 
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EXAMINATION of Francis Freeling, Efq. Joint Secretary 
of the Poll Office ; taken the 16th Day of June 1797. 

I WAS appointed to that Office in the Month of March laft. I 
was promoted to this Office from that of Principal and Refident 
Surveyor. 

Q. Has any Alteration taken place with refpect to the Salary 
paid Mr. Todd, who was fole Secretary befoie your Appointment, 
and who is now Joint Secretary with you ? — A. Not ihe fmallefl. 
I derive no pecuniary Advantage whatever from this Promotion. 
My former Office was abolilhed upon my prefent Appointment; 
and I retain the Emoluments of that Office as a Compenfation for 
difcharging the Duties of my prefent Situation. It is fettled, in 
cafe of Mr. Todd's Demife, that I lhall become fole Secretary, 
with a Salary of £. 500 per Annum, in Addition to the Guarantee 
of £. 700 a Year, which I now receive. It is meant that thefe 
Two Sums in future fhall become the Total Amount of the An- 
nual Payment of the Secretary of the Poft Office. 

(?. What is Mr. Stanton's Age ? — A. I fuppofe about Forty. 

Q. Do you know what Mr. Pott's Age is? — A- About Sixty. 

(A Is the Receiver General an Officer refpoufiblc to the Poft- 
mafler General, or an Officer appointed by the Treafury ? — A. By 
the Treafury. 
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EXAMINATION of Francis Freeling, Efq. Joint Secretary 
of the Poll Office ; taken the 26th Day of June 1797. 

0. IN what Manner do the Agents of the Packets account to the 
Polt Office for thai Proportion of the Freight of Bullion and 

Head Money, which is received on Account of the Polt Office ? 

A. The Agent fafisfies himfelf as to the Number of Paffengers, 
and the Amount of Bullion, and tranfmits an Account immediately 
after the Arrival of each Packet. The Agent, at the Expiration 
of every Quarter, tranfmits an Account, accompanied by Vouch 
ers, which are compared with the Returns before mentioned ; and 
it is from thefe Documents examined by the Infpe&or of Packets, 
and the Accountant General, that the Monies ariftng from thefe 
Freights are carried to the Account of the Public. The Agent's 
Accounts are verified upon Oath before a Magiftrate. 

0. Are 
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Q. Are any other Articles than Bullion and Paflengers allowed to 
be carried in the Pod Office Packets ? — A. It is contrary to the Aft 
ol' Parliament of the 13th and 14th" of Charles II. Chap, n 
and 22. 

0. Has the Architect any Commiffion on Account of Buildings 
at the Port Office under his Direction ? — A. Not the leaft, that I 
know of. 

I beg Leave to ftate, that in Addition to the Account of the 
Pay and Emoluments of the Comptroller and Refident Surveyor 
ot the Bye Letter Office, which in the General Account is rated 
at £• S7°- 8</. a further Sum of £. 100 is to be added, received 
by him in lieu of Houfe Rent. 
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LETTER from Anthony Todd. Efq. to Robert Oliphant, Efq. 
dated 26th March, 1792. 

Sir, General Poft Office, March 26, 1792. 

AS it appears by your Account for the Quarter ended the 10th 
October laft, that your real Balance due to this Office amounted to 
/ 8,647. a nd as the Poftmafler General conceive from the 

Con cfpomlence which has already paffed with you upon the Sub- 
ject, that the Sum of £ 6,50 has been, and will Mill be fufficient, 
including the current Receipts, to enable you to carry on the Bu- 
linefs of your Office, you mull remit to me the Sum of £ 8000, in 
a good Bill or Bills due on or before the 4th ot April next, unlefs 
the prefent Balance which is in your Hands, is fo much reduced as 
you cannot pay in that Sum, without flopping or retarding your 
current and ordinary Difburfements ; it is alfo material that all 
Arrears fnould be paid up as far as poffible without Delay, as our 
Annual Account is made up at the Exchequer on the 5th of April 
every Year. 
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EXAMINATION of the Right Hon. the Earl ot Chefterfield, 
Joint Poftmafter General ; taken 16th Day of June */97- 

Q. WHAT conltitutes a Board?— A. The Poftmafters General, 
and the Secretary. If the Subject: to be conlidered of at the Board 
is of legal Nature, the Solicitor is required to attend ; and it is un- 
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derftood at the General Poft Office, that whenever a Board is to be 
held all Officers at the Head of Departments are to remain at the 
Poft Office, in order to be ready fhould they be wanted by the Poft- 
mafters General. 

Q. What is the Nature of the Bufinefs which requires the Poft- 
mailers General to the Board? — A. As the ufual Daily Bufinefs 
of the Office is communicated by the proper Officers to the Poft- 
mafters General by Minutes and Letters, on the Back of which the 
Poftmafters General give Directions of what is to be done, in con- 
fequence of thofe Minutes Boards are much lefs frequently held 
than formerly. Boards now are held for the Purpofe of invefti- 
gating Complaints, either againft the Officers refiding in London, 
or againft Country Poftmafters, who are often fummoncd to Lon- 
don for that Purpofe ; the Periods of holding a Board are uncer- 
tain, and depend upon the Nature of the Bufinefs already defcribed. 

Q. What is the Nature of the official Paper Daily laid before the 
Poftmafters General, the Superintendance of which require imme- 
diate Attention ? — A. The firft Paper fen t to the Poftmafters Gene- 
ral is the Daily Return of the Number of Letters fent out on the 
preceding Evening, and received that Morning. This Paper ftates 
the Arrival and Departure of the Mails — the Number of Letters 
Inwards and Outwards— the Amount of paid and unpaid Letters — 
the Number of Officers on Duty — the extraordinary Arrivals of 
Foreign Mails, and fuch Remarks as the Prefident on Duty has to 
make on the Conduft of any of the Officers — The Reft of the 
official Papers confift of Letters from Country Poftmafters — Re- 
ports of Surveyors — Letters from Agents to the Packets, and all 
Occurrences of fuch a Nature as may arife in the Courfe of the 
Day. To which Lift is to be added all Warrants for the Payment 
of Money, for the Signature of the Poftmafters General. The 
Daily Report is always fent by the Letter Carrier to the Diftricr 
in which the Poftmafters General refide, and he receives it with 
his Letters by the Poft. The Remainder of the Papers, which are 
always fent by Mr. Freeling, or the Secretaries Office, 1 receive 
as Poftmafter General every Evening. They are either fent in 
Circulation to the other Poftmafter General, if he is in Town, 
or returned to the Office early next Morning, from whence thev 
are forwarded to him. The Obfervations which the Poflmaflci , 
General may have Occafion to make on the Back of any Letter or 
Paper, aie copied in a Book kept for that Purpofe, and made a 
Record of the Office. 

Q. If any of the Remarks made on the Back of thefe Papers are 
of a Directory Nature, is the Signature of either of the Poft- 
mafters General, fingly, fufficient to authorize its being carried 
into Execution ? —A. Certainly not; although in Cafes of particu- 

lar 
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lar Exigency, requiring particular Accommodation for Public 
Service, either of the Poftmafters General have taken it upon 
themfelves to give an Order to tint Effect ; but which is fubfe- 
quently figned bv the other Poftmafter General. 

Q. If any Difference of Opinion arifes between the Poflmafters 
General, how is that Difference decided? — Such Cafes, I believe, 
very feldom occur ; did they, I fuppofe, the Junior Poftmafter 
General might be inclined to give way to the Senior. 

Q. Are the Officers and Clerks advanced in Rotation, and how 
long has that Regulation been obtained ? — A. They are, with very 
few Exceptions ; fuch as the Secretary — the Comptroller of the 
Foreign Office, and the Accountant General ; the Reft fucceed by 
Seniority, unlefs their Conduct be fuch as to juftify a Deviation. 
I found this Regulation eftablifhed when I fame into Office. 

Q. Are the Perfons, employed bv the Poft Office, allowed to 
have any Shares in Contracts for conveying the Mails by Coaches, 
or otherwife ? — A. Not to my Knowledge ; it would be againft a 
ftanding pofitive Order of the Office — I lliould think it my Duty 
to difmifs, immcdiatelv, any Perfon who had the leaft Concern 
with any of the Contracts made by the Office. 



Supplement (F.) 

Examination of Mi. John B. Bennett, Infpector of Packets, 
taken the 26th Day of June, 1797. 

0. ARE the Packets hired by Private Contraff in all Inftances ? 
— Yes ; except in One Inftan'ce of a Packet which belongs to 
Government, and that quits the Service in 1798. The Captain of 
that Packet is building one upon the improved Plan at Plymouth, 
by Private Contract. 

0. Can you ftate any Reafon why the Packets fhould not be 
hired by Public Contrail ?— A. If they were hired by Public Con- 
tiact, the Confequence would be, that whoever took them would 
avail themfelves, at the Expiration of their Term, of the Necef- 
fity of the Service, and would be able to compel the Poft Office to 
fubmit to their own Terms ; it has been tried to let the Packets on 
the Milford and Waterford Stations publicly, and no Perfon but 
the original Contractor offered, and he had, of courfe, his own 
Terms; though it was held open for Six Months. It hasalfo been 
tried on the Corunna Station. Two were hired from Individuals; 
after which the Poft Office purchafed two Veffels, and put in their 
own Captains, and faved/".6oo per Annum to the Revenue by it. 

An 
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An ACCOUNT of the Quarterly Balances arifing from the Reve- 
nues of the Foft Office, and Money paid by the Receiver Ge- 
neral of the Poft Office into the Exchequer, in the Four Quar- 
ters, ending the 10th of October 1796 ; and of the Balance re- 
maining in his Hands on the 26th of April 1797. 



QUARTERS ending 

January 5th, 1796 
April 5th, 1796 
July 5th, 1796 - - 
O&ober 10th, 1796 



PAYMENTS 

into the 
EXCHEQUER. 


BALANCE. 


£> s. d. 


£■ 


s. 


d. 


96,000 0 0 


31.139 


6 


0 


116,000 0 0 


25,202 


H 


7 


125,000 0 0 


28,875 


12 


10 


137,000 0 0 


28 .754 


8 


11 


474,000 0 0 


113,972 


2 


4 



Thefe Balances are retained in the Hands of the Receiver Gene- 
ral of the Poft Office, for the Purpofe of paying the Current Ex- 
pences of the Office, which amount upon an Average to about 
£. 25,000 per Quarter. 



BALANCE. 

April 25th, 1797. - 

Bills received from fundry Pofhnafters, be- 
tween the 5th and 26th of April 1797 - - 



Of which was paid in due Courfe to the Ex 
chequer on the 2d and 4th of May 1797 

General Poft Office, 
May 9, 1797. 



£• s. d. 

10,336 19 6 

12,060 2 7 



22,397 2 1 
18,000 o o 



4.397 2 1 



CORRESPONDENCE 
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CORRESPONDENCE relative to Letters to and from INDIA. 



No. i.— Mr. Free ling to the Poflmafter General. 

MY LORDS, General Poll Office, May 25, 1796. 

I HAVE the Honour to ftate, that when Letters are brought by 
the Company's Ships from the Eafl Indies, it is the Practice for 
the Porters and Servants of the India Houfe, to deliver fuch as are 
addrefTed to Perfons redding in Town, infleadof their beingbrought 
to the Poll Office, as all other Ship Letters are or ought to be ; and 
that this Delivery is not only very irregular, but attended with 
confiderable Expence to the Parties, for it fometimes happens, that 
the Letters are detained Ten Days, a Fortnight, or a Month, and 
even then Half-a-Crown, Five Shillings, or Ten Shillings and Six 
Pence, is demanded for that Service 

It has fome Time fince occurred to me, that if Your Lordfhips 
could effectually interfere, fo as to regulate the Delivery of thofe 
Letters, a raoft material Service might be rendered to a Part of the 
Community, and fome Advantage be derived from it by this Revenue. 

The chiet Obftacles which appeared to me to Hand in the Way 
of accomplifhing fo defirable an Object, were, Firft, a Doubt 
whether the Acts of the 9 Queen Anne, and 5 George III. did or 
did not apply to the Letters brought by the Company's Ships : And, 
Secondly, if thefe Acts did not apply, whether by an Attempt to 
bring the Letters to the Poft Office, a material Injury might not be 
done to fome of the Servants of the Eafl India Houfe, who from 
the very great Fees received on the Delivery of the Letters, I con- 
jectured might make up the greatefl Part of their Incomes from 
that Pra61ice. 

With thefe Doubts, I addrefTed a Letter (Copy of which I inclofe) 
to the Solicitor ; and I alfo applied to a Gentleman in the Eafl 
India Houfe, very capable of giving me much ot the Information 
I required. 

By the Solicitor's Letter, which I inclofe, it appears, the 
Penalties of the Acts of Parliament do not attach to the Practice, 
as it obtains at the Eaft India Houfe ; for it feems, that the Letters 
come over in Boxes, addrefTed to the Directors, who in fuch Cafes 
have an undoubted Right to difpofe of the Contents in the Way 
they beft like. Of courfe nothing can be done, but by a Reqncit 
to the Court of Direftors, that as foon as the Letters are taken out 
for themfelves, and fuch of their Connexions as they chufe to 
accommodate, the Remainder mav be fent to this Office for Delivery. 

The 
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The Gentleman to whom I have before alluded, acquainted me, 
he had all Reafon to believe the Court of Directors would moft 
readily confent to fucb. a Propofition from Your Lordfhips ; and 
ta.it the Servants of the Eaft India Houfe, being already fufficiently 
paid, could not be faid to be injured by the Lofs of a Perquifite, 
which might juflly be called a grievous Iinpofition, and that Your 
LorcHhips would be doing a kind At\ to Numbers, who now are 
not only fubjeff to the Injury of Delay, but alfo to exorbitant De- 
mands on the Delivery of their Letters, when fucb Delivery may 
fuit the Convenience of the Servants of the Eaft India Houfe. 

Under thefe Circumftances, I iubmit to Your Lordfhips the 
Propriety of my addreffing a Letter to the Chairman of the Court 
ol Directors, for the Purpofes mentioned in this Report. 

All which is humbly fubinittcd, by 

Frauds F reeling. 



The Postmaster General's Minute. 

May 27th. 

This is a Bufinefs requires fome Confideration ; but yet 
I fee no Objection to Mr. Freeling either writing to or talking the 
Matter over with the Chairman ot the Eaft India Company privately. 
From fuch Communication, (omething may arife, fo as to enable 
the Poftmalter General to make fuch Arrangements as may then be 
fouhd expedient. 

Ck. 

June 4. 

I peifcQly agree with Lord Chcftcrfield in this Matter. 



(No. 2.) Mr. Freeling to Mr. Parkin. 

SIR, General Port Office, March 15, 1796. 

I beg to have your Opinion, whether the Afts of the 9th of 
Queen Anne and 5 Geo. III. iefpe£Hng Ship Letters, door do not 
apply to Letters brought over in Boxes, or otherwife, in the Com- 
pany's Ships from India ; fome of which Boxes are addrefTed to 
the Direftors ? And if there be a Doubt about the Application of 
thofc A6ls in the Way I have mentioned, whether it would not be 
right for the Office to avail itfelf of the Probability of getting 
from the Court all fuch Letters, as, upon Examination, the Direftors 
(hall chufe to deliver to us, the Dire&ors taking out, as they would 
naturally do, all Letters addreffed to themfelves, and to fome of 
their Connexions. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

F, Freeling. 
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(No. 3.) Mr. Parkin to Mr. Freeling, 

S 1 R, General Poft Office, March 23, 1796. 

THE Aft of 5 Geo. III. requires, that no Veffel fhall be per- 
mitted to break Bulk, or make any Entry into Port, until all Let- 
ters brought by any Mailer, or his Company, or any Paffenger, • 
fhall be deli%'ered to the Agents of the Poftmafter General, to be 
difpatched Poll, on Pain of Forfeiture of £ . 20, by the Perfon 
bringing fuch Letters, and neglefling to deliver them. 

Now, in the Cafe of Letters from India, they are not brought 
by or with the aftual Knowledge of the Officers or Seamen ; for, . 
on the contrary, I apprehend the Difpatches are made up in Boxes 
at the different Prefidencies in India, addreffed to the Directors of 
the Eaft India Company, for delivering which at the India Houfe 
the Captains of the Ships would not be liable to any Penalty, nei- 
ther would the Directors be liable to any for not delivering them 
at the Pofl Office, for the Penalty attaches only on the Perfons 
bringing them into Port. This Mode of difpatching Letters from 
India to England, being fanctioned by long Ufage, would, I think, 
be confidered as legal. 

The Directors may, however, cxercife their Difcretion in fend- 
ing the Letters to the Poll Office, as Ship Letters; and I think 
they have done it in feveral Inftanccs, for I recolleft having my- 
felf received Letters in this Way. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

A. Parkin. 



(No. 4.) Mr. Freeling to the Chairman of the 
Eaft India Company. 

SIR, General Poft Office, July 18, 1796. 

I Have the Commands of my Lords the Poftmafter General, to 
fubtnit to the Honourable Court of DireQors, the Propiiety of 
having fuch Letters as arrive from India in the Ships of the Eaft 
India Company, and are not felefted by the Court, delivered to 
the Public through. the Medium of this Office. 

My Lords direct me to fay, that many Years ago, when the then 
Poftmafter General claimed the Eaft India Letters, as proper to be 
circulated through their Office, it was underflood that the Honour- 
able Court of Directors had given Orders that their Requeft fhould 
be confented to, with the Exception only of fuch Letters as were 
for the Directors and their Officers, and that the Remainder fhoul4 
be immediately fent to the General Pofl Office. But my Lords 
underfland, that this is not generally complied with, but that after 

O o the 
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the Letters are felefied for the Directors and their Officers, thr 
Doorkeepers or MefTengers make a further Selection during feveral 
Days, fo that many Perfons do not obtain their Letters till Three or 
Four Days after their Arrival at the Eaft India Houfe, and at a very 
confiderable Inconvenience and Expence, the latter frequently ex- 
ceeding the Charges which would be made on the Letters if fent 
from this Office. 

I have, therefore, their Lordfhips Commands, to fubmit to 
Your Honourable Court, as a Matter of Importance to His Ma- 
jefty's Revenue, and of very great Benefit to the Public, by en- 
furing to them a regular and punctual Delivery of their Letters 
from India, that when the Boxes or Packets of Letters arrive at 
the Eaft India Houfe, Notice may be fent to this Department, and 
an Officer from hence may be allowed to attend to receive all fuch 
Letters as the Honourable Court of Directors think proper to be 
circulated through the General Port Office. 

I requeft the Favour of your fubmitting this Propofal to the 
Honourable Court of Directors, and (hall be happy to receive their 
Sentiments of it as foon as it may be convenient. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, &c. 

F. Freeling, 



(No, 5.) Mr. Ramsay to Mr. Freeling. 

SIR, Eaft India Houfe, Oft. 26, 1796. 

THE Court of Dire&ors of the Eaft India Company have taken 
into Confideration your Letter, ftating, that you are commanded 
by the Poftmafier General to fubmit to the Court the Propriety of 
having fuch Letters as arrive from India in the Company's Ships, 
and are not fele&ed by the Court, delivered to the Public through 
the Medium of the Poll Office, which you ftate will be a Matter 
of Importance to His Majefty's Revenue, and a great Benefit to 
the Public: And I am ordered to acquaint you in Reply, that the 
Court have refolved, that in future, after the Court have fele&ed 
fuch Letters from the Packets as they may think proper, the Re- 
mainder of the Letters fhall be forthwith fent to the Poft Office. 

I have alio to apologize for the Court's Delay in confidering 
your Letter ; and am, 

Sir, &c. 

Wm. Ramfey, Secretary. 



No. 
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No. 6. — Mr. Freelijug to Mr. Ramsay. 

SIR, General Poll Office, Oft. 28, 1796. 

I Have the Honour of your Letter of the 26th Inftant, ftating, 
that "the Honourable Court of Directors have approved of the 
Propofition of my Lords the Poftmafter General, to have fuch 
Letters as are brought from the Eaft Indies, and are not fele&ed 
bv the Court for themfelves or Friends, delivered to the Public 
through the Medium of the Poft Office; and I have no Doubt 
but many good Effects will be found to arife from this Regulation. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

F. Freeling. 



No. 7. — Mr. Freeling to the Poftmafter General. 
MY LORDS, General Poft Office, Oft. 28, 1796. 

IN Confequence of Your Lordfhips Orders, I wrote, in July 
laft, to the Court of Dire&ors of the Eaft India Company, fug- 
gelling the Propriety of having fuch Letters as were brought from 
the Eaft Indies, and were not felefted for themfelves, delivered to 
the Public through the Medium of this Office. I have now the 
Honour to inclofe a Letter from Mr. Ramfay, ftating that the 
Court have approved of that Propofition. 

In my Letter, I mentioned that it might be proper for an Officer 
from hence to attend the Eaft India Houfe, and receive the Let- 
ters from thence; but I prefume Your Lordfhips will underftand 
with me, from the laft Part of Mr. Ramfay's Letter, that it is the 
Intention of the Directors, after the Selection is made, to fend the 
Letters to this Office by fome of their own Meffengers. 

All which is humbly fubmitted, by 

F. Freeling. 
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Letter from John Mortlock, Efqnire, to the Poftmafter 
General ; dated January 18th, 1793. 

MY LORDS, General Poft Office, Jan. 18th, 1793. 

IN Anfwerto the Queftions propofed to the Poftmafter General 
by Mr. Pitt, which I had the Honour to receive from your Lord, 
ihips Yefterday ; viz. Whether I had any Objections, and what, 
to the Receiver General's Office being open for Receipts and 
Payments every Day, inftead of Three Days in the Week, as at 
prefent ? And, whether I had any Objection, and what, to paying 
the Surplus of each Week's Receipt above the Weekly Expendi- 
ture into the Bank ? 

I muft 
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I muff beg Leave to remark, that if it is intended that the Re- 
ceipts and Payments are to be made to the Public at large for the 
whole Six Davs, it will occafion an Extenfion of Accounts that 
will employ at leafl Four, or probably more Perfons to perform the 
Duties of the Office - : Three Perfons having been conftantly em- 
ployed for a long Time paft, to perform the Duty in the prefent 
long eftablilhed Method of Three Days Receipts and Payments in 
the Week; and as it is not in my Power at prefent, to fpeak to 
the Inrreafe o^ Bufinefs thai may arife from the Addition of the 
Bye Office Revenue being thrown in Detail into ray Office, I am 
not exactly competent to the Dceifion, in what Manner it will be 
neceilary to proportion the Bufinefs to the Time and Number of 
Perfons necefTarily employed ; but as it at prefent appears to me, 
the ontvntfeful Extenfion of opening my Office, that I can conceive, 
is, in the new Arrangement, it may be proper that fuch Bills and 
Calh as are remitted from Deputy Poftmalters, through the Poft- 
mafter General, or their Officers, and which are now received 
only Three Days in the Week, fhould then be received from the 
Secretary every Day in the Week, Sundays excepted. 

Imprefled with the above Ideas, I propofed to vour Lordfhipsto 
make the Experiment, with the Addition of only One additional 
eflablilhed Clei k to my prefent Number ; but do not think that 
the Bufinefs can be properly done without further additional Help. 
As to the Second Queflion, refpetting the Pavment of the Weekly 
Surplus into the B.ink, I muft beg Leave to remark, that the Bank 
never apply for the Acceptance of Bills ; and as that is a neceffary 
Procefs, the Duty muft be, performed in my Office ; I alfo have to 
obferve, that fuch Surplus, for the fir ft Two Months of each 
Quarter, is very inconsiderable, as will appear by my Weekly 
Certificates ; and that it is the Cuftom of the Receiver General to 
pay occafionally Sums into the Exchequer, as they accumulate in 
his Hands from Time to Time ; that in the Com ic of each Quarter 
he has many Bills in his Hands that are not due, and others out for 
Acceptance; that he brings fuch Bills to account as they become 
due, and when he finds that they amount to any confiderable Sum, 
makes a proportionate Payment into the Exchequer. He therefore 
fubmits to the Poftmafter General how far any material Advantage 
can arife from paying fuch Surplus into the Bank, fo as to make it 
an Objefl Sufficient to open an Account, and of Courfc occafion 
an Extenfion ul Statements, which may be attended with fome In- 
convenience; but the Receiver General has, with the utmoft 
Deference and Refpccl, every Defire to fall in with the Poftmafter 
General's Regulations, whenever it may appear to them to be con- 
ducive to the Public Service. 

1 have the Honour, &c. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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